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Educati on

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to annual reporting by
regents regardi ng assessnents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |l egislature finds and decl ares t hat
educational assessnents, including standardized tests, can be a vital
conmponent of ensuring the quality of education of all students in New
York state. The legislature determnes that in order to optimze the
val ue of such standardi zed tests students, parents and educators nust be
assured that educational assessnents used by the state are fair, equita-
ble and valid neasures of student achievenent within the context of the
state | earni ng standards.

The legislature further finds and declares that it is not possible for
school districts to nmke programmatic inmprovenents and assi st those
students who fail to achieve conpetency in the state |earning standards
if school districts do not receive exam nation results until after a new
school year has begun. Accordingly, the legislature finds and decl ares
that in order to be accurate and neani ngful evaluative tools, standard-
i zed assessnment examinations nust be reliably scored and the data
released in a tinely manner.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to require the board of
regents to identify and conpile data regarding the regents' devel opnent,
scoring and rel ease of assessnment exam nation data to be included in an
annual report for subm ssion to the governor and | egi sl ature.

S 2. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 215-d to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 215-D. ANNUAL REPORT BY REGENTS REGARDI NG ASSESSMENTS. THE REGENTS
OF THE UN VERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK SHALL PREPARE AND SUBM T TO
THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, AND THE CHAI RPERSON AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBER OF THE SENATE
AND ASSEMBLY EDUCATI ON COVMM TTEES AND THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY H GHER
EDUCATI ON COW TTEES, NOT LATER THAN THE FI RST DAY OF JANUARY, TWO THOU
SAND ELEVEN AND THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, A
REPORT CONCERNI NG EDUCATI ON ASSESSMENTS AND STANDARDS WHICH SHALL IN
DETAIL SET FORTH: THE MANNER | N WHI CH STANDARDI ZED EXAM NATI ONS USED BY
THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT ARE DEVELOPED AND HOW QUESTI ONS ARE ASSI GNED
PO NT- VALUES; THE MANNER I N WHI CH SUCH EXAM NATI ONS ARE FI ELD TESTED TO
ENSURE ACCURACY AND RELI ABI LI TY; THE MANNER I N WHICH SUCH EXAM NATI ONS
ARE SCORED, | NCLUDI NG HOW DATA | S ANALYZED AND RELEASED, AND THE Cl RCUM
STANCES UNDER WHI CH AN EXAM NATI ON MAY BE RESCALED OR RESCORED AFTER
SCORES HAVE BEEN RELEASED; STEPS THE REGENTS AND THE STATE EDUCATI ON
DEPARTMENT HAVE TAKEN TO | MPROVE EXAM NATI ON RELI ABI LI TY, VALIDI TY, AND
THE TI MELI NESS OF SCORING AND RELEASE OF DATA; RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR
FUTURE | MPROVEMENT OF THE TIMELI NESS OF SCORI NG AND RELEASE OF DATA;
SPECI FI C EXAMPLES OF HOW EACH EXAM NATI ON RELATES TO STATE LEARN NG
STANDARDS, AND RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR PRESENTI NG SUCH MATERI AL ACROSS THE
CURRI CULUM AND SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON AS REQUESTED BY THE GOVERNOR, THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, OR THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 215-e to
read as foll ows:

S 215-E. ENSURI NG HI GH STANDARDS | N PUBLI C ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS. THE REGENTS OF THE UNI VERSI TY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK SHALL
ESTABLI SH A M Nl MUM REQUI REMENT AND CURRI CULUM FOR EACH GRADE. SUCH
REGENTS SHALL DESIGN GRADING SCALES THAT ALI GN W TH STANDARDS- BASED
CURRI CULUM AND DESI GNATE A PASSI NG STANDARDS- BASED SCORE FOR EACH GRADE
LEVEL. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE THE USE OF STATE SYLLABI AND CORE
CURRI CULUM | N KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE, WHERE AVAI LABLE. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL REQUIRE STUDENTS | N Kl NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH
GRADE THAT DO NOT RECEI VE A RECENTS- DESI GNATED PASSI NG SCORE, TO ATTEND
SUMVER SCHOCOL.

S 4. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided that section
three of this act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



