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AN ACT creating a first responder task force to inprove the margin of
public safety on facilities of public transportation authorities by
increasing the ridership of specially trained first responder fire
officers, firefighters, paranmedics and EMS; and providing for the
repeal of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |l egislature finds that providing
safety for passengers who ride mass transit in our conmunities is a

crucial issue. Ganting localities with the tools to provide such
protection to its citizens is one of the essential roles the state
pl ays.

S 2. First responder transportation task force. 1. There is hereby
created a thirteen-nmenber task force on permtting all uniformed nenbers
of the FDNY enpl oyed as energency nedical technicians (EMIs), advanced
energency nmnedical technicians, firefighters, fire marshals and fire
officers to ride for no fare on the facilities of public transportation
authorities, in the performance of their official duties. The nenbers
of the task force shall be:

(a) the chair of the senate committee on transportation, the chair of
the assenbly conmittee on transportation, and the chair of the Metropol -

itan Transit Authority, or their designees, who shall serve as
co-chairs;
(b) three nmenbers appointed by the governor, one of whom shall be

appointed wupon the joint recomendation of the presidents of the
uni formed firefighters association, uniforned fire officers association
and the uni forned EMIs and paranedi cs, Local 2507;
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(c) two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate,
one of whom shal |l be appoi nted upon the recommendati on of the New York
State AFL-CI O

(d) two nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one of whom
shall be appointed wupon the recomendation of the New York State
AFL- Cl O

(e) the New York City conptroller, or his or her designee;

(f) one menber appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate; and

(g) one nenber appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly.

2. Task force nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their
services, but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties.

3. The task force shall neet at least four times and shall hold at
| east one public hearing.

4. The task force shall consult with, and seek advice and recomenda-
tions from public officers, organizations, and entities affected,
including but not limted to, the mayor of the city of New York, the
speaker of the New York City Council, the comm ssioner of FDNY, the
comm ssi oner of NYPD, the comm ssioner of New York City DOT and his or
her designees with particular expertise in nass transit operations, and
enpl oyee organizations representing energency nmedi cal t echni ci ans
(EMIs), advanced energency nedical technicians, firefighters, fire offi-
cers and fire marshal s.

5. The <co-chairs shall provide the task force with personnel and
support services necessary to acconplish its duties.

S 3. Report of the task force. No later than May 1, 2010, the task
force shall transmt to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, and the speaker of the assenbly a report with recommendati ons as
to the outconme of allowing all unifornmed nenbers of the FDNY enpl oyed as
enmer gency nedi cal technicians (EMIs), advanced emergency nedi cal techni-
cians, firefighters, fire marshals and fire officers to ride for no
fare on the facilities of public transportation authorities, in the
performance of their official duties and the cost inpact of the program

S 4. Pilot No Fare Transit Program 1. FromJanuary 1, 2010 until
Decenber 31, 2010 all unifornmed nenbers of the FDNY enpl oyed as energen-
cy nmedical technicians (EMIs), advanced energency nedi cal technicians,
firefighters, fire marshals and fire officers may ride for no fare on
the facilities of public transportation authorities, in the performance
of their official duties. Such nmenbers shall have free use of passenger
transportation facilities operated by the Long Island Rail Road, Metro-
politan Transportation Authority and every public transportation author-
ity located in a city with a population of one mllion or nore receiving
operating assi stance pursuant to section 18-b of the transportation |aw,
provi ded, however each nmenber is required to display an authorization
shield and identification card evidencing that they are nenbers of the
fire departnent of the city of New York and are performng their offi-
cial duties or on their way to or fromperformng their official duties.

2. Nothing contained in this act shall supersede or dimnish the terns
of a collective bargaining agreenent.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately. The task force created by
section two of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed on and after
Decenber 31, 2010.



