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STATE OF NEW YORK

4127--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 30, 2009

Introduced by M of A G ANARI' S, HEVESI, PERALTA, JAFFEE, FIELDS, ALFA-
NO, COLTON, KOLB, LANCVAN, WALKER, ERRI GO, BURLING N RIVERA, ROSEN
THAL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A AMEDORE, BARRA, BOYLAND, CLARK
LI FTON, MKEVITT, MOLI NARO,  ROBI NSON, SAYWARD, SCHI MEL, SEM NERI O
SKARTADCOS, SWEENEY, THI ELE, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to
the Commttee on Governnental Enployees -- conmmttee di scharged, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to amend the civil service |law and the general construction |aw,
inrelation to establishing a pilot program providing for a four-day
wor k week for state enpl oyees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds and declares
that the <current economc crisis necessitates rethinking the ways in
whi ch governnment services are provided. Finding nore efficient and
effective means of service delivery can enabl e governnent agencies to
fulfill their mssions while reduci ng expenses. State and | ocal govern-
ments around the United States have begun to experinment with four-day
schedul es as a neans of providing inproved service to the public at
| oner cost. Providing for a four-day work week for many state enpl oyees
could result in nultiple benefits, including fiscal savings, expanded
access to services for the public, reductions in energy demand, reduced
commuting costs and traffic congestion, and decreased |evels of
pollution resulting fromreductions in energy demand and vehicle mles
travel ed. Establishing a pilot programproviding for a four-day work
week wll assist in dealing with the current economc crisis and enabl e
deci si onmakers to evaluate the long-termdesirability of a four-day work
week.

S 2. The civil service law is anended by adding a new section 134-a to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 134-A. FOUR- DAY WORK WEEK PILOT PROGRAM 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
OTHER PROVISION OF LAW THE GOVERNOR SHALL ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PROGRAM
PROVI DI NG FOR A MANDATORY FOUR- DAY WORK WEEK FOR STATE EMPLOYEES. UNDER
SUCH PROGRAM THE WORK WEEK FOR ALL STATE OFFI CES OR UNI TS THEREOF
PARTI Cl PATING | N THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ElI GHT O CLOCK AA.M TO SI X O CLOCK
P.M, MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY.

2. THE GOVERNOR SHALL DETERM NE THE OFFI CES OR OTHER UNITS |IN STATE
AGENCIES THAT WLL PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PROGRAM | N MAKI NG SUCH
DETERM NATI ONS, THE GOVERNOR SHALL EVALUATE:

(A) THE EXTENT TO WHICH SUCH OFFICES OR UNITS PROVIDE AN ESSENTI AL
PUBLIC SERVICE, SUCH AS LAW ENFORCEMENT OR HEALTH CARE, THAT MJUST BE
PROVI DED ON A CONTI NUQUS BASI S;

(B) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH A CHANGE TO A FOUR- DAY WORK WEEK FOR A PARTI C
ULAR OFFI CE OR UNI T MAY HAVE ADVERSE | MPACTS ON REVENUES OR PUBLIC
SERVI CES;

(© THE ABILITY OF THE STATE TO BENEFI T FROM REDUCED ENERGY EXPENDI -
TURES FOR LEASED SPACE; AND

(D) SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS THE GOVERNOR MAY DEEM APPROPRI ATE.

3. THE PI LOT PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE MECHANI SM5 FOR THE ACCOVMODATI ON OF
| NDI VI DUAL EMPLOYEES WHO CAN DOCUMENT THAT THEY WOULD OTHERW SE  EXPERI -
ENCE SUBSTANTI AL AND UNAVO DABLE HARDSHIPS UNDER THE NEW SCHEDULE
ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON. NO EMPLOYEE SHALL FORFEI T ANY REMUNER-
ATI ON OR BENEFI T BY VI RTUE OF THE OPERATION OF THE PILOT PROGRAM AND
THE GOVERNOR SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED AND EMPONERED TO VARY THE PROVI SI ONS OF
ANY STATUTE OR REGULATI ON RELATI NG TO VACATI ON AND LEAVE CREDI TS, BY
EXECUTI VE ORDER, TO ENSURE THAT NO SUCH FORFEI TURE OCCURS.

4. THE GOVERNOR SHALL | NI TI ATE THE PI LOT PROGRAM NOT MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL RUN FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN TWO YEARS AFTER [INTI -
ATION. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE AND MAKE PUBLI C A BASELI NE REPORT
DETAI LI NG THE OPERATI NG COSTS, | NCLUDI NG ENERGY USAGE AND THE COSTS OF
BU LDI NG MAI NTENANCE, ATTRIBUTABLE TO AFFECTED OFFICES AND UNI TS OF
STATE AGENCI ES PRIOR TO THEI R PARTICI PATION IN THE PILOT PROGRAM  NOT
LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE PI LOT PROGRAM HAS BEEN
OPERATI ONAL FOR A FULL YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY A REPORT COWPARI NG SUCH BASELI NE COSTS TO THE ENERGY AND ENVI RON
MENTAL | MPACTS AND BUILDING COST SAVINGS RESULTING FROM THE PILOT
PROGRAM SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO ESTI MATE THE | MPACT OF THE PI LOT PROGRAM
ON OTHER VARI ABLES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO COMUTER M LES TRAV-
ELED, COMMUTI NG COSTS, AND PUBLI C AND EMPLOYEE SATI SFACTION WTH THE
PROGRAM

5. NOTHING IN TH'S SECTION SHALL BE DEEMED TO DIM NI SH THE RI GHTS,
PRI VI LEGES OR REMEDI ES OF ANY STATE EMPLOYEE PURSUANT TO ANY AGREEMENT
ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE FOURTEEN OF THI S CHAPTER OR ANY OTHER
EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT.

S 3. Section 20 of the general construction | aw, as anended by chapter
172 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 20. Day, conputation. A nunber of days specified as a period from a
certain day wthin which or after or before which an act is authorized
or required to be done neans such nunber of cal endar days exclusive of
the calendar day fromwhich the reckoning is made. |If such period is a
period of two days, Saturday, Sunday or a public holiday nust be
excluded fromthe reckoning if it is an intervening day between the day
fromwhich the reckoning is nade and the last day of +the period. In
computing any specified period of tine froma specified event, the day
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upon whi ch the event happens is deened the day fromwhich the reckoning
is made. The day fromwhich any specified period of tinme is reckoned
shall be excluded in naking the reckoning. WHENEVER ANY PAYMENT OF
MONEY, PERFORMANCE OF A CONDITION OR OTHER ACTION | S AUTHORI ZED OR
REQUI RED TO BE DONE WTHIN A PERIOD OF TI ME, AND SUCH PERIOD ENDS ON A
FRIDAY ON VWHICH A STATE AGENCY WHICH |S A NECESSARY PARTY TO THE
PAYMENT, PERFORMANCE OR ACTION | S NOT OPEN BY VI RTUE OF PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
A FOUR- DAY WORK WEEK Pl LOT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED THI R-
TY-FOUR-A OF THE CIVIL SERVI CE LAW SUCH FRI DAY MAY BE DEEMED A "PUBLIC
HOLI DAY" FOR THE PURPOSES OF Tl ME COVPUTATI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



