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January 29, 2009

Introduced by M of A TH ELE, TEDI SCO CONTE, MDONOUGH -- Milti - Spon-
sored by -- M of A AVEDORE, CROUCH, KOLB, MOLINARO, QAKS, RAIA,
TOMSEND -- read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the frequency of
structural safety inspections of school buildings and building condi-
tion surveys

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 409-d of the education law, as
added by section 1 of part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 1998, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Program establishnent. The comm ssioner is authorized and directed
to establish, devel op and nonitor a conprehensive public school building
safety program which shall include a uniforminspection, safety rating
and nonitoring system Such program shall require ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS
the [annual] inspection of all public school buildings throughout New
York state; establish a safety rating system for such school buildings
to assess the need for maintenance, repairs, rehabilitation, recon-
struction, construction and other inprovenents related to the structura
integrity and overall safety of public school buildings including but
not limted to building systens related to electrical, plunbing, heat-
ing, ventilation, and air conditioning, sanitation and health, fire and
acci dent protection; and require that such ratings be wused for the
pur pose of devel oping a buildings condition survey as required pursuant
to subdivision four of section thirty-six hundred forty-one of this
chapter and a five year facilities plan as required pursuant to cl ause
(i) of subparagraph two of paragraph b of subdivision six of section
thirty-six hundred two of this chapter.

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 409-e of the education |aw, as added by
section 1 of part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 1998, is anended to
read as follows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. Safety rating system The conm ssioner shall devel op pursuant to
regul ations a safety rating systemto be used by all school districts
and boards of cooperative educational services keyed to the structura
integrity and overall safety of the building and shall be devel oped
using data obtained fromthe building' s [annual] inspection as required
by this article. Such safety rating systemshall identify and assess the
condition of every major system conponent of every school building
including interior structures; building systens such as heating, venti-
| ation, plunbing and el ectrical systens; exterior structures including
but not Ilimted to roofs, masonry, stairs, and chi meys; and develop a
system whi ch rates each buil di ng conponent based on at |east the follow
ing factors: overall safety; structural integrity; probable useful life;
need for repair or replacenent; and nmaintenance. Such safety rating
shall include nmechanisns which facilitate nore frequent inspections and
repairs as determ ned necessary to protect the welfare and safety of
students and staff residing in such school buildings. This information
shall be used for purposes of devel oping a buildings condition survey as
required pursuant to section thirty-six hundred forty-one of this chap-
ter [and a five year facilities plan as required pursuant to clause (i)
of subparagraph two of paragraph (b) of subdivision six of section thir-
ty-six hundred two of this chapter].

S 3. Paragraph b of subdivision 4 of section 3641 of the education
law, as anended by section 27 of part Al of chapter 58 of the | aws of
2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. Building condition surveys. To be eligible for aid pursuant to
subdivision six-e of section thirty-six hundred two of this article,
bui | di ng condition surveys shall be conducted by a |icensed architect or
| i censed professional engineer perform ng under a state contract entered
into pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision AND PAID FOR BY THE
DEPARTMENT, shall assess the condition of all major building systens of
a school building, and shall be in the formand contain the information
prescri bed by the conm ssioner. SUCH BU LDI NG CONDI TI ON SURVEYS SHALL BE
CONDUCTED ONCE EVERY SI X YEARS. For purposes of this paragraph, "nmjor
bui | di ng systens” shall nmean the electrical, plunbing, heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning systens, and the roof and other nmjor struc-
tural elenments of a school buil ding.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



