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STATE OF NEW YORK

4021
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 29, 2009

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
denonstration program inplenenting the Westchester county dual track
child protective services system and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
declares that the challenge facing this state's <child protective
servi ces program demands that a bold new approach be tested to determ ne
how this state can fulfill its obligations to protect and defend chil -
dren, provide for their health, safety and welfare, and al so make neces-
sary services and assistance available to famlies in a |less confronta-
ti onal and intrusive nmanner, when circunstances so warrant. By
establishing a systemin Wstchester county, where conplaints of alleged
child abuse and naltreatnment are assigned to either an investigatory or
a famly assessnment and services track, it is the intent of the |egisla-
ture to study and review alternative nethods of fulfilling those obli-
gations and, at the same tine, initiate the delivery of conprehensive
famly rehabilitative services to children and famli es.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"West chester county dual track denonstration project”.

S 3. The social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 423-b
to read as foll ows:

S 423-B. WESTCHESTER COUNTY DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM TO ASSESS THE FEASI -
BILITY OF ENHANCI NG ALTERNATIVE CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES THROUGH THE
USE OF A DUAL TRACK APPRCACH. 1. (A) THE OFFICE OF CHI LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO ESTABLI SH A DEMONSTRATI ON
PROGRAM | N WVESTCHESTER COUNTY TO ADDRESS THE FEASIBILITY OF ENHANCI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD07298- 01-9
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ALTERNATI VE CH LD PROTECTI VE SERVICES THROUGH THE USE OF A DUAL TRACK
APPROACH.

(B) PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM BY THE WESTCHESTER
COUNTY SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT (HEREI NAFTER I N THI S SECTI ON REFERRED TO
AS THE "Dl STRICT") SHALL ENABLE THE DI STRICT TO ASSIGN COWLAINTS OF
ALLEGED CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT RECEI VED BY THE STATEW DE CENTRAL
REG STER OF CHI LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT, TO ONE OF TWO TRACKS:

(1) THE | NVESTI GATI VE TRACK, WHI CH OPERATES IN COWPLIANCE WTH THE
OTHER SECTIONS OF THI S TI TLE;, OR

(2) THE FAMLY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK, DESI GNED TO | NCREASE
FAM LY PARTI CI PATI ON | N VOLUNTARY SERVI CES TO | MPROVE FAM LY FUNCTI ONI NG
AND PREVENT REPEAT REPORTS. CASES ASSI GNED TO THIS TRACK SHALL NOT  BE
SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OTHERW SE APPLI CABLE TO CASES REPORTED TO
THE STATEW DE REG STER OF CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT PURSUANT TO THI' S
TI TLE, EXCEPT AS SET FORTH IN TH S SECTI ON.

(© THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE
CONDUCTED FOR THE PERI GD COMMVENCI NG JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN AND
ENDI NG DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN. THE ADVI SORY COUN-
ClL ESTABLISHED BY TH' S SECTI ON SHALL EXI ST UNTIL JUNE THI RTI ETH, TWO
THOUSAND FOURTEEN.

(D) THE DI STRICT SHALL ESTABLI SH A LOCAL ADVI SORY COUNCIL TO ASSIST I T
I N I MPLEMENTI NG THE DUAL TRACK DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM AND PROVI DI NG BROAD
BASED | NPUT.

(1) THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L SHALL CONSI ST OF NI NE MEMBERS: SI X MEMBERS TO
BE APPO NTED BY THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY
THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY SERVICES;, ONE
MEMBER TO BE APPQO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE; AND ONE
MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY. MEMBERS SHALL BE
APPO NTED BASED UPON THEI R PROFESSI ONAL EXPERTI SE, KNOW.EDGE AND EXPERI -
ENCE I N THE AREA OF CH LD PROTECTI VE SERVICES. THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L
SHALL BE BROADLY REPRESENTATIVE OF PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES OFFERED | N
CONNECTI ON WTH THE PROVI SION OF CH LD PROTECTI VE SERVICES, ADVOCACY
GROUPS AND COMMUNI TY MEMBERS.

(2) MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL BE APPO NTED PRI OR TO THE COMVENCE-
MENT OF THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM THE COUNCI L SHALL ADVI SE AND ASS| ST
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER | N DEVELOPI NG PLANS, POLICI ES AND PROCEDURES
RELATI NG TO THE CONDUCT OF THE DUAL TRACK CH LD PROTECTIVE SERVICES
DEMONSTRATI ON  PROGRAM  AUTHORI ZED IN TH'S SECTION. THE COUNCI L SHALL
UNDERTAKE | TS DUTI ES AS SOON AS PRACTI CABLE AFTER APPO NTMENT OF THE
MEMBERS SO AS TO ENSURE | TS EARLY | NTERVENTI ON | N ASSESSI NG AND ADVI SI NG
W TH RESPECT TO THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM THE COUNCI L MAY CONSI DER ANY
MATTER RELATI NG TO | MPROVI NG THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM AND SHALL ADVI SE
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AND THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
ON SUCH MATTERS.

2. (A THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
SHALL DEVELOP AN APPLI CATI ON FORVAT TO BE SUBM TTED BY THE COUNTY OF
WESTCHESTER. THE COM SSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY
SERVI CES SHALL PERM T THE DI STRICT BROAD DI SCRETION | N PLANNING AND
| MPLEMENTI NG | TS DUAL TRACK DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM

(B) IN ADDITION TO SUCH OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS THE COW SSI ONER OF THE
OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVICES SHALL REQUIRE TO BE | NCLUDED
WTH N THE APPLI CATI ON FORVAT, THE APPL| CATI ON FORVAT SHALL CONTAI N THE
FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON:

(1) I'N CONJUNCTION WTH THE OFFICE OF CHI LDREN AND FAMLY SERVICES
REQUI REMENTS AND THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION, THE FACTORS TO BE
CONS| DERED BY THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT IN DETERM NING WH CH CASES
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WLL BE ADDRESSED THROUGH THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK, THE
SI ZE OF THE POPULATI ON AND THE GEOGRAPHI C AREA TO BE THE SUBJECT OF THE
DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT;,

(2) THE TYPES OF SERVI CES AND | NTERVENTI ONS TO BE PROVI DED TO FAM LI ES
I NCLUDED IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK AND A DESCRI PTI ON
OF HOW THE SERVI CES W LL BE OFFERED,

(3) A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROCESS TO BE FOLLOWNED FOR PLANNI NG AND MONI -
TORI NG THE SERVI CES PROVI DED UNDER THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES
TRACK;

(4) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE PRI NCI PLES OF FAM LY | NVOLVEMENT AND
SUPPCRT CONSI STENT W TH MAI NTAI NI NG THE SAFETY OF THE CH LD WLL BE
| MPLEMENTED | N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK;

(5 A DESCRI PTION OF HOW THE DUAL TRACK RESPONSE SYSTEM W LL ENHANCE
THE ABILITY OF THE DI STRICT TO PROTECT CHI LDREN, MAI NTAIN THE SAFETY OF
CHI LDREN AND PRESERVE FAM LI ES;

(6) A DESCRI PTION OF HOW THE DI STRICT W LL REDUCE THE | NVOLVEMENT OF
GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES W TH FAM LI ES AND MAI NTAIN THE SAFETY OF CHI LDREN
THROUGH THE USE OF COVMUNI TY RESOURCES;

(7) A DESCRI PTION OF THE STAFF RESOURCES PROPOSED TO BE USED I N THE
FAM LY ASSESSMVENT AND SERVI CES TRACK, | NCLUDI NG THE PROPCSED STAFF WORK-
LOADS AND QUALI FI CATI ONS;

(8) A DESCRI PTION OF THE TRAI NI NG THAT WLL BE PROVIDED TO DI STRICT
AND ANY NON-DISTRICT STAFF TO BE USED | N THE DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO A DESCRI PTION OF THE TRAI NI NG | NVOLVI NG
MAI NTAI NI NG THE SAFETY AND VEELL- BEI NG OF CHI LDREN;

(9) A DESCRI PTION OF THE COWUNI TY RESOURCES THAT ARE PROPCSED TO BE
USED IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK; AND

(10) A DESCRI PTI ON OF ANY ADDI TI ONAL FUNDI NG THAT MAY BE UTILIZED TO
ENHANCE THE DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT.

3. THE CRITERFA FOR DETERM NING WH CH CASES MAY BE PLACED IN THE
ASSESSVENT TRACK UNDER THE DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT SHALL BE DETERM NED BY
THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES, | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE OFFI CE
OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES. PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT REPORTS | NCLUD-
I NG ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG ALLEGATI ONS SHALL NEVER BE |INCLUDED IN THE
ASSESSMVENT TRACK OF A DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT:

(A) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT COW TTED OR ALLOWED TO BE
COMM TTED AN OFFENSE DEFI NED I N ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY OF THE PENAL
LAW

(B) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT ALLOWED, PERM TTED OR ENCOURAGED
A CH LD TO ENGACGE IN ANY ACT DESCRI BED | N SECTI ONS 230. 25, 230. 30 AND
230. 32 OF THE PENAL LAW

(© REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT COW TTED ANY OF THE ACTS
DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 255. 25 OF THE PENAL LAW

(D) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT ALLOWED A CHI LD TO ENGACE I N
ACTS OR CONDUCT DESCRIBED IN ARTICLE TWDO HUNDRED SI XTY-THREE OF THE
PENAL LAW

(E) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT COWM TTED ASSAULT I N THE FI RST,
SECOND OR THI RD DEGREE AGAI NST A CHI LD;

(F) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT COWM TTED OR ATTEMPTED TO COW T
MURDER OR MANSLAUGHTER I N THE FI RST OR SECOND DEGREE;

(G REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT ABANDONED A CHI LD PURSUANT TO
SuUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED ElI GHTY- FOUR-B OF TH S ARTI CLE;

(H REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT HAS SUBJECTED A CHI LD TO SEVERE
OR REPEATED ABUSE AS THOSE TERMS ARE DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPHS (A) AND (B)
OF SUBDIVISION EIGHT OF SECTION THREE HUNDRED ElI GHTY-FOUR-B OF THI S
ARTI CLE; AND



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 4021 4

(1) REPORTS ALLEG NG THAT THE SUBJECT HAS NEGLECTED A CH LD SO AS TO
SUBSTANTI ALLY ENDANGER THE CHI LD S PHYSI CAL OR MENTAL HEALTH, | NCLUDI NG
A GROMH DELAY, VWH CH MAY BE REFERRED TO AS FAI LURE TO THRI VE, THAT HAS
BEEN DI AGNCSED BY A PHYSI CI AN AND | S DUE TO PARENTAL NEG_ECT.

4. THE FOLLOW NG PROCEDURES SHALL BE FOLLOWED FOR ALL CASES | NCLUDED
IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK:

(A) REPORTS TAKEN AT THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REG STER OF CHI LD ABUSE AND
MALTREATMENT SHALL BE TRANSM TTED TO THE DI STRI CT.

(B) THE DI STRICT SHALL, CONSI STENT W TH THE CRI TERI A DEVELOPED PURSU-
ANT TO SUBDIVISION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, | DENTI FY THOSE REPORTS WHI CH
ARE I NI TIALLY ELIG BLE TOBE INCLUDED IN THE FAMLY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK.

(© FOR THOSE REPORTS WHI CH ARE | NCLUDED I N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK, THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO THE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S TI TLE CONCERNI NG | NI TI AL | NVESTI GATI ON  OF REPORTS
OF SUSPECTED ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT OF CHI LDREN, | NCLUDI NG NOTI FI CATI ON
REQUI REMENTS. FOR REPORTS ASSIGNED TO THE FAMLY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK, THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR
ENSURI NG THAT THE CH LDREN ARE SAFE I N THEI R HOMES. SUCH SAFETY CHECK
SHALL BE COMVENCED W THI N TWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF RECEI PT OF THE REPORT AND
COWLETED W TH N SEVEN DAYS. BASED ON THE I NI TI AL SAFETY CHECK, THE
DI STRICT SHALL DETERM NE | F THE REPORT SHALL CONTI NUE UNDER THE DEMON-
STRATION PRQIECT. TH S SAFETY CHECK MJST BE DOCUMENTED | N THE MANNER
SPECI FI ED BY THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES. SHOULD THE
CH LDREN BE FOUND TO BE SAFE IN THE HOVE, THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT
SHALL THEN | DENTI FY SERVI CE NEEDS AND FAM LY | SSUES, | F ANY, THAT SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED.

(1) WHERE THE SOCIAL SERVICES DI STRICT DETERM NES, BASED ON THE
I NI TI AL  SAFETY CHECK, THAT THE REPORT | S APPROPRI ATE TO BE | NCLUDED I N
THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK, THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT
SHALL DOCUMENT THE REASON FOR THAT DETERM NATION IN THE I NI TI AL SAFETY
CHECK AND | NFORM THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REGQ STER OF CH LD ABUSE AND
MALTREATMENT THAT THE REPORT |S PART OF THE FAMLY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK AND REQUEST THAT THE RECORDS OF THE STATEW DE CENTRAL
REG STER OF CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT OF SUCH REPORT BE CLASSI FI ED AS
AN ASSESSMENT TRACK CASE AND BE LEGALLY SEALED I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SION FI VE OF SECTION FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO OF
TH'S TITLE SUCH SEALED REPCORTS SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED AT THE STATEW DE
CENTRAL REAQ STER OF CHI LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT FOR TEN YEARS AFTER THE
REPORT WAS MADE.

(2) WHERE THE SOCIAL SERVICES DISTRICT DETERM NES, BASED ON THE
I NI TI AL SAFETY CHECK, TO | NVESTI GATE THE REPORT AS A REPORT OF SUSPECTED
CH LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT, THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL DOCUMENT
THE REASON FOR THAT DECISION IN THE I NI TI AL SAFETY CHECK. WHERE THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT MAKES THE DETERM NATION TO | NVESTI GATE THE
REPORT, ALL OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S TI TLE CONCERNI NG | NVESTI GATI ONS
OF REPORTS OF SUSPECTED CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT SHALL APPLY,
I NCLUDI NG THE NOTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS. THE REPORT SHALL NO LONGER BE
ELI G BLE TO BE I NCLUDED I N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK.

(D) WHERE THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT HAS DETERM NED THAT A CASE IS
APPROPRI ATE TO BE I NCLUDED IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK,
THE DI STRICT' S ACTI VI TI ES SHALL | NCLUDE, AT A MNIMUM THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE PROVI SI ON OF WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO EACH PARENT, GUARDI AN OR OTHER
PERSON LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CH LD OR CHI LDREN PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK EXPLAINING THAT IT IS THE
I NTENT OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE FAM LY
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W THOUT ENGAG NG IN A TRADI TIONAL CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES | NVESTI -
GATION. THE NOTICE SHALL ALSO EXPLAI N THAT THE WORKERS ASSI STI NG THE
FAM LY IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK ARE MANDATED REPOR-
TERS WHO ARE REQUI RED TO REPCORT SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT
AND THAT THOSE WORKERS MAY BE REQUI RED TO REPORT NEW | NFORMATI ON  THAT
THEY RECEIVE IN THEIR WORK WTH THE FAM LY | F THAT | NFORVATI ON G VES
THEM REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT THAT A CHILD IN THE FAM LY IS AN ABUSED
OR MALTREATED CHI LD,

(2) AN EXAM NATION, WTH THE FAMLY, OF THE FAMLY' S STRENGIHS,
CONCERNS AND NEEDS;

(3) WHERE APPROPRI ATE, AN OFFER OF ASSI STANCE WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE CASE
MANAGEMENT THAT | S SUPPORTI VE OF FAM LY STABI LI ZATI ON;

(4) THE PLANNI NG AND PROVI SI ON OF SERVI CES RESPONSI VE TO THE SERVI CE
NEEDS OF THE FAM LY; AND

(5) AN ON-GO NG JO NT EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF THE FAMLY' S
PROGRESS.

(E) AFTER THE SOCCIAL SERVICES DI STRICT HAS RECEIVED A REPORT OF
SUSPECTED MALTREATMENT AND DETERM NED THAT THE REPORT |IS |INTIALLY
ELIG BLE TO BE |INCLUDED IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK,
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE ACTI VI TIES DESCRI BED
IN PARAGRAPHS (C) AND (D) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON MAY BE PERFCRMED BY THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT DI RECTLY OR THROUGH ANY OTHER METHOD CURRENTLY
UTI LI ZED BY SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CTS TO OBTAI N PREVENTI VE SERVI CES FOR
CH LDREN AND FAM LIES. | F A COMUNI TY- BASED AGENCY DETERM NES, PURSUANT
TO SUBPARAGRAPH (2) OF PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, THAT A REPORT
MUST BE | NVESTI GATED AS A CASE OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT,
THE COVMUNI TY- BASED AGENCY SHALL SO | NFORM THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT,
VWH CH SHALL THEN BECOVE RESPONSI BLE FOR CONDUCTI NG THE CHI LD PROTECTI VE
SERVI CES | NVESTI GATION I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S
TI TLE.

(F) A REPORT SELECTED FOR |[INCLUSION |IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK SHALL CEASE TO BE ELI G BLE FOR I NCLUSI ON | N SUCH TRACK | F
AT ANY TIME I N THE COURSE OF PROVI DI NG SERVI CES THE DI STRI CT OR COVMUNI -
TY- BASED AGENCY FI NDS THAT:

(1) THERE IS EVIDENCE OF ANY OF THE ACTS LISTED IN PARAGRAPHS (A)
THROUGH (1) OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON; OR

(2) THE PARENT OR PARENTS REFUSE TO COOPERATE W TH THE DI STRI CT OR
COMVUNI TY- BASED AGENCY | N DEVELOPI NG OR | MPLEMENTI NG A PLAN TO ADDRESS
THE FAM LY PROBLEMS OR | SSUES AND A WORKER ASSI STI NG THE FAM LY I N THE
FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK HAS REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT
THAT A CH LD IN THE FAMLY IS AN ABUSED OR MALTREATED CHI LD.

(G WHERE THE DI STRICT FINDS OR | S ADVI SED BY A COVMUNI TY- BASED ACEN-
CY, SUBSEQUENT TO THE COMPLETI ON OF THE I NI TI AL SAFETY CHECK, THAT THE
REPORT |S NOI' APPROPRIATE TO CONTINUE |IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (F) OF THIS SUBDIVISION, THE
DI STRI CT SHALL CONTACT THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REG STER OF CH LD ABUSE AND
MALTREATMENT AND MAKE A NEW REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR MALTREAT-
IVENT.

I N ANY CASE WHERE A REPORT HAS BEEN ASSI GNED TO THE | NVESTI GATORY
TRACK, BUT AFTER SUCH I NI TIAL ASSIGNVENT THE DISTRICT OR A SERVI CE
PROVI DER DETERM NES THAT BECAUSE OF ANY | NFORVATI ON | T RECEI VES DURI NG
THE | NVESTI GATI ON, OR DURI NG THE PROVI SION OF CARE AND SERVICES, THAT
SUCH REPORT SHOULD BE REMOVED AND PLACED I N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK, THE DI STRICT SHALL SO NOTIFY THE STATEW DE CENTRAL
REG STER OF CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT THAT I'T IS NOW CONSI DERI NG SUCH
REPORT AS PART OF THE FAMLY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK, AND IS
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MAKI NG A REPCRT TO SUCH REG STER AS | F SUCH REPORT WERE | NI TI ALLY TO BE
I NCLUDED I N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK.

() WHERE A REPORT HAS BEEN I NCLUDED IN THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND
SERVI CES TRACK AND A SUBSEQUENT REPCRT | NVOLVI NG THE FAM LY IS MADE TO
THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REQ STER OF CHI LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT, AND SUCH
SUBSEQUENT REPORT IS NOT ELI G BLE FOR I NCLUSION I N THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT
AND SERVI CES TRACK, THE LOCAL CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES, | N CONDUCTI NG
I TS I NVESTI GATI ON, SHALL WORK COOPERATI VELY W TH ANY DI STRICT OR COVMJ-
NI TY- BASED AGENCY STAFF THAT ARE ALREADY WORKING WTH THE FAM LY TO
M N M ZE TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE THE CHANCE THAT EXI STING SERVI CES
BEING PROVIDED TO THE FAMLY WLL BE DI SRUPTED AND TO MAXIM ZE TO THE
EXTENT PRACTI CABLE THE COORDI NATION OF THE EXI STING SERVICES BElI NG
PROVI DED TO THE FAM LY W TH ANY NEW SERVI CES TO BE PROVI DED TO THE FAM -
LY.

(J) THE DI STRICT SHALL INCLUDE IN THE TRAI NI NG OF EMPLOYEES CHARGED
W TH MAKI NG ANY OF THE REFERRALS TO, AND | NVESTI GATI ONS OR ASSESSMENTS
IN EITHER OF THE TWO TRACKS TECHNI QUES TO | DENTI FY | NSTANCES WHERE,
ALTHOUGH REPORTS WERE | NI TI ALLY ASSI GNED TO THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT  AND
SERVI CES TRACK SUBSEQUENT | NFORMATI ON DERI VED FROM SUCH ASSESSMVENT RAI S-
ES THE PGSSIBILITY THAT UNLAWFUL OR OTHER | NAPPROPRI ATE ACTI VI TI ES OR
BEHAVI OR MAY BE PRESENT AND WOULD WARRANT REFERRAL TO THE | NVESTI GATORY
TRACK AND | NSTANCES WHERE, ALTHOUGH REPORTS VERE | NI TI ALLY ASSI GNED TO
THE | NVESTI GATORY TRACK, SUBSEQUENT | NFORVATI ON DERI VED FROM SUCH | NVES-
TI GATI ON WARRANTS A LESS | NTRUSI VE AND MORE SERVI CE ORI ENTED APPROACH.

(K) ANY RECORD OR REPCRT OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION MADE | N CONNECTI ON
WTH THE CONDUCT OR OPERATION OF THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES
TRACK BY THE DI STRI CT SHALL BE DEEMED CONFI DENTI AL AND SHALL NOT BE
DI SCLOSED, EXCEPT TO THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, THE
DI STRI CT, ANY PROVIDER OF SERVICES ACTING BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE
DISTRICT AND ANY SOCI AL SERVICES DI STRI CT | NVESTI GATI NG A SUBSEQUENT
REPORT OF ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT | NVOLVI NG THE SAME SUBJECT OR THE SAME
CH LD OR CH LDREN NAMED I N THE REPORT I NI TI ATI NG THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT
AND SERVI CES TRACK CASE. NOTHING CONTAINED IN TH' S PARAGRAPH SHALL
PROHIBIT THE OFFICE OF CHLDREN AND FAMLY SERVICES OR THE LOCAL
DI STRI CT FROM PUBLI SHI NG A STATI STICAL ANALYSIS OR OTHER REPORT OR
DOCUMENTATI ON, W TH | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON  REMOVED, SUMVARI ZI NG THE
EFFECTI VENESS OF THE DUAL TRACK SYSTEM CREATED I N THI S SECTI ON.

(L) NO PERSON OR PROVI DER OF SERVI CES SHALL SUFFER ANY LI ABI LI TY WHERE
SUCH PERSON OR PROVI DER REASONABLY CONCLUDES, BASED ON THE RESULTS OF
I NVESTI GATI ON OR | NFORVATI ON GATHERED | N PROVI DI NG SERVI CES, THAT SUCH A
REFERRAL FROM ONE TRACK TO ANOTHER MAY BE REQUI RED BY LAW

5. ANY EXPENDI TURE MADE BY THE DI STRI CT I N COVPLYI NG W TH AND CARRYI NG
QUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REI MBURSEMENT BY
THE STATE IN THE SAME MANNER AS EXPENDI TURES FOR CH LD PROTECTIVE
SERVI CES | NVESTI GATIONS AND MAY BE SUPPORTED BY SUCH OTHER FUNDI NG
SOURCES AS ARE APPROPRI ATE I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT' LIMTED TGO,  PREVENTI VE
SERVI CES PROVI DED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED NI NE-A OF TH S ARTI -
CLE AND | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG SERVI CES. NOTHI NG SHALL PRECLUDE THE DI STRI CT
FROM SEEKI NG PRI VATE FUNDS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT.

6. (A) | N CONDUCTI NG THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM THE PROVISIONS OF
SECTIONS FOUR HUNDRED N NE-E AND FOUR HUNDRED NI NE-F OF TH S ARTI CLE
SHALL NOT BE APPL| CABLE TO THE DI STRI CT.

(B) ALL RECORDS CREATED AS PART OF THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES
TRACK SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, DOCUMENTATI ON OF THE I NI TI AL
SAFETY CHECK, THE EXAM NATION OF THE FAM LY' S STRENGTHS, CONCERNS AND
NEEDS, ALL SERVI CES OFFERED AND ACCEPTED BY THE FAMLY, THE PLAN FOR
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SUPPORTI VE SERVI CES FOR THE FAM LY, AND ALL EVALUATI ONS AND ASSESSMENTS
OF THE FAM LY' S PROGRESS.

(© RECORDS CREATED UNDER THE FAM LY ASSESSMENT AND SERVI CES TRACK
SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED FOR TEN YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF THE I N TIAL REPORT
TO THE STATEW DE REG STER OF CHI LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT.

S 4. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair or invalidate the remai nder thereof, but shall be confined inits
operation to the «clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or
part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent
shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the
| egislature that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid
provi si ons had not been included herein.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed July 2, 2014.



