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Introduced by M of A CROUCH BALL, FINCH SAYWARD, MKEVI TT, RElLICH
-- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A HAWEY, MAYERSOHN, MDONOUGH, THI ELE
-- read once and referred to the Coormittee on Corporations, Authori-
ties and Comm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing custom
ers the right to choose the stations that they wish to receive

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new section
225-a to read as foll ows:

S 225-A CABLE SUBSCRI BERS RI GHT TO ACCESS. 1. EVERY CABLE TELEVI SI ON
COVPANY SHALL PROVI DE EACH SUBSCRI BER THE OPTI ON TO ACCESS CABLE CHAN-
NELS ON AN | NDI VI DUAL BASI S. ANY CABLE SUBSCRI BER SHALL BE PROVI DED THE
ABI LI TY TO DETERM NE EACH CABLE CHANNEL THAT | S DELIVERED TO H'S OR HER
HOUSE. A CABLE COVPANY MAY CONTI NUE TO OFFER A GROUP OF CHANNELS AS A
PACKAGE DEAL W TH A PACKACGE RATE, PROVIDED THAT SUBSCRIBERS ARE NOT
REQUI RED TO PURCHASE CHANNELS AS A PACKAGE.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TVENTY- FI VE
OF THI S ARTI CLE TO THE CONTRARY, A CABLE TELEVISION COWPANY MAY NOT
CHARGE A SUBSCRI BER FOR ANY CHANNEL THAT THE SUBSCRI BER DOES NOT CHOCSE
TO PURCHASE.

3. ALL RATES CHARGED BY CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANI ES TO SUBSCRI BERS FOR
| NDI VI DUAL CHANNELS SHALL BE FIRST SUBM TTED TO THE PUBLI C SERVI CE
COW SSI ON FOR APPROVAL. THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON SHALL ENSURE THAT
A CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANY DOES NOT CHARGE AN | NFLATED RATE FOR AN | NDI -
VI DUAL CHANNEL | N AN ATTEMPT TO REQUI RE SUBSCRI BERS TO PURCHASE PACKAGE
DEALS. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL MAKE A DETERM NATI ON.

4. ANY SUBSCRIBER WHO |S DENI ED THE ABI LI TY TO PURCHASE | NDI VI DUAL
CHANNELS BY A CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANY MAY BRI NG AN ACTION IN H' S OR HER
OMNN NAME. SUCH PERSON SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO H'S OR HER ACTUAL DAMAGES OR
FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS, WHI CHEVER | S GREATER | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY MONETARY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AWARD, THE COURT SHALL | SSUE AN ORDER REQUI RING THE CABLE TELEVI SI ON
COWANY TO COWLY WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S SECTION W THI N FI FTEEN
DAYS. FAI LURE TO COWLY W THI N THE FI FTEEN DAY PERI OD SHALL CONSTI TUTE A
SEPARATE OFFENSE FOR WHI CH THE SUBSCRI BER MAY BRI NG ANOTHER CAUSE OF
ACTI ON PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

5. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTION, A "SUBSCRI BER' SHALL MEAN ANY
PERSON WHO | S CURRENTLY RECEI VI NG SERVI CE FROM A CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPA-
NY, OR WHO | S SEEKI NG TO RECEI VE SERVI CE FROM A CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPA-
NY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the public service
commi ssion nmay inplenment any rule or regul ation necessary to determ ne
the appropriate rate of charge for individual channels or the procedure
for submitting such rates to the comm ssion.



