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STATE OF NEW YORK

3570
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 27, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A PERRY, KAVANAGH -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
CLARK, V. LOPEZ, MENG PERALTA, J. RIVERA, P. RIVERA, WRI GHT -- read
once and referred to the Commttee on El ecti on Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to granting certain resi-
dent aliens the right to vote in |ocal elections

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election |law is anended by adding a new section 5-108
to read as foll ows:

S 5-108. QUALI FI CATI ON OF SPECI AL LOCAL VOTERS. 1. ANY PERSON WHO | S
A RESI DENT ALI EN, WHO HAS EARNED PERMANENT LEGAL STATUS IN THE UN TED
STATES FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS, AND WHO HAS BEEN A RESI DENT OF THI' S
STATE FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS MAY REQ STER AS A SPECI AL LOCAL VOTER AND
SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO VOTE I N LOCAL ELECTI ONS, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT NO
PERSON WHO THOUGH ELI G BLE, HAS NOT FI LED AN APPLI CATI ON FOR Cl TI ZENSHI P
IN THE UNI TED STATES SHALL BE DEEMED ELI G BLE UNDER THIS SECTION. FOR
PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM "LOCAL ELECTI ON' SHALL MEAN A CGENER-
AL, SPECI AL OR PRI MARY ELECTI ON FOR AN OFFI Cl AL OTHER THAN PRESI DENT AND
VI CE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES, UNI TED STATES SENATE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, GOVERNOR AND LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR, COWPTROLLER OR ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL.

2. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL ONLY APPLY TO ELECTI ONS
CONDUCTED (A) WTHIN THE CITY OF NEWYORK; AND (B) WTH N ANY OTHER
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE WHERE A LOCAL LAW ORDI NANCE OR
RESCLUTI ON, PERM TTI NG ELECTI ONS TO BE CONDUCTED THEREI N PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON HAS BEEN DULY ENACTED OR ADOPTED.

3. A PERSON WHO, PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTION, | S QUALI -
FIED MAY REG STER W TH THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF HHS COUNTY OF RESI-
DENCE AND VOTE | N A LOCAL ELECTI ON.

4. THE FORM FOR REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON, POLL LEDGERS, AND COVPUTER
GENERATED REQ STRATI ON LI STS TO | DENTI FY SPECI AL LOCAL VOTERS SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF A DI STINCTI VE COLOR AND I N THE FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS. A FORM OF APPLI CATI ON FOR REG STRATION UNDER TH' S SECTI ON
SHALL BE FURNI SHED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO THE APPLI CANT WHO SHALL
REQUEST SUCH FORM W THI N THE Tl ME PRESCRI BED FOR REG STRATI ON AS OTHER-
W SE PROVI DED FOR I N THI S CHAPTER.

5. UPON RECEI PT OF THE APPLI CATION, THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL
DETERM NE UPON SUCH | NQUIRY AS | T DEEMS PROPER WHETHER THE APPLI CANT HAS
ANSWERED ALL THE QUESTI ONS CONTAI NED | N THE APPLI CATI ON AND WHETHER THE
APPLI CANT |S LEGALLY QUALI FI ED TO REG STER AND VOTE AS A SPECI AL LOCAL
VOTER, AND, IF IT FINDS HE OR SHE | S NOT SO QUALI FI ED, SHALL REJECT THE
APPLI CATI ON AND SHALL NOTI FY THE APPLI CANT OF SUCH REJECTION AND @G VE
THE REASON OR REASONS THEREFOR. ALL | NVESTI GATI ONS BY THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS SHALL BE CONCLUDED AND ALL DETERM NATI ONS MADE NOT LATER THAN
THE SI XTH DAY BEFORE ELECTION. | F THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL DETER-
M NE THAT THE APPLI CANT MAKI NG THE APPLI CATION PROVIDED FOR IN THI'S
SECTION |S QUALIFIED TO REA STER AND VOTE AS A SPECI AL LOCAL VOTER, IT
SHALL, AS SOON AS PRACTI CABLE AFTER | T SHALL HAVE SO DETERM NED, MAIL TO
H M AT THE RESI DENCE ADDRESS SHOM IN H' S OR HER APPLI CATION, A NOTI CE
THAT HE OR SHE | S SO QUALI FI ED.

6. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL KEEP A REQ STER OF THE PERSONS WHO
HAVE MADE AND S| GNED APPLI CATI ONS TO REG STER AND VOTE AS A SPEC AL
LOCAL VOTER AND OF THE APPLI CANTS WHO HAVE BEEN DETERM NED TO BE QUALI -
FI ED. THE BOARD SHALL KEEP OPEN TO PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON SUCH REG STER OF
APPLI CANTS W TH THEI R NAMES, ADDRESSES AND APPLI CATI ON DATES AND SHALL
G VE TO THE CHAI R OF EACH PCLI TI CAL PARTY I N THE COUNTY A COWPLETE LI ST
OF APPLICANTS TO REG STER AS A SPECI AL LOCAL VOTER, CONTAI NI NG THEI R
NAMES AND PLACES OF RESI DENCE, | NCLUDI NG THE ELECTI ON DI STRI CT AND WARD,
|F ANY, AND, IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, THE
ASSEMBLY DI STRI CT.

7. VOTING MACHH NES SHALL BE SO EQUI PPED TO ACCOVMODATE THOSE PERSONS
AUTHORI ZED TO VOTE PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTION AND SUCH
MACHI NES SHALL BE ADJUSTED TO ACCEPT THE VOTES OF A SPECI AL LOCAL VOTER.

8. THE GENERAL PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER APPLI CABLE TO REGQ STRATI ON
AND VOTI NG SHALL APPLY EXCEPT AS THEY ARE |INCONSISTENT WTH TH'S
SECTI ON, AND THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED LI BERALLY
FOR THE PURPOSES HERElI N EXPRESSED OR | NTENDED.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



