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AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to sealing certain
court papers upon applications for a change of nane

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 64-a of the civil rights law, as added by chapter
447 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 64-a. Exenption from publication requirenments. 1. If the court shal
find that the publication of an applicant's change of name woul d j eop-
ardi ze such applicant's personal safety, the provisions of sections
sixty-three and sixty-four of this article requiring publication shal
be wai ved and shall be inapplicable. The court shall order the records
of such <change of name proceeding to be sealed, to be opened only by
order of the court for good cause shown or at the request of the appli-
cant .

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW PENDI NG SUCH A FI NDI NG
I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE WHERE AN APPLI CANT SEEKS RELI EF UNDER THI S SECTI ON
THE COURT SHALL | MVEDI ATELY ORDER THE APPLI CANT' S CURRENT NAME, PROPCSED
NEW NAME, RESI DENTI AL AND BUSI NESS ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, AND ANY
OTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTAI NED | N ANY PLEADI NGS OR PAPERS SUBM TTED TO THE
COURT TO BE SAFEGUARDED AND SEALED I N ORDER TO PREVENT THEI R | NADVERTENT
OR UNAUTHORI ZED USE OR DI SCLOSURE WHI LE THE MATTER | S PENDI NG

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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