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Introduced by M of A BENJAMN, CLARK, GREENE, CAMARA, W\RI GHT, ROBI N
SON, ESPAILLAT -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  COLTON, GOITFRIED,
HOOPER, MAI SEL, MAYERSOHN, REILLY, SCARBOROUGH, SCHI MEL, SWEENEY,
WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Conmm ttee on Codes

AN ACT to amend the executive law and the court of clainms act, in
relation to establishing the office of re-entry coordination for the
wrongfully convicted and the re-entry for the wongfully convicted
program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding two new sections
837-s and 837-t to read as foll ows:

S 837-S. OFFI CE OF RE- ENTRY COORDI NATI ON FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED.
1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THIN THE DI VI SI ON THE OFFI CE OF RE- EN-
TRY COORDI NATI ON FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED, HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO
AS THE " OFFI CE".

2. THE OFFICE ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH
THE COWM SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE COWM SSI ONER OF LABOR, AND THE
SECRETARY OF STATE, SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON AND
COORDI NATION OF THE RE-ENTRY FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED PROGRAM
SERVI CES, AS PROVIDED |IN SECTION El GAT HUNDRED THI RTY-SEVEN-T OF THI S
ARTI CLE. I TS ACTIVITIES SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

(A) DI STRIBUTI NG FUNDS, APPROPRI ATED THEREFOR, TO PROGRAM PARTIC
| PANTS;

(B) SERVING AS A CLEARI NGHOUSE FOR REFERRAL | NFORVATI ON | NCLUDI NG
PHYSI CAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE TREATMENT PROVI DERS; HOUSI NG REFERRAL
CONTACTS; EDUCATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI TY COUNSELORS; FI NANCI AL
PLANNI NG, | NVESTMENT AND DEBT MANAGEMENT SPECI ALI STS, AND ANY OTHER
ASS| STANCE FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED TO RE- | NTEGRATE | NTO SOCI ETY;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© ADVISING THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE ON THE MOST EFFECTI VE
VAYS FOR STATE GOVERNMENT TO ADDRESS NEEDS AND PROVI DE SERVI CES FOR THE
VWRONGFULLY CONVI CTED;

(D) COORDI NATI NG AND RECOMVENDI NG PCLI CY AND | NTERAGENCY | NI TI ATI VES
| NCLUDI NG MATTERS RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL |SSUES, PHYSICAL HEALTH
| SSUES, MENTAL HEALTH | SSUES, FI NANCI AL PLANNI NG AND MANAGEMENT, EMPLOY-
MENT ASSI STANCE, AND OTHER MATTERS RELATI NG TO RE- ENTRY AND RE- | NTEGRA-
TION | NTO SOCI ETY;

(E) ACTI NG AS AN ADVOCATE FOR RE-| NTEGRATI ON OF WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED
PERSONS;

(F) DEVELOPING AND | MPLEMENTING CAMPAIGNS OF PUBLI C AWARENESS AND
FOSTERI NG COWUNI TY SUPPORT; AND

(G DEVELOPI NG A MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY TO
SUPPORT STATE ACTIVITIES IN THE COORDI NATION AND EVALUATION OF THE
RE- ENTRY FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED PROGRAM

3. OIHER STATE AGENCIES SHALL PROVI DE COOPERATI ON AND ASSI STANCE TO
THE OFFICE SO AS TOASSIST IT IN THE EFFECTIVE PERFORVANCE OF ITS
DUTI ES.

4. (A) THE DI VI SI ON SHALL ANNUALLY PUBLI SH A REPORT ON:

(1) THE AMOUNT OF COVWPENSATION MADE BY THE OFFI CE TO WRONGFULLY
CONVI CTED AND | MPRI SONED PERSONS, | NCLUDING THE NUMBERS OF PERSONS
SERVED AND THE LENGTH OF PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE PROGRAM

(I'l) THE NUMBERS AND TYPES OF REFERRALS MADE FOR EACH CATEGORY OF
REFERRAL PROVI DED TO PARTI Cl PANTS | N THE PROGRAM AND

(1'11) THE PROGRAM EVALUATI ON AND RECOMIVENDATI ONS FOR CHANGE.

(B) COPIES OF SUCH REPORT SHALL BE SENT TO THE LEGQ SLATURE AND THE
GOVERNOR AND BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C UPON REQUEST.

S 837-T. RE-ENTRY FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED PROGRAM THE RE- ENTRY
FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED PROGRAM | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED FOR PERSONS
VHO HAVE BEEN PARDONED FOR OR ADJUDI CATED UNJUSTLY CONVI CTED AND | MPRI -
SONED, AND ELECT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N SUCH PROGRAM HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO
AS THE "PROGRAM'. 1. THE APPLI CANT MUST PRESENT TO THE OFFI CE OF RE-EN-
TRY COORDI NATI ON FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED A VERI FI ED COPY OF A JUDG
MENT I N FAVOR OF H'S OR HER CLAI M OF UNJUST CONVI CTI ON AND | MPRI SONMVENT,
AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON EI GHT-B OF THE COURT OF CLAI M5 ACT.

2. THE PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG
COVPONENTS UPON VERI FI CATION OF ELIGBILITY BY THE COWM SSI ONER, OR HI'S
OR HER DESI GNEE:

(A) | MVEDI ATE ENROLLMENT FOR UP TO TEN YEARS | NTO HEALTH | NSURANCE FOR
STATE AND RETI RED EMPLOYEES, AS PROVIDED I N ARTI CLE ELEVEN OF THE Cl VI L
SERVI CE LAW OR | TS BENEFI T EQUI VALENT;

(B) REFERRAL AND COVPENSATI ON FOR HOUSI NG AND TRANSPORTATI ON FOR ONE
YEAR;

(© REFERRAL AND COWVPENSATI ON FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND PHYSI CAL HEALTH
COSTS NOT COVERED BY | NSURANCE FOR AS LONG AS MEDI CALLY NECESSARY;

(D) COVPENSATI ON FOR ATTORNEY FEES FOR THE COURT OF CLAI M5 PROCEEDI NG
NOT TO EXCEED SEVENTY- FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS;

(E) REFERRALS TO PROGRAM SERVI CES | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO, PHYS-
| CAL HEALTH SERVI CES, MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES, PARENTI NG AND FAM LY COUN-
SELI NG HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE, FINANCI AL PLANNI NG | NVESTMENT AND DEBT
MANAGEMENT SPECI ALI STS, JOB PREPARATI ON AND COUNSELI NG, AND EMPLOYMENT
PLACEMENT.

S 2. Subdivision 6 of section 8-b of the court of clainms act, as added
by chapter 1009 of the laws of 1984, is anmended to read as foll ows:

6. |If the court finds that the claimant is entitled to a judgnent, it
shall award danmages in such sum of noney as the court determnes wll
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fairly and reasonably conpensate him OR HER, AND REFER H M OR HER TO THE
RE- ENTRY FOR THE WRONGFULLY CONVI CTED PROGRAM AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON
El GHT HUNDRED THI RTY- SEVEN-T OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to
be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



