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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 23, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A BRADLEY, ALFANO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
BARRA, PHEFFER -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Ways and
Means

AN ACT to anend the tax law, the state finance law, the public health
law, the public officers law and chapter 338 of the | aws of 1998
amendi ng the public health |aw and other laws relating to establishing
a spinal cord injury research board, in relation to the renamng of
the spinal <cord injury research trust fund as the Christopher Reeve
spinal cord injury research trust fund and providing an incone tax
check off box therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 629-a to
read as foll ows:

S 629-A G FT FOR CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL CORD | NJURY RESEARCH TRUST
FUND. AN I NDIVIDUAL | N ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO CONTRI BUTE TO THE
CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL CORD | NJURY RESEARCH TRUST FUND. SUCH CONTRI B-
UTI ON SHALL BE I N ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL NOT REDUCE THE
AMOUNT OF STATE TAX OWED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUAL. THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL
| NCLUDE SPACE ON THE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN FORM TO ENABLE A TAXPAY-
ER TO MAKE SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF
LAW ALL REVENUES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PAID TO
THE CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL CORD | NJURY RESEARCH TRUST FUND ESTABLI SHED
PURSUANT TO AND USED ONLY FOR THOSE PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON NI NE-
TY-NI NE- F OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 2. Section 99-f of the state finance |law, as added by chapter 338 of
the | aws of 1998, subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 524 of the | aws of
2008 and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 612 of the laws of 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 99-f. [Spinal] CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL cord injury research trust
fund. 1. There is hereby established in the joint custody of the state

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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conptroller and the conmm ssioner of taxation and finance a fund to be
known as the "CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury research trust fund".

2. The fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated for its purpose,
all rnonies required by this section or any other provision of lawto be
paid into or credited to such fund, ALL MONIES FROM G FTS PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY-NI NE-A OF THE TAX LAW and nonies in an
anount not to exceed eight mllion five hundred thousand dollars
coll ected by the mandatory surcharges inposed pursuant to subdivision
one of section eighteen hundred nine of the vehicle and traffic |aw.
Not hi ng cont ai ned herein shall prevent the departnment of health from
receiving grants, gifts or bequests for the purposes of the fund as
defined in this section and depositing theminto the fund according to
| aw.

3. Monies of the fund, when allocated, shall be available for adm nis-
trative costs of the CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury research board
established pursuant to title four of article two of the public health
| aw and for funding spinal cord injury research projects adm ni stered by
such board.

4. Moni es shall be payable from the CHRISTOPHER REEVE SPINAL CORD
I NJURY RESEARCH TRUST fund on the audit and warrant of the state conp-
troller on vouchers approved and certified by the commi ssioner of
heal t h.

S 3. The title heading of title IV of article 2 of the public health
| aw, as added by chapter 338 of the |aws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL CORD | NJURY RESEARCH BOARD

S 4. Sections 250 and 251 of the public health |aw, as added by chap-
ter 338 of the aws of 1998, are amended to read as foll ows:

S 250. [Spinal] CHRI STOPHER REEVE SPI NAL cord injury research board.
1. A spinal cord injury research board, NAVED FOR CHRI STOPHER REEVE, THE
NEW YORK ACTOR WHO HERO CALLY DEDI CATED THE LAST YEARS OF H'S LIFE TO
THE ADVANCEMENT OF CURE AND TREATMENT OF SPI NAL CORD I NJURIES, is hereby
created within the departnent for the purpose of admnistering spina
cord injury research projects and adm nistering the CHRI STOPHER REEVE
spinal cord injury research trust fund created pursuant to section nine-
ty-nine-f of the state finance law. The purpose of research projects
adm ni stered by the board shall be neurol ogical research towards a cure
for such injuries and their effects. The nenbers of the CHRI STOPHER
REEVE spinal cord injury research board shall include but not be limted
to representatives of the followi ng fields: neuroscience, neurol ogy,
neur o- surgery, neuro-pharmcol ogy, and spinal cord rehabilitative nedi-
cine. The board shall be conposed of thirteen nmenbers, seven of whom
shall be appointed by the governor, two of whomshall be appointed by
the tenporary president of the senate, two of whom shall be appointed by
the speaker of the assenbly, one of whom shall be appointed by the
mnority | eader of the senate, and one of whom shall be appointed by the
mnority | eader of the assenbly.

2. Board nenbers shall be reinbursed for ordinary travel expenses,
including neals and lodging, incurred in the performance of duties
pursuant to section two hundred fifty-one of this title.

3. The terns of board nenbers shall be four years commencing January
first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine.

4. At the end of a term a nenber shall continue to serve until a
successor is appointed. A nmenber who is appointed after a term has begun
shall serve the rest of the termand until a successor is appointed. A
menber who serves two consecutive full four year terns shall not be
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eligible for reappointnment for four years after conpletion of those
terns.

5. A mgjority of the full authorized nenbership of the board shal
constitute a quorum

6. One nenber of the board shall be chosen by the governor to serve as
chai r per son

7. Meetings of the board shall be held at |east twice a year but nay
be held nore frequently as deened necessary, subject to call by the
chai rman or by request of a majority of the board nmenbers. Board neet-
ings shall concern, anong other things, policy nmatters relating to
spinal cord injury research projects and prograns, research progress
reports, and other natters necessary to carry out the intent of this
title.

8. Menbers of the board shall be indemified pursuant to section
seventeen of the public officers |aw

S 251. Powers and duties. The CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury
research board created pursuant to section two hundred fifty of this
title shall:

1. Fornulate policies and procedures necessary to carry out the
provisions of this title;

2. Solicit, receive, and review applications frompublic and private
agencies and organizations and qualified research institutions for
grants fromthe CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal <cord injury research trust
fund, created pursuant to section ninety-nine-f of the state finance
| aw, to conduct research prograns which focus on the treatnent and cure
of spinal cord injury. The board shall nake recommendations to the
conmi ssi oner, and the comm ssioner shall, in his or her discretion,
grant approval of applications for grants fromthose applications recom
nmended by the board.

3. Ensure that state funds, appropriated for spinal cord injury
research are not diverted to any other use; and

4. Provide the governor and the |egislature an annual report by Janu-
ary thirty-first of each year succeeding the year in which this title
shall take effect setting forth the status of funds appropriated for
spinal cord injury research and the progress of the board in terns of
the results of its spinal cord injury research efforts.

S 5. Paragraph (nm) of subdivision 1 of section 17 of the public offi-
cers law, as added by chapter 338 of the |laws of 1998, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(m For the purposes of this section, the term "enployee" shal
i nclude the nmenbers of the CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury research
board within the departnent of health.

S 6. Section 4 of chapter 338 of the |aws of 1998 anendi ng the public
health | aw and other laws relating to establishing a spinal cord injury
research board, as anended by chapter 612 of the laws of 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 4. Notwi thstanding any inconsistent provisions of law to the contra-
ry, effective April 1, 1999, an anpbunt not to exceed $8, 500, 000 shall be
annually transferred from the general fund out of +the nmandatory
surcharges collected pursuant to subdivision 1 of section 1809 of the
vehicle and traffic lawto the CHRISTOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury
research trust fund held by the state conptroller pursuant to section
99-f of the state finance | aw which nonies shall then be deposited to
the credit of the CHRI STOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury research trust
fund pursuant to section 99-f of the state finance |aw Each such
paynment shall be acconpanied by a true and conplete report in such form
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and detail as the conptroller shall prescribe. Not hing contained in
this section shall be construed to authorize the transfer to the CHRI S
TOPHER REEVE spinal cord injury research trust fund of any nonies
collected under section 1809 of the vehicle and traffic |aw that are
ot herwi se authorized to be deposited to the <credit of the crimna
justice inprovenent account established pursuant to section 97-bb of the
state finance | aw.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to taxable
years beginning on or after the first of January of the year next
succeeding the year in which it shall have becone a | aw



