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STATE OF NEW YORK

2707
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 21, 2009

Introduced by M of A GANTT -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CHRI STEN
SEN, MENENY, WEINSTEIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
Heal t h

AN ACT to establish a task force on nedical record confidentiality
relating to the disposition or transference of medical records in
certain cases

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The conm ssioner of health shall establish a task force on
nmedi cal record confidentiality, to review issues related to the disposi-
tion or transference of nedical records when a health care practitioner
closes, sells or otherwise disposes of his or her practice or when a
health care practitioner dies or abandons his or her practice. Appoint-
ments to the task force shall be nade as follows: seven nenbers
appoi nted by the comm ssioner of health; two nenbers appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly; two menbers appointed by the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate; one nenber appointed by the mnority |eader of the
assenbly; and one nenber appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate.
The task force shall consist of individuals with expertise or know edge
of nmedical records and confidentiality issues and shall include individ-
ual s representing health care practitioners and health care consuners.
The task force shall reviewissues including, but not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

a. the appropriateness of requiring notification of patients before
nmedi cal records are transferred or disposed of, including the formthat
notification should take and any Iimtations on notification require-
nment s;

b. the confidentiality of medical records when a health care practi -
tioner's practice is sold, transferred or otherw se di sposed of, includ-
ing requi renents of obtaining consent from patients;
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c. the appropriate disposition or transference of nedical records when
a health care practitioner dies or abandons his or her practice or when
a health practitioner closes, sells or otherw se disposes of his or her
practice, including notification to patients;

d. the application of notification, confidentiality and consent
requi renents to the nedical records of non-active patients or to the
medical records of patients not seen by a practitioner on an ongoi ng
basi s; and

e. the application of notification, confidentiality and consent
requi renents to nedical records of practitioners that belong to partner-
ships or other group practices.

The task force shall review these issues and any ot her deemed neces-
sary and shall report to the legislature and the conmm ssioner of health
its reconmendations for appropriate regulatory or |egislative action by
April 1, 2011.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



