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STATE OF NEW YORK

2486
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2009

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to allowing the Yonkers
city school district to beconme an i ndependent school district

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 2554-d
to read as foll ows:

S 2554-D. DI SSCLUTI ON AND REORGANI ZATION OF THE YONKERS CITY SCHOOL
DI STRICT. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER OR ANY OTHER
GENERAL, SPECI AL, OR LOCAL LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE YONKERS CI TY SCHOOL
DI STRI CT SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL DI SSOLVE THE CURRENT YONKERS CITY SCHOOL
DI STRICT AND ORGANI ZE A NEW YONKERS CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT | N ACCORDANCE
W TH SECTI ONS FI FTEEN HUNDRED FOUR AND FIFTEEN HUNDRED FIVE OF THI'S
TITLE |F THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF THE YONKERS CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BY A
MAJORI TY VOTE TAKEN AT AN ANNUAL OR SPECI AL MEETING OF SUCH DI STRICT,
SHALL ADOPT A PROPCSI TI ON TO ALLOW THE DI SSOLUTI ON AND REORGANI ZATI ON OF
SUCH SCHOOL DI STRICT. SUCH ORDER SHALL SPECI FY A DATE ON WHI CH THE SAME
SHALL TAKE EFFECT, AND SHALL HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS AN ORDER MADE BY A
DI STRI CT SUPERI NTENDENT DI SSCLVI NG SUCH CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND FORM NG
A NEW Dl STRICT THEREFROM A COPY OF SUCH ORDER SHALL BE FILED W TH THE
CLERK OF THE NEW YONKERS CI TY SCHOOL DI STRICT. THE NEW YONKERS CITY
SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL BE | NDEPENDENT FROM THE CI TY OF YONKERS

2. THE PROVISIONS OF SECTI ON TVENTY-FI VE HUNDRED FI FTY-FOUR OF THI S
ARTI CLE NOTW THSTANDI NG THE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN THE CITY OF YONKERS
SHALL HAVE THE POWNER AND I T SHALL BE I TS DUTY:

(A) TO ESTABLI SH POLI Cl ES REGARDI NG THE CONDUCT AND ACTI VI TIES OF THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT WORKFORCE

(B) TO REVIEW APPROVE AND FILE WTH THE MAYOR, PURSUANT TO SECTION
TVENTY- FI VE HUNDRED SEVENTY-SIX OF TH' S ARTICLE, THE ANNUAL | TEM ZED
ESTI MATE OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND | NDEBTEDNESS AND CAPI TAL PLAN FOR THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DI STRI CT, VH CH BUDGET AND CAPI TAL PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE MJULTI - YEAR PRQJEC-
TI ONS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, | NDEBTEDNESS AND CAPI TAL NEEDS;

(©) TO MAKE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND | NCUR | NDEBTEDNESS, CONSI STENT W TH THE
ADOPTED BUDGET AND CAPI TAL PLAN;

(D) TO AUTHORI ZE CONTRACTS FOR GOCDS AND SERVI CES I N EXCESS OF TWO
HUNDRED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR;

(E) TOMON TOR THE DISTRICT'S REVENUES AND EXPENSES; AND, IN ITS
DI SCRETI ON, AUDI T THE SAME;

(F) TO ADOPT, INITS DI SCRETI ON, A RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SHI NG THE OFFI CE
OF AUDI TOR AND APPO NT AN AUDI TOR WHO SHALL HOLD SUCH POsSI TI ON  SUBJECT
TO THE PLEASURE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON. THE AUDI TOR SHALL REPCRT TO
AND WORK UNDER THE DI RECTI ON OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.
NO PERSON SHALL BE ELI @ BLE FOR APPO NTMENT TO THE OFFI CE OF AUDI TOR VWHO
SHALL BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OR THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF
SCHOCLS. NO PERSON APPO NTED TO THE OFFI CE OF AUDI TOR SHALL SERVE SI MJL-
TANEQUSLY |IN ANY OTHER POSITION OR CAPACITY WTH N THE DI STRI CT. THE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, AT ANY TI ME AFTER THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE OFFI CE OF
AUDI TOR, MAY ADOPT A RESOLUTI ON ABOLI SHI NG THE OFFI CE. WHEN THE OFFI CE
OF AUDI TOR SHALL HAVE BEEN ESTABLI SHED AND AN AUDI TOR SHALL HAVE BEEN
APPO NTED AND SHALL HAVE QUALI FI ED, THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE BOARD
OF EDUCATION, WTH RESPECT TO AUDI TI NG ACCOUNTS, CHARGES, CLAIM OR
DEMANDS AGAI NST THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL DEVOLVE UPON AND THERE-
AFTER BE EXERCI SED BY SUCH AUDI TOR, SUBJECT TO THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, DURI NG THE CONTI NUANCE OF THE OFFI CE;

(G TOASSIGN, INITS DI SCRETI ON AND I N FURTHERANCE COF | TS PONERS AND
DUTI ES, BY A TWO- THI RDS VOTE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, SUBJECT TO SUCH
PARAVETERS AND CRI TERIA AS | T MAY AUTHORI ZE, A COW TTEE OF THE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON OR ONE OR MORE EMPLOYEES, STAFF OR CONTRACTORS OF THE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON TO SERVE AS AN EXAM NER W TH PONER TO CONDUCT | NVESTI GATI ONS
AND HEARI NGS ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON. EACH EXAM NER SHALL
HAVE THE PONER TO SUBPCENA W TNESSES, ADM NI STER OATHS, AND REQUI RE THE
PRODUCTI ON OF BOCOKS, PAPERS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS AND | NFORVATI ON MATERI AL
TO THE | NVESTI GATI ON OR HEARI NG EACH EXAM NER SHALL CONCLUDE AND REPORT
THE RESULT OF ANY SUCH | NVESTI GATI ON OR HEARI NG TO THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION NO LATER THAN SI X MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF AUTHORI ZATI ON OF SUCH
I NVESTI GATI ON OR HEARI NG,

TO OVERRI DE, W THI N THREE WORKDAYS AFTER RECEI VING A MESSAGE OF
VETO BY A TWO- TH RDS VOIE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, VETCES BY THE
SUPERI NTENDENT OF SCHOOLS OF I TS ACTS OR RESOLUTI ONS; AND

(1) TO ADOPT SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE
I TS PONERS AND DUTI ES.

3. THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF SCHOOLS OF THE CI TY OF YONKERS SHALL POSSESS
THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND BE CHARGED W TH THE FOLLOW NG DUTI ES:

(A) TO PREPARE FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON'S REVI EW AND APPROVAL THE
ANNUAL | TEM ZED ESTI MATE OF DI STRICT REVENUES, EXPENSES, | NDEBTEDNESS
AND CAPI TAL PLAN PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- FI VE HUNDRED SEVENTY- SI X OF
TH' S ARTI CLE, WH CH BUDGET AND CAPI TAL PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE MJULTI - YEAR
PRQIECTI ONS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, | NDEBTEDNESS AND CAPI TAL NEEDS AND BE
IN A FORVAT APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND NAYOR,

(B) TO PREPARE AND SUBM T, I N A FORVAT APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION AND MAYOR, BIMONTHLY REPORTS TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE
MAYOR SUMVARI ZI NG THE DI STRI CT' S ACTUAL REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND | NDEBT-
EDNESS AND CONTRASTI NG THE SAME W TH THE ANNUAL ESTI MATES;

(©) TO AUTHORI ZE CONTRACTS FOR GOODS AND SERVI CES | N AMOUNTS LESS THAN
TWO HUNDRED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR;
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(D) TO APPROVE OR VETO, WTH N FI VE WORKDAYS AFTER APPROVAL BY THE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, ALL ACTS OR RESOLUTI ONS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
PROVI DED, HOWEVER THAT THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL HAVE NO VETO POAER OVER
MATTERS RELATED TO BOARD OF EDUCATI ON HEARI NGS OR | NVESTI GATI ONS OR THE
H RING  PUNI SHVENT, OR DI SM SSAL OF THE SUPERI NTENDENT OR AS TO MATTERS
W THI N THE | NTERNAL AFFAI RS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, | NCLUDING THE
H RING SUPERVISION OR DI SM SSAL OF SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYEES, STAFF, OR
CONTRACTORS; AND

(E) TO LI Al SON W TH AND REPRESENT THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT BEFORE ALL OTHER
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS, STATE AND FEDERAL OFFI Cl ALS AND AGENCI ES.

S 2. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 2553 of the education law, as
added by chapter 242 of the laws of 1974, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. In the city school districts of the cities of Rochester, YONKERS
and Syracuse the nenbers of such board of education shall be chosen by
the voters at large at either a general or nunicipal election, or at
both. In the city school district of the city of Buffalo the nenbers of
such board of education shall be chosen pursuant to the provisions of
subdi vision ten of this section.

[3. In the city school district of the city of Yonkers nenbers of the
board of education shall be appointed fromthe city at Jlarge by the
mayor and shall be for ternms of five years each, to begin on the first
Tuesday in My.]

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the comm ssioner of education
is authorized to pronulgate any and all rules and regul ations and take
any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this act on its effective date
on or before such date and provided further that Yonkers <city schoo
district board nenbers serving in office on the effective date of this
act may continue in office for the remainder of their term provided,
however, that a vacancy occurring other than by the expiration of term
for such school board nenbers in office on the effective date of this
act shall be filled subject to the provisions of this act.



