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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2009

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the practice of biof-
eedback therapy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new article 139-A

to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 139-A
Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY PRACTI CES ACT

SECTI ON 6920. DEFI NI TI ON OF PRACTI CE OF Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY.

6921. AUTHORI ZED PRACTI CE.

6922. STATE BOARD OF Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY.

6923. REQUI REMENTS FOR A LI CENSE.

6924. LI M TED PERM TS.

6925. EXEMPT PERSONS.

6926. SPECI AL PROVI SI ONS.

6927. PRACTI CE RESTRI CTI ONS.

S 6920. DEFI NI TI ON OF PRACTI CE OF Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY. THE PRACTI CE OF
Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY IS THE USE OF SENSI Tl VE | NSTRUMENTS TO MEASURE BODI -
LY PROCESSES W TH THE PURPOSE OF REPORTI NG RESULTS TO THE PERSON BEI NG
MEASURED TO ASSI ST SUCH PERSON | N CONTROLLI NG THESE PROCESSES. THIS CAN
BE A WAY TO LEARN STRESS MANAGEMENT AND RELAXATI ON TO PREVENT STRESS
RELATED DI SORDERS, OR TO REDUCE OR ELIMNATE THE SYMPTOVE OF MANY
SYNDROVES. IN ADDI TION TO TEACH NG SELF- REGULATI ON BY THE USE OF SUCH
| NSTRUVENTS, OTHER METHODS PROMOTI NG HEALTH AND COPI NG SKI LLS TAUGHT BY
THE Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LI M TED TO, DI APHRAGVATI C
BREATHI NG,  PROGRESSI VE RELAXATI ON, AUTOGENI C TRAI NI NG | MAGERY, PSYCHO
PHYSI OLOG CAL THERAPY AND COGNI TI VE RESTRUCTURI NG.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 6921. AUTHORI ZED PRACTI CE. ONLY A PERSON LICENSED OR AUTHORI ZED
PURSUANT TO TH'S ARTICLE TO PRACTI CE Bl OFEEDBACK SHALL USE THE TI TLE
" Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST".

S 6922. STATE BOARD OF BI OFEEDBACK THERAPY. 1. THE STATE BOARD OF
Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS ON RECOM
MENDATI ON OF THE COWMM SSI ONER FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASSI STI NG THE BOARD OF
REGENTS ON MATTERS OF LI CENSI NG AND CONDUCT. THE STATE BQOARD OF Bl OFEED-
BACK THERAPY SHALL BE COVPOSED OF SEVEN MEMBERS. | NI TI AL APPO NTMENTS TO
THE STATE BOARD OF Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY SHALL BE SUCH THAT THE TERMS
SHALL BE STAGGERED. NO MEMBER SHALL SERVE MORE THAN TWO TERMES.

2. SI X MEMBERS SO APPAO NTED SHALL BE PERSONS LI CENSED OR EXEMPT PURSU-
ANT TO THI' S ARTI CLE, AND ONE MEMBER SO APPO NTED SHALL BE AN | NDI VI DUAL
LICENSED IN THI S STATE AS A PHYSI Cl AN WHO | S PRACTI Cl NG

S 6923. REQUI REMENTS FOR A LICENSE. 1. TO QUALIFY FOR A LI CENSE AS A
Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST AN APPLI CANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG REQUI RE-
MVENTS:

A. APPL| CATI ON: FI LE AN APPLI CATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT.

B. EDUCATION. HAVE AT LEAST A MASTER S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDI TED
I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG I N A HEALTH CARE RELATED FI ELD SATI SFAC-
TORY TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS, PLUS AT LEAST FI FTY HOURS OF DI DACTIC
Bl OFEEDBACK EDUCATI ON.

C. TRAI NI NG AND SUPERVI SI ON:  HAVE AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED HOURS OF CLI N-
| CAL EXPERI ENCE I N THE PRACTI CE OF BI OFEEDBACK THERAPY UNDER THE SUPER-
VI SI ON OF A PERSON WHO, BECAUSE OF EDUCATI ON AND EXPERI ENCE WOULD BE
ELI G BLE FOR LI CENSURE OR IS LI CENSED AS A Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST.

D. EXAM NATI ON: PASS A WRI TTEN AND PRACTI CAL EXAM NATI ON SATI SFACTORY
TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS.

E. AGE: BE AT LEAST TVENTY- ONE YEARS OF AGE.

F. CHARACTER: BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AS DETERM NED BY THE BOARD OF
REGENTS.

G FEES: PAY A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS TO THE DEPART-
MENT FOR AN INITIAL LI CENSE, AND AN ANNUAL FEE OF FI FTY DOLLARS THERE-
AFTER.

2. AN APPLI CANT WHO HAS SATI SFI ED THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE
OF TH S SECTI ON, OTHER THAN EDUCATI ON, NMAY BE LI CENSED AS A Bl OFEEDBACK
TECHNI CI AN UPON OBTAINING AN ASSOCI ATE'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDI TED
I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG I N A HEALTH CARE RELATED FI ELD SATI SFAC-
TORY TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS. SUCH TECHNI CI AN WOULD BE REQUI RED TO PRAC-
TI CE UNDER THE DI RECTI ON OF A LI CENSED Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST.

S 6924. LIMTED PERM TS. THE DEPARTMENT MAY | SSUE A LIMTED PERM T TO
AN APPL| CANT WHO MEETS ALL REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSURE. THE FEE FOR EACH
LIMTED PERM T AND EACH RENEWAL SHALL BE SEVENTY DOLLARS.

S 6925. EXEMPT PERSONS. NOTH NG CONTAINED IN TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE
CONSTRUED TO PRCHI BI T THE PRACTI CE OF Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY BY QUALI FI ED
HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS LICENSED IN TH S STATE, OR BY STUDENTS OR
| NTERNS | N HEALTH CARE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS. NOTHI NG CONTAINED [N TH' S
ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROH BI T THE PRACTI CE OF Bl OFEEDBACK THER-
APY BY QUALIFIED PARA-PRCOFESSI ONALS WHO ARE SUPERVI SED BY LI CENSED
HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS QUALI FI ED TO PRACTI CE Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY.

S 6926. SPECI AL PROVI SI ONS. ANY PERSON PRACTI CI NG Bl OFEEDBACK THERAPY
ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE, NOTI' OTHERW SE EXEMPT, SHALL APPLY
FOR A LICENSE AS A BI OFEEDBACK THERAPI ST W THI N ONE YEAR OF SUCH DATE.
PENDI NG LI CENSURE, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR A LIM TED PERM T AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON SI XTY- NI NE HUNDRED TVENTY- FOUR OF TH S ARTI CLE. ANY
PERSON WHO MEETS THE APPROPRI ATE REQUI REMENTS AND HAS BEEN CERTI FI ED BY
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A NATI ONAL CERTI FYI NG BODY HAVI NG STANDARDS ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD OF
REGENTS SHALL BE GRANTED A LI CENSE.

S 6927. PRACTI CE RESTRI CTI ONS. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE CONSTRUED TO CONFER THE AUTHORI TY TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE BY BI OFEEDBACK
THERAPI STS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



