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STATE OF NEW YORK

2374
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2009

Introduced by M of A LANCMAN, JEFFRIES, LENTOL, ARROYO ESPAI LLAT,
GREENE, WRI GHT, H KI ND, PEOPLES, CAMARA, ZEBROWBKI, KELLNER, FARRELL
COOK, GLICK, MENENY, GOTTFRI ED, Del MONTE -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to amend the judiciary law, in relation to the selection of
jurors, updating sources of name lists on a quarterly basis, requiring
t he conmi ssioner of jurors to collect denographic data for jurors who
present for jury service and the sending of juror notices

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "jury poo
fair representation act".

S 2. Section 506 of the judiciary |aw, as amended by section 109 of
part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

S 506. Source of nanmes. (A) The conm ssioner of jurors shall cause the
nanes of prospective jurors to be selected at randomfromthe voter
registration lists, [and from such other available lists of the resi-
dents of the county as the chief adm nistrator of the courts shall spec-
ify, such as] lists of utility subscribers, I NCLUDI NG GAS AND ELECTRI C
UTI LI TY SUBSCRI BERS, |icensed operators of notor vehicles, registered
owners of notor vehicles, state and | ocal | NCOVE AND PROPERTY t axpayers,
persons applying for or receiving famly AND I NDI VI DUAL assi stance,
nmedi cal assistance or safety net assistance, persons receiving state
unenpl oynent benefits, PERSONS WHO RECEIVE STUDENT Al D ASSI STANCE,
PERSONS WHO RECEI VE THE SENI OR CI Tl ZEN RENT | NCREASE EXEMPTI ON, PERSONS
VWHO RECElI VE WORKERS' COWPENSATI ON, TELEPHONE SERVI CE SUBSCRI BERS, CABLE
TELEVI SI ON SUBSCRI BERS, PERSONS RESI DI NG | N PUBLI C HOUSI NG and persons
who have volunteered to serve as jurors by filing with the comm ssi oner
their nanes and pl aces of residence AND FROM OTHER AVAI LABLE LISTS OF
THE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY AS THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS
SHALL SPECI FY.

SUCH LI STS SHALL BE UPDATED ON A QUARTERLY BASI S.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) THE COW SSI ONER OF JURORS SHALL COLLECT DEMOGRAPHI C DATA FOR
JURORS WHO PRESENT FOR JURY SERVI CE, | NCLUDI NG EACH JUROR S RACE, RELI -
G ON, ETHNICITY, AGE AND SEX, AND SUBM T THE DATA I N AN ANNUAL REPORT TO
THE GOVERNOR, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE
SENATE.

(© THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS SHALL MAKE AN ANNUAL REPORT
DETAI LI NG THE COWLI ANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION. SUCH
REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, SUCH STATI STI CAL DATA
NECESSARY TO DETERM NE | F THE REQUI REMENTS | MPOSED BY THI S SECTI ON  HAVE
BEEN FOLLOAED REGULARLY AND CONSI STENTLY THROUGHOUT THE STATE, AND SHALL
| TEM ZE SUCH COVPLI ANCE BY A COUNTY- BY- COUNTY BASIS. SUCH REPORT SHALL
BE PUBLI SHED I N THE STATE RECORD AND, UPON DEMAND, BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. ADDI TI ONALLY, ACCESS TO SUCH REPORT SHALL BE
AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE WEBSI TE MAI NTAI NED BY THE OFFI CE OF COURT ADM NI S-
TRATI ON. SUCH REPORT, DETAI LI NG THE PREVI OUS CALENDAR YEAR S COWVPLI ANCE,
SHALL BE SO PUBLI SHED AND MADE AVAI LABLE ON OR BEFORE MARCH FI RST I N THE
NEXT SUCCEEDI NG CALENDAR YEAR.

S 3. Subdivision (b) of section 509 of the judiciary law, as anended
by chapter 86 of the laws of 1995, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The commissioner may nail to each prospective juror the juror
qual i fication questionnaire. The person to whom the questionnaire is
mailed shall conplete and sign it and return it to the conm ssioner

within ten days of mailing. If the questionnaire has not been returned
or properly conpleted, or if the conm ssioner otherw se determ nes that
a personal interviewis required, the conm ssioner SHALL MAKE AT LEAST
TWO ADDI TI ONAL  ATTEMPTS TO MAI L THE PROSPECTI VE JUROR A QUESTI ONNAI RE
AND may summon the prospective juror to appear before himor her for the
purpose of filling out the questionnaire or being exanined as to his or
her conpetence, qualifications, eligibility and liability to serve as a
juror. Such person shall not be entitled to any fee or mleage when
respondi ng for such purpose. The sumons nay be served personally or by
|l eaving it at the person's residence or place of business with a person
of suitable age and discretion, or by nmail. If served personally or by
substitution the sumons shall require the person sumoned to attend not
| ess than five days after service. If served by nmail the summons shal
require the person summoned to attend not |ess than eight days after
mai | i ng.

S 4. Section 516 of the judiciary |law, as added by chapter 316 of the
| aws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 516. Conmm ssioner of jurors to sunmon jurors. The conmmi ssioner of
jurors shall summon each juror drawn for jury service by serving upon
him a sumons and specifying the place where and the tinme when he is
required to attend. The summons nay be served by mail, or the conmm s-
sioner may direct the sheriff to serve the sumons personally or by
leaving it at the juror's residence or place of business with a person
of suitable age and discretion. |IF THE JUROR DOES NOT ANSVER THE
SUMMONS, THE COWM SSI ONER, | N ADDI TI ON TO THE PROCEDURES FOR NONCOWPLI -
ANCE PROVI DED FOR | N SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED TWENTY- SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE
SHALL MAKE AT LEAST TWO ADDI TI ONAL ATTEMPTS TO SERVE THE SUMMVONS UPON
THE JURCR

S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imrediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



