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Introduced by M of A BALL, TH ELE, SAYWARD, RABBI TT, TEDI SCO - -
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A  AMEDORE, BACALLES, BARCLAY, BOYLE
BURLI NG  CALHOUN, CONTE, CROUCH, DUPREY, ERRI GO, FINCH, FI TZPATRI CK
HAWLEY, P. LOPEZ, McDONOUGH, McKEVI TT, M LLER MOLI NARO, QAKS, O MARA
QUI NN, RAI A SALADI NO SCOZZAFAVA, TOMNSEND, WALKER -- read once and
referred to the Conmm ttee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the streamining of
pl anni ng and reporting requirenments for school districts and boards of
cooperative educational services; and to repeal subdivision 32 of
section 305 of such law relating to a study of such requirenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 215-b of the education |aw, as anended by chapter
301 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 215-b. Annual report by conmm ssioner to governor and | egislature.
The conmm ssioner shall prepare and subnmit to the governor, the president
pro temof the senate and the speaker of the assenbly not later than
January first, nineteen hundred ninety-six and by the first day of Janu-
ary in each vyear thereafter, a report detailing the financial and
statistical outcones of boards of cooperative educational services which
shall[, at mnimum] set forth with respect to the preceding schoo
year[: tuition costs for selected prograns; standard per pupil cost
informati on for selected services as deternined by the conm ssioner; and
aggregat e expenditure data for the follow ng categories: admnistration,
i nstructional services, career education, special education, rent and
facilities and other services; and such other information as deened
appropri ate] | NFORMATI ON NECESSARY TO ASSURE THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF
BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES FOR I TS FI SCAL AND PROGRAM
MATI C RESOURCES, AS SET FORTH I N REGULATIONS TO BE PRESCRIBED by the
commi ssioner. The format for such report shall be devel oped in consulta-
tion with school district officials and the director of the budget.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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Such report will include changes fromthe year prior to the report vyear
for each such itemfor all boards of cooperative educational services.
VHERE APPLI CABLE, SUCH REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE
DEPARTMENT OVER THE | NTERNET THROUGH A SECURE WEBPAGE AS SET FORTH IN
REGULATI ONS TO BE PRESCRI BED BY THE COW SSI ONER. THI' S ELECTRONI C REPORT
SHALL TAKE THE PLACE OF FI LI NG PAPER COPIES OF SUCH REPORT EXCEPT IN
Cl RCUMBTANCES WHERE AN ORI G NAL SIGNATURE | S REQUI RED, THEN ORI G NAL
PAPER COPI ES MUST BE FILED. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE ALL RULES
AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE ELECTRONIC FILING OF SUCH
REPORT. Such report shall be distributed to all school districts and
boards of cooperative educational services and shall be nade available
to all other interested parties upon request.

S 2. Subdivision 32 of section 305 of the education |aw i s REPEALED
and two new subdivisions 32 and 32-a are added to read as foll ows:

32. A. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE AND CONSI ST-
ENT WTH FEDERAL AND STATE LAW ELIM NATE OR STREAM.I NE PROGRAMVATI C
REPORTI NG, PLANNI NG AND APPLI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS | MPOSED ON SCHOOL
DI STRICTS AND BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES, | N ORDER TO
ELI M NATE OR M NI M ZE THE PRODUCTI ON OF REPORTS, APPLI CATI ONS AND PLANS
THAT CONTAI N DUPLI CATI VE | NFORMATI ON.  WHERE APPLI CABLE, THE COWM SSI O\
ER SHALL REQUI RE THAT ALL SUCH REPORTS, APPLI CATI ONS AND PLANS SHALL BE
SUBM TTED ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OVER THE | NTERNET THROUGH A
SECURE WEBPAGE. THESE ELECTRONI C REPORTS, APPLI CATI ONS AND PLANS SHALL
TAKE THE PLACE OF FI LI NG PAPER COPI ES OF SUCH REPORTS, APPLI CATI ONS AND
PLANS EXCEPT | N Cl RCUMSTANCES WHERE AN ORI G NAL SI GNATURE | S REQUI RED,
THEN ORI G NAL PAPER COPIES MJST BE FILED. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
PROVMULGATE ALL RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE ELEC-
TRONI C FI LI NG OF SUCH REPORTS, APPLI CATI ONS AND PLANS. THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL REQUI RE ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CES TO COWRESS ALL DI STRICTWDE PLANNING REQUI REMENTS [INTO A
SI NGLE DI STRI CTW DE COVPREHENSI VE PLAN, WHI CH AT A M NI MUM SHALL | NCLUDE
THE COMPONENTS PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED
TO THE DI STRI CTW DE LONG RANGE CAPI TAL FACI LI TIES PLAN, AND APPLI CABLE
CURRENT FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS. IN THE CASE OF THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT OF
THE CI TY OF NEW YORK, A DI STRI CTW DE COVWREHENSI VE PLAN SHALL BE DEVEL-
OPED FOR THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT, EACH COVMUNI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT, AND
THE DI STRI CTS OR OTHER ADM NI STRATI VE DI VI SI ONS RESPONSI BLE FOR OPERA-
TION OF NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS. THE COVWM SSI ONER SHALL ALSO
REQUI RE ALL SCHOOL DI STRICTS AND BOARDS OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVICES TO COWPRESS ALL BUI LDI NG LEVEL PLANNI NG REQUI REMENTS | NTO A
SI NGLE BUI LDI NG LEVEL COVWPREHENSI VE PLAN, VWHICH AT A MN MM SHALL
| NCLUDE THE COVPONENTS PRESCRIBED BY THE COVWM SSI ONER AND APPLI CABLE
CURRENT FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS. | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE TRUSTEES OR
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF EVERY SCHOOL DI STRICT AND OF THE CHANCELLOR AND
EACH COVMUNI TY DI STRI CT EDUCATI ONAL COUNCIL IN THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRICT
O THE CTY OF NEW YORK AND OF EVERY BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CES TO ASSURE THAT ALL COVPONENTS OF THE DI STRI CTW DE COVPREHENSI VE
PLAN AND EACH BUI LDI NG LEVEL COVWPREHENSI VE PLAN ARE AS FULLY | NTEGRATED
AND CONSI STENT AS PRACTICABLE, AND THAT SUCH PLANS ARE CONTI NUOUSLY
REVI EMED, REFLECT ONGO NG ANALYSES OF CURRENT TEACH NG AND LEARNI NG DATA
AND ARE UPDATED ON AT LEAST AN ANNUAL BASI S. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SION OF LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, ANY SEPARATE PLAN
REQUI REMENTS | MPOSED UNDER THI S CHAPTER OR ANY RULE OR REGULATI ON SHALL
BE DEEMED TO BE FULFI LLED BY | NCLUSI ON OF SUCH PLAN I N THE COVPREHENSI VE
DI STRI CTW DE OR BUI LDI NG LEVEL PLAN, PROVI DED THAT ALL REQUI RED | NFORVA-
TION I'S I NCLUDED I N THE APPLI CABLE COVPREHENSI VE PLAN.
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B. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE THE TRUSTEES OR BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
OF EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CHANCELLOR AND EACH COWUN TY
DI STRI CT- EDUCATI ONAL COUNCIL IN THE CITY SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CI TY OF
NEW YORK AND EVERY BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES TO MAKE | TS
DI STRI CTW DE COWPREHENSI VE PLAN AND EACH BUI LDI NG LEVEL COVPREHENSI VE
PLAN AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C, EXCEPT WHERE SUCH PLANS CONTAIN | NFORVA-
TION THAT | S CONFI DENTI AL AND NOT SUBJECT TO DI SCLOSURE UNDER STATE OR
FEDERAL LAW NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW RULE OR REGJ
LATION TO THE CONTRARY, ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT OR BOARD OF COOPERATI VE
EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES THAT MAKES I TS COWPREHENSI VE DI STRICTWDE AND/ OR
BU LDI NG LEVEL PLANS PUBLI CLY AVAI LABLE ELECTRONI CALLY THROUGH POSTI NG
ON | TS WEBSI TE SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE FI LED SUCH PLANS W TH THE DEPART-
MENT AS OF THE DATE OF POSTI NG AND SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO SEPARATELY
REPORT THE | NFORMATION CONTAINED IN SUCH PLANS TO THE DEPARTMENT,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH DI STRI CT OR BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES
REPORTS SUCH POSTI NG TO THE DEPARTMENT, W TH THE WEB ADDRESS AT WH CH
SUCH PLANS ARE AVAILABLE, I N THE MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT,
AND PROVI DED FURTHER THAT NOTHI NG HEREI N SHALL PRECLUDE THE DEPARTMENT
FROM REQUI RING AMENDMENT OF A PLAN OR THE SUBM SSI ON OF ADDI TI ONAL
| NFORVATI ON WHERE | T DETERM NES THAT THE | NFORMATION IN THE COVPREHEN-
SIVE PLANS 1S NOT CURRENT OR COVPLETE OR OTHERW SE SUFFI Cl ENT TO MEET
STATUTORY OR REGULATORY REQUI REMENTS.

32-A. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRA-
RY, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO GRANT WAl VERS
PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VISION FROM ANY ANNUAL REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS
| MPOSED ON SCHOOL DI STRICTS UNDER THI S CHAPTER, IN WHOLE OR |IN PART,
PROVI DED SUCH WAI VERS APPLY TO ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND DO NOT CONFLI CT
W TH FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS. SUCH WAI VERS MAY BE GRANTED UPON FI NDI NGS BY
THE COVM SSI ONER THAT:

A. THE PURPOSES OF THE REPORT CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY MET THROUGH
SUBM SSI ON OF A REPORT ON A TWO YEAR, THREE- YEAR OR Fl VE- YEAR BASI S, AS
SPECI FIED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, TAKI NG | NTO ACCOUNT OTHER ANNUAL DATA
REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS AND | NFORVATI ON MADE PUBLI CLY AVAILABLE BY THE
SCHOOL DI STRICT ON AN ANNUAL BASI S; AND

B. THE REPORT OR PORTI ON OF THE REPORT BEI NG WAI VED DOES NOT CONTAI N
FI SCAL OR OTHER DATA OR | NFORVATI ON NEEDED FOR PURPOSES OF COWPUTI NG
STATE OR FEDERAL AID OR FOR PURPCSES OF SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DI STRICT
ACCOUNTABI LI TY OR FOR AUDI T PURPOSES.

S 3. Paragraph c¢ of subdivision 4 of section 1950 of the education
law, as anended by chapter 301 of the |aws of 1996, is anended to read
as foll ows:

c. Make or cause to be nmade surveys to determi ne the need for cooper-
ative educational services in the supervisory district and present the
findings of their surveys to local school authorities. Each board of
cooperative educational services shall prepare |ong range program pl ans
to nmeet the projected need for such cooperative educational services in
the supervisory district for the next five years as may be specified by
the commi ssioner, and shall [submt] I NCORPORATE such plans [and there-
after annual revisions of such plans to the conm ssioner on or before
the first day of Decenber of each year, except that special education
and career education programplans, in a formspecified by the comm s-
sioner, shall be submtted every two years, no later than the date spec-
ified by the comm ssioner, and revised annually] | NTO THE BOARD OF COOP-
ERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES DI STRI CTW DE COVWPREHENSI VE PLAN. VHERE
APPLI CABLE, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE THAT ALL SUCH PLANS SHALL BE
SUBM TTED ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OVER THE | NTERNET THROUGH A
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SECURE WEBPAGE. THIS ELECTRONIC PLAN SHALL TAKE THE PLACE OF FI LI NG
PAPER COPI ES OF SUCH PLAN EXCEPT |IN ClRCUMSTANCES WHERE AN ORI d NAL
SIGNATURE |S REQUI RED, THEN ORI G NAL PAPER COPlI ES MUST BE FILED. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL PROMULGATE ALL RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO
| MPLEMENT THE ELECTRONI C FI LI NG OF SUCH PLAN.

S 4. Paragraph b of subdivision 8 of section 3602 of the education
law, as anended by section 16 of part B of chapter 57 of the | aws of
2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

b. District plans of service. Any school district receiving an addi-
tional apportionnent pursuant to subdivision ten of this section for
pupils in career education prograns or a paynent in lieu of such appor-
tionnment or having a public excess cost aid setaside pursuant to subdi -
vision four of this section shall keep on file and nmke available for
public inspection and review by the conm ssioner an acceptabl e plan of
service describing the student outcones expected fromi npl enentation of
the proposed plan, provided that such plan nmay be incorporated into a
school district's district-w de conprehensive plan. The plan of service
[submitted by] OF a school district receiving an additional apportion-

ment pursuant to this section for pupils with disabilities shall also
describe how such district intends to ensure that all instructiona
materials to be used in the schools of such district will be nade avail -

able in a usable alternative format for each student with a disability
and for each student who is a qualified individual with a disability, at
the same time as such instructional materials are available to non-di sa-
bl ed students, provided that such plan may incorporate by reference the
alternative format plans devel oped pursuant to subdivision twenty-nine-a
of section sixteen hundred four, subdivision four-a of section seventeen
hundr ed ni ne, subdivision seven-a of section twenty-five hundred three
or subdivision seven-a of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this
chapter. Such plans shall be in a formprescribed by the comm ssioner,
and except as heretofore provided, shall have the content prescribed by
t he conm ssioner. WHERE APPLI CABLE, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE THAT
ALL SUCH PLANS SHALL BE SUBM TTED ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OVER
THE | NTERNET THROUGH A SECURE WEBPAGE. THI S ELECTRONI C PLAN SHALL TAKE
THE PLACE OF FILING PAPER COPI ES OF SUCH PLAN EXCEPT I N Cl RCUMSTANCES
VHERE AN ORI G NAL SI GNATURE | S REQUI RED, THEN ORI G NAL PAPER COPI ES MUST
BE FILED. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE ALL RULES AND REGULATI ONS
NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE ELECTRONI C FI LI NG OF SUCH PLAN. The conmi s-
sioner may, fromtine to tinme, require amendnents of such plans as
deened to be necessary and appropriate to further the educationa
wel fare of the pupils invol ved.

S 5. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the comms-

sioner of education shall issue a report to the governor and the |egis-
| ature detailing the reporting requirenents that have been elimnated
pursuant to the provisions of this act. Such report shall include

specific statutory requirenents, reports and regulatory requirenents
that have been elimnated or rendered null and void as a result of the
provisions of this act. Were applicable, the comm ssioner of education
shall require that such report shall be subnmitted electronically to the
education departnment over the internet through a secure webpage. This
el ectronic report shall take the place of filing paper copies of such
report except in circunmstances where an original sighature is required,
then original paper copies nmust be filed. The commi ssioner of education
shall promulgate all rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the
el ectronic filing of such report.
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S 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however, that section one of this
act, subdivision 32 of section 305 of the education |aw, as repeal ed and
added by section two of this act, and sections three and four of this
act shall take effect July 1, 2009. The conm ssioner of education is
i mredi ately authorized and directed to pronul gate, amend and/or repea
any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on
its effective date on or before such effective date.



