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I ntroduced by M of A PECPLES, CLARK, BENEDETTO, AUBRY, WRI GHT, CANARA,
COOK, JOHN, SCARBOROUGH, MAISEL, SCHRCEDER, GREENE, JEFFRIES --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BOYLAND, BROOK- KRASNY, DI AZ, ESPAI LLAT,
HEASTI E, HOOPER, HOYT, MENENY, M LLMAN, PHEFFER, REILLY, J. RIVERA,
ROBI NSON, ROSENTHAL, SCHI MEL, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a program
to enabl e over-age, under-credit youths to obtain a high school diplo-
ma or equi val ent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 100 to

read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 100
OVER- AGE AND UNDER- CREDI T STUDENTS
SECTI ON 4950. LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
4951. OVER- AGE AND UNDER- CREDI T STUDENT PROGRAM

S 4950. LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT RECENTLY, MORE
H GH SCHOCOL STUDENTS ARE NOW BEI NG " PUSHED- OQUT" OF THEI R SCHOOLS BECAUSE
THEY ARE OVER- AGE OR UNDER- CREDI TED. ACCORDI NG TO ADVOCATES FOR CHIL-
DREN, STUDENTS AS YOUNG AS FI FTEEN AND AS OLD AS TWENTY, HAVI NG A RANGE
OF ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENTS, WERE BEING TOLD THAT THEY WERE NO LONGER
ALLOAED TO STAY IN H GH SCHOOL BECAUSE THEY WERE TOO OLD, DI D NOT HAVE
ENOUGH CREDI TS, OR WERE NOT ON TRACK TO EARN A DIPLOVA IN FOUR YEARS.
"PUSH NG QUT" STUDENTS IS A RESULT OF SCHOOLS DEEM NG THE STUDENT AS
DI FFI CULT TO EDUCATE AND MAY BE A RESULT OF CERTAIN RISK FACTORS NOT
RELATED TO THE |NDH VIDUAL STUDENT'S OW FAULT. A VAR ETY OF THESE
FACTORS MAY | NCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO. POOR ACADEM C PERFORMANCE OR
ATTENDANCE; DRUG USE I N THE HOVE; SI NGLE PARENT HOUSEHOLD;, NEGLECT AND
ABUSE; TEEN PARENT; AND NO HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATE | N THE HOVE. PARENT
CHARACTERI STI CS THAT ALSO ESTABLI SH RI SK | NCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PARENTS SPEAK ENGLI SH POORLY OR NOT AT ALL; PARENTAL CONTACT WTH THE
SCHOOL AND HOVEWORK SUPPORT AT HOVE IS LIM TED OR NON EXI STENT; LI M TED
OR NO ACCESS TO HEALTH BENEFI TS; PARENTS ARE UNEMPLOYED, RECElI VE PUBLIC
ASSI STANCE, OR ARE WORKING POOR; PARENTS ARE ELI G BLE FOR BUT DO NOT
ACCESS EARNED | NCOVE TAX CREDI TS AND ARE FI NANCI ALLY UNSTABLE.

THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT A PROGRAM | S NEEDED TO BE DI RECTED
AT SEVENTEEN TO TWENTY YEAR OLD OVER- AGE, UNDER- CREDI TED HI GH SCHOOL
STUDENTS ALLOW NG SUCH STUDENT TO BE " TRANSFERRED' TO AN ADULT EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM | NSTEAD OF BEI NG CONSI DERED A H GH SCHOOL DROP-QUT. SUCH A
PROGRAM WOULD HELP THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE UNDER- CREDI TED, OVER- AGED, OR
BEI NG PUSHED- OUT OF THEI R SCHOOL SYSTEM AN OPPORTUNI TY TO CONTI NUE THEI R
EDUCATI ON THEREBY G VI NG THOSE STUDENTS ACCREDI TATION AND THE RIGHT
TOOLS FOR SUCCESS IN THEIR FUTURES. THE LEGQ SLATURE THEREFORE ESTAB-
LI SHES THE OVER- AGE AND UNDER- CREDI T STUDENT PROGRAM

S 4951. OVER- AGE AND UNDER- CREDI T STUDENT PROGRAM 1. THE COWM SSI ONER
| S HEREBY DI RECTED TO CREATE AND ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM THAT ENABLES OVER-
AGE, UNDER-CREDI T YOUTH I N NEW YORK STATE TO OBTAIN A H GH SCHOOL DI PLO-
MA OR THE EQU VALENT AND MAKE AN EFFECTI VE TRANSI TI ON TO EMPLOYMENT OR
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON OR POSTSECONDARY- LEVEL TRAINING  THI'S | NCLUDES
POSTSECONDARY DEGREE CREDI T STUDY, ADVANCED TRAI NI NG, APPRENTI CESHI P, OR
EMPLOYMENT W TH A CAREER LADDER.

2.  STUDENTS WHO EXI T PUBLI C SCHOOLS W THOUT A DI PLOVA SHALL BE TRANS-
FERRED TO APPROPRI ATE PROGRAMM NG FOR PURSU T AND COVPLETI ON OF A CGENER-
AL EDUCATI ON DI PLOVA ( GED .

3. THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT SHALL RECOGNI ZE AND ALLOW ALTERNA-
TI VE CREDENTI ALI NG FOR OVER- AGE, UNDER- CREDI T SEVENTEEN TO TWENTY YEAR
OLD STUDENTS. THESE ALTERNATI VE CREDENTI ALS SHALL | NCLUDE BUT ARE NOT
LIMTED TO GENERAL EDUCATI ON EQUI VALENCY PROGRAMS, ENTRY TO EMPLOYMENT,
ENTRY TO POSTSECONDARY VOCATI ONAL, TRAI NI NG CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS, WORK-
PLACE TRAI NIl NG CREDENTI AL AND ACCEPTABLE SCORES ON COLLEGE ENTRANCE
EXAMS ENABLI NG THE STUDENT TO ENTER COLLEGE CREDI T CLASSES.

4. SUCH ACTI ONS SHALL BE CONSI DERED UNDER THE NEW YORK STATE EDUCATI ON
ACCOUNTABI LI TY SYSTEM AS A TRANSFER RATHER THAN A DROP- QUT.

5. SUCCESSFUL COWPLETI ON OF A CREDENTI AL | DENTI FI ED ABOVE SHALL BE
CONS| DERED A VALUED OQUTCOVE WTH CREDI T A VEN TO LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS.

6. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE | NCREASED FUNDI NG TO COVER
THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WTH DELIVERING A H GH QUALI TY GED/ VOCATI ONAL
PROGRAM TO OVER- AGE, UNDER- CREDI TED YOUTH BETWEEN THE AGES OF SEVENTEEN
AND TWENTY YEARS OLD EITHER ENROLLED |IN H GH SCHOOL OR ALTERNATI VE
PROGRAMM NG.

S 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2009; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



