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AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the educational prepa-
ration for practice of professional nursing

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The |legislature hereby finds and declares that with the
i ncreasing conplexity of the Anerican healthcare system and rapidly
expandi ng technology, the educational preparation of the registered
prof essi onal nurse nust be expanded. The nurse of the future nust be
prepared to partner wth nultiple disciplines as a collaborator and
manager of the conplex patient care journey. Shorter |lengths of stays,
hi gher patient acuity, and nore sophisticated technol ogi es and proce-
dures are increasing the conplexity of patient care - which in turn
pl aces great demands on nursing conpetencies. Oher countries are
respondi ng to these changes by requiring the baccal aureate degree as an
entry requirenent for nursing licensure while other professions are
demandi ng master and doctoral degrees as their entry point. Severa
recent research studies clearly denonstrate the added val ue of addi-
tional education in relation to inproved patient outcones; one study
denonstrates that each ten percent increase in the nunber of baccal au-
reate prepared nurses results in a five percent decrease in surgica
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patient deaths. Therefore, the Ilegislature finds that expanding the
educational requirenments for the profession of nursing, while rmaintain-
ing the multiple entry points into the profession, is needed. This bil
affects future nurses graduating from associ ate degree or diplonma nurs-
i ng progranms who would be required to obtain a baccal aureate in nursing
within ten vyears of initial licensure. Al current nurses |icensed in
New York and students in prograns preparing for registered professiona
nursing are to be exenpt fromthe new requirenent. This legislation is
mrrored after the progressive education requirenment for teachers in New
York state. Nunerous regulatory and accrediting bodi es have recomended
this change as a neans to address sophisticated patient care needs
resulting fromshorter |engths of stay, higher acuity and nore sophisti-
cated interventions. This proposal is the result of a growing body of
research evidence that additional education results in better patient
out cones. Therefore by requiring the baccal aureate degree for continued
registration as a registered professional nurse this bill seeks to be
responsive to neet the increasingly conplex health care needs of the
resi dents of New York state.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 6905 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 994 of the laws of 1971 and such section as renunbered by chap-
ter 50 of the laws of 1972, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(2) Education: have received an education, and a di ploma or degree in
prof essi onal nursing, in accordance with the comr ssioner's regul ati ons,
AND IN ORDER TO CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN REG STRATION AS A REQ STERED
PROFESSI ONAL NURSE | N NEW YORK STATE, HAVE ATTAINED A BACCALAUREATE
DEGREE IN NURSING WTH N TEN YEARS OF | NI TI AL LI CENSURE | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE COW SSI ONER' S REGULATIONS. I N I TS DI SCRETI ON, THE DEPARTMENT
MAY | SSUE A CONDI TI ONAL REQ STRATI ON TO A LI CENSEE WHO FAI LS TO COWLETE
THE BACCALAUREATE DEGREE BUT WHO AGREES TO MEET THE ADDI TI ONAL REQUI RE-
MENT WTH N ONE YEAR. THE FEE FOR SUCH A CONDI TI ONAL REG STRATI ON  SHALL
BE THE SAME AS, AND I N ADDI TION TO, THE FEE FOR THE TRI ENNI AL REG STRA-
TION. THE DURATI ON OF SUCH CONDI TI ONAL REG STRATION SHALL BE FOR ONE
YEAR AND MAY BE EXTENDED, W TH THE PAYMENT OF A FEE, FOR NO MORE THAN
ONE ADDI TI ONAL YEAR. ANY LI CENSEE WHO IS NOTIFIED O THE DENIAL OF A
REG STRATI ON FOR FAI LURE TO COVPLETE THE ADDI TI ONAL EDUCATI ONAL REQUI RE-
MENTS AND WHO PRACTI CES AS A REQ STERED PROFESSI ONAL NURSE W THOUT SUCH
REG STRATI ON MAY BE SUBJECT TO DI SCl PLI NARY PROCEEDI NGS PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI XTY-FI VE HUNDRED TEN OF THI S TI TLE

S 3. The provisions of this act shall not apply to:

a. any student entering a generic baccal aureate program preparing
regi stered professional nurses after the effective date of this act;

b. any student currently enrolled in, or having an application pending
in, a programpreparing registered nurses as of the effective date of
this act;

c. any person already licensed as a registered professional nurse or
any unlicensed graduate professional nurse who is eligible to take the
Nati onal Council Licensure Exam nation as of the effective date of this
act .

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately and the conmm ssioner of
education is authorized to pronulgate any rule or regul ati on necessary
to i nplenent the provisions of this act.



