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STATE OF NEW YORK

1860
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2009

Introduced by M of A NCOLAN, COLTON, ESPAI LLAT, GREENE, MARKEY, MENE-
NY, PHEFFER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A COOK, FARRELL, G.ICK,
HOOPER, JOHN, KOON, LIFTON, SWEENEY, WVEI NSTEI N, WElI SENBERG -- read
once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to parental access to
information relating to school operation and mai nt enance

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |l egislature hereby finds that the
quality of the school environnment is inportant to the health of our
children and the adults who work with them Children and young adults
spend a significant portion of their |Ilives in school buildings. The
| egislature also finds that although all students and adults can be
vul nerabl e when exposed to certain substances, young children especially
have been shown to be generally nore sensitive because of their snal
body size, immature imune systens, and higher rate of growh. The
| egi slature also finds that information on the operation and mai nt enance
of school buildings and grounds may not be readily available, easily
accessible, or copied at a reasonable cost. Therefore, the legislature
finds that it is reasonable for nenbers of the public, such as parents
and guardians, to have ready access to basic information on the
substances and activities used to operate and mai ntain school buildings
and school grounds.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 409-j to
read as follows:

S 409-J. ACCESS TO SCHOOL HEALTH AND SAFETY |INFORMATION. 1. THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY TO ALL PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SCHOOLS
AND EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS W THI N THE STATE, SERVI NG STUDENTS AT ANY
LEVEL FROM KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE

2. EVERY SCHOOL OR I NSTI TUTION SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH'S
SECTI ON SHALL MAI NTAI N AND MAKE AVAI LABLE, I N A LOCATI ON EASI LY ACCESSI -

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BLE TO THE PUBLI C DURI NG ADM NI STRATI VE HOURS, | NFORVATI ON ON THE STOR-
AGE AND ANTI Cl PATED SCHEDULE OF NORVAL USE OF THE FOLLOW NG SUBSTANCES:

(A) SOLVENTS AS DEFI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVA-
TION, I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, | NSTITUTIONAL FLOOR WAX STRI PPERS,
DEGREASERS AND PAI NT THI NNERS;

(B) ALL PESTICIDES | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO HERBI Cl DES, FUNG -
Cl DES, | NSECTI Cl DES AND RODENTI Cl DES AS DEFINED I N SECTION 33-0101 OF
THE ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

(C) ALL LANDSCAPE NMAI NTENANCE CHEM CALS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO
FERTI LI ZERS;

(D) ALL CHEM CALS USED I N LABORATORI ES; ART ROOVE; AND WOODWORKI NG,
| NDUSTRI AL, AND OTHER SHOPS; AND

(E) ALL CLEANI NG SCLUTI ONS OTHER THAN THOSE USED FOR PERSONAL HYG ENE,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO FLOOR MAI NTENANCE CHEM CALS.

3. EVERY SCHOCOL OR I NSTI TUTION SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE, |IN A LOCATION EASILY ACCESSI BLE TO THE
PUBLI C DURI NG ADM NI STRATI VE HOURS, THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON:

(A) RESULTS OF ANY TESTS, MONITORING ACTIVITIES, REMEDI ATION OR
STUDI ES PERFORMED, OR RECOMVENDATI ONS W TH RESPECT TO LEAD, ASBESTGCS,
RADON, | NDOOR Al R QUALITY, DRI NKING WATER QUALITY, OR OTHER ENVI ROV
MENTAL CONDI TI ON;

(B) THE MAI NTENANCE SCHEDULE OF ANY HEATI NG VENTI LATI ON AND Al R- CON-
DI TI ONI NG SYSTEMS | NCLUDI NG THE DATES OF MAI NTENANCE PERFORMED AND THE
OPERATI ONAL CONDI TI ON OF THE SYSTEMS; AND

(©) RECORDS OF ALL ACTIONS TAKEN OR AUTHORI ZED BY THE SCHOOL OFFI -
Cl ALS, SCHOOL EMPLOYEES OR SCHOOL DI STRICT TO ABATE ANY ENVI RONMVENTAL
QUALI TY, HEALTH AND/ OR SAFETY CONDI TI ONS OR VI OLATI ONS.

4. (A) COPIES OF THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S
SECTI ON  RELATI NG TO THE SUBSTANCES SET FORTH IN SUBDI VISION TWO OF THI' S
SECTI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE AT A REASONABLE CHARGE AND SUCH DATA MAY
ALSO BE AVAI LABLE I N ELECTRONIC FORM | F ACCESS | S EASILY AVAILABLE AND
| NSTRUCTI ONS ARE PROVI DED.

(B) ANNUALLY, AS DETERM NED BY EACH SCHOOL, SUCH | NFORMATI ON FI LED
DURI NG THE PREVI QUS TWELVE MONTHS SHALL BE STORED I N A LOCATI ON CONSI ST-
ENT W TH OTHER ENVI RONVENTAL AND BUI LDI NG MAI NTENANCE DOCUMENTS FOR A
PERIOD OF TEN YEARS UNLESS SUCH DOCUMENTS ARE REQUI RED BY FEDERAL OR
STATE LAW TO BE STORED FOR A LONGER PERI OD OF TI ME.

(C) AT LEAST ANNUALLY, PARENTS OF ALL STUDENTS SHALL RECEIVE PRI NTED
NOTI CE FROM EI THER AN | NDI VI DUAL SCHOOL OR THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT THAT SUCH
| NFORMATION IS AVAILABLE. SUCH NOTICE MAY BE PART OF A SCHOOL'S OR
SCHOOL DI STRI CT' S PARENT | NFORVATI ON PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED
TO NEWSLETTERS, LETTERS, FLYERS, AND OTHER PRI NTED MEANS OF DI STRI BUTI NG
| NFORMATI ON.

5. NO SCHOOL OR EMPLOYEE OF A SCHOOL SHALL BE HELD CIVILLY OR CRIM -
NALLY LI ABLE FOR ANY FAI LURE TO COWLY WTH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S
SECTI ON, UNLESS SUCH FAI LURE CONSTI TUTES NEGLI GENCE, GROSS NEG.I GENCE,
OR | NTENTI ONAL M SCONDUCT. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE
CONSTRUED AS LIMTING ANY LEGAL CAUSE OF ACTI ON OR REMEDY AT LAW IN
STATUTE OR IN EQUI TY THAT EXI STED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S
SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2011.



