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STATE OF NEW YORK

1766--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2009

Introduced by M of A MORELLE, KOON, GANTT, DESTITO LUPARDO -- Milti -
Sponsored by -- M of A PEOPLES -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Health -- reported and referred to the Commttee on Ways
and Means -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said commttee

AN ACT to establish the statewi de tel enedicine/tel ehealth task force,
and providing for its powers and duties

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Secti on 1. Legislative intent. The |legislature recognizes that
geography, weather and other factors can create barriers to accessing
appropriate health and nental health care in New York State. One way to
provi de access to care is through the appropriate use of technology to
allow health care consunmers access to qualified health care providers
and institutions. In order to better understand the role of technol ogy
in providing access to health care and to ensure that services protect
patient confidentiality, the |legislature establishes a statewi de task
force on tel emedi ci ne/tel eheal th.

S 2. Statewi de telenedicine/telehealth task force. a. There is hereby
est abl i shed Wit hin t he depart ment of heal t h a statew de
tel enedi cine/tel ehealth task force, to be conprised of seventeen nenbers
who shall be appointed in the followi ng manner: three shall be appointed
by the tenporary president of the senate and one by the mnority | eader
of the senate; three shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly
and one by the mnority | eader of the assenbly; and nine shall be
appointed by the governor. The nmenbers of the task force shall include
representatives of rural hospitals and health systens; comunity hospi -
tals and health systens; academ c nedi cal centers; other hospitals and
heal t h systens; nursing honmes; hone health agencies; hospices; physi-
cians; nurse practitioners; other health care practitioners; tel ecomu-
nications or related industries; health care payors; and health care
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consuners. Al appointnments shall be made in such a manner to ensure
st at ewi de geographi c representation. 1In addition, the task force shal
include the conm ssioner of education or his or her designee and the
comm ssioner of health or his or her designee.

b. Menbers of the task force shall not receive any conpensation but
shall be reinbursed for their actual, necessary expenditures.

c. Menbers of the task force shall serve at the pleasure of the person
who appoi nted them and may be renpoved at anytinme, wthout cause. Any
vacancy on the task force shall be filled in the same nanner as the
ori gi nal appoi nt nent.

d. The task force shall make recommendations to the governor and the
| egi sl ature on the follow ng:

1. assessnment of existing tel ehealth prograns and recommendati ons for
expansi on;

2. a plan to develop telenedicine and telehealth systens including
health education, preventive and prinmary care, specialty diagnostic and
clinical services, taking into account access to care by the nedically
underserved, residents of renote and rural areas, and other specia
popul ati ons;

3. standards in the application of telenmedicine, telehealth and
medical informatics including clinical efficacy, cost effectiveness and
qual ity of care;

4. definitions of professional conduct related to telepractice,
including patient confidentiality and conpetence in using technol ogy by
| i censed professionals;

5. nethods for ensuring patient safety and the use of appropriately
|l i censed professionals in tel emedicine; and

6. the nethodology for determ ning the paynent for tel enedicine and
tel eheal th services under nedical assistance services and other insur-
ance cover age.

Such recomendations shall also take into account applicable federa
and state regul ati ons governing professional practice and del egation by
i censed professionals, patient privacy, confidentiality of peer review,
a |icensed professional's conpetence to practice using technol ogy, and
qual ity assurance information.

e. The task force shall report to the governor and the legislature on
or before Decenber 1, 2010.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



