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Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing regional
br oadband pl anni ng grants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 7-B to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 7-B
REG ONAL BROADBAND PLANNI NG GRANTS
SECTI ON 178. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.
178- A. BROADBAND GRANTS.

S 178. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. THE LEGQ SLATURE FINDS AND
DECLARES THAT THE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS ACT OF 1996 WAS DESI GNED TO FOSTER
COWPETI TION IN THE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS | NDUSTRY, LOWAERING PRICES AND
| MPROVI NG SERVI CES. UNFORTUNATELY, LONG DI STANCES BETWEEN Cl TI ES AND LOW
POPULATI ON DENSI TI ES DELAY DEPLOYMENT OF ADVANCED TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS I N
RURAL AREAS. A "DIG TAL DI VIDE" EXI STS I N NEW YORK STATE BETWEEN PRI MA-
RILY URBAN AND RURAL AREAS. TELECOVMMUNI CATI ON COVPANI ES HAVE FOCUSED
MOST OF THEI R | NI TI AL BROADBAND OPTI CAL FI BER, CELLULAR, AND SATELLITE
DISH |INVESTMENTS IN THE MOST POPULATED AREAS OF THE STATE WHERE THE
RETURN ON THAT | NVESTMENT | S GREATEST. CONSEQUENTLY, MANY RURAL COVMUNI -
TIES MAY NOT HAVE ACCESS TO ADVANCED H GH SPEED | NTERNET ACCESS. THE
LACK OF SUCH ACCESS CAN BE AN | MPEDI MENT | N THE EFFORT TO RECRU T AND
RETAI N BUSI NESS AND JOBS. WHI LE A NUMBER OF PROPCSALS HAVE BEEN ADVANCED
TO ADDRESS THIS I SSUE, | T IS APPARENT THAT THERE |S NOT AN EXI STING
BASELI NE DATA TO SERVE AS A GUI DE FOR DECI SI ON- MAKI NG

THE LEGQ SLATURE FURTHER FINDS THAT IT IS UP TO I NDI VI DUAL JURI SDI C-
TIONS TO DO THEI R OAN TELECOVMUNI CATI ON ASSESSMENTS TO DETERM NE WHERE
H GH SPEED | NTERNET ACCESS EXI STS. A FEW COUNTI ES HAVE BEGUN THI S PROC-
ESS. TH S LEGQ SLATI ON | S NECESSARY TO DETERM NE WHERE TELECOVMUNI CATI ON
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| NFRASTRUCTURE CURRENTLY EXI STS AND WHERE | NVESTMENTS NEED TO BE MADE | N
THE FUTURE.

S 178-A. BROADBAND GRANTS. 1. ANY ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT ORGANI ZATI ON
CONDUCTI NG TELECOVMMUNI CATI ONS ASSESSMENTS FOR THE COUNTY IN WH CH SUCH
ORGANI ZATION | S LOCATED SHALL RECEI VE A STATE GRANT I N AN AMOUNT EQUAL
TO THE CONTRI BUTI ON TO SUCH ORGANI ZATION BY SUCH COUNTY, PROVI DED,
HONEVER, THAT THE CUMULATIVE AMOUNT OF SUCH GRANTS d VEN TO ORGANI ZA-
TIONS I N ANY ONE COUNTY SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.

2. THE PURPOSE OF THESE GRANTS IS TO

(A) | DENTIFY AREAS W THIN THE COUNTY THAT ARE NOT SERVED BY HI GH SPEED
| NTERNET ACCESS.

(B) DETERM NE WHERE HI GH SPEED | NTERNET ACCESS HAS BEEN DEPLOYED AND
TO DETERM NE AN | NVENTORY OF THE KI NDS OF TECHNOLOGY THAT ARE | N PLACE
W THI N SUCH COUNTY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO THE FOLLOW NG

(1) LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRI ER CHARACTERI STICS, | NCLUDI NG SERVICE AREA,
CENTRAL OFFI CES, EQUI PMENT, SERVI CES, AND COST OF SERVI CE;

(1) TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS NETWORK CHARACTERI STI CS, | NCLUDI NG | NTEROFFI CE
BACKBONES, W DE- AREA NETWORKS, AND LOCAL- AREA NETWORKS;

(1'1'l') LONG DI STANCE SERVI CES;

(1V) THE ABILITY TO RECEIVE TELEVI SION AND VI DEO SI GNALS, | NCLUDI NG
PUBLI C AND PRI VATE CABLE, SATELLITE LI NKS, AND | NTERACTI VE VI DEG,

THE ABI LI TY TO RECElI VE W RELESS TRANSM SSI ONS, | NCLUDI NG CELLULAR,
PERSONAL COVMUNI CATI ON SERVI CES, OR DI G TAL W RELESS;

(V1) | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI DER CHARACTERI STI CS, | NCLUDI NG LOCAL DI AL-
UP ACCESS, THE NUMBER OF MODEM LINES AND THElI R RELATI VE SPEEDS, THE
NUMBER OF LI NES DEDI CATED FOR | NTERNET SERVI CE PURPOSES, AND THE VARI ETY
AND COSTS OF SERVI CES; AND

(V1) GOVERNMENT NETWORKS OPERATED BY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES, OR
OTHER PUBLI C ENTI TI ES.

S 2. The departnent of public service shall conduct a statew de study
of the inventory of the state's high-speed infrastructure. The results
of the study shall be presented to the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly no | ater than one year
after the effective date of this act.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
any state grants made pursuant to section one of this act shall apply to
county grants nade on or after the effective date of this act.



