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STATE OF NEW YORK

1704
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 9, 2009

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRI GHT, LIFTON, LUPARDO, ESPAI LLAT, SCHRCE-
DER, ARROYO, GABRYSZAK -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  DESTITQ
DI AZ, EDDI NGTON, MENENY, PHEFFER, TOMWNS, WElI SENBERG -- read once and
referred to the Conm ttee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to courses of instruction
in the aging process, issues related to aging, understanding and pl an-
ning for long-termcare and intergenerational programi ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Anerica s future is in the hands of
today's youth who, as adults, will face a challenge unique to the histo-
ry of mankind: a "graying society". Today's youth will need to becone
educated and prepare to care for aging parents at an increasing persona
cost, wunderstand and invest in long-termcare health insurance as part
of their own | ong-range fam ly planning, develop healthy lifestyles to
ensure their own successful aging, and work to elimnm nate negative views
about aging. Despite the "graying" of our society, children at all grade
| evel s have negative inages of older people. This is reiterated in
AARP' s | MAGES | N AMERI CA (1995), which included a national random sanpl e
of teens and a survey of children ages 6-11. This study showed that
children form negative stereotypes about the elderly at a very early
age. This should not be surprising given the nmedia's portrayal of ol der
adults as well as the disconnect between the generations. Children
perceive growing older as a process of decline, wthout potential for
growh and fulfillnment. Inages of aging as depicted in children's draw

ings enphasize disabilities, isolation and dependency. Mssing from
children's images is the vision of physical and nmental wellness in |ater
life, involvenent with others, independent [|iving, productivity and

connection wth the Jlarger comunity. Despite the know edge of chil -
dren's negative attitudes about ol der people, very little is being done
to prepare our youth to neet these challenges, and nost high schoo
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graduates receive little information on the physiological, social,
psychol ogi cal or economc effects of aging. Several researchers have
found that when schools have initiated prograns at different grade
|l evel s to teach about aging, the results have been very positive on how
children view ol der people and the aging. In addition, interactions with
ol der people were found to be a factor in form ng positive i mages of the
el derly and reducing stereotyping. Furthernore, this know edge wl|
enabl e students to better prepare thenselves for planning for their own
retirement and long-termcare needs. For all of these reasons, the
| egislature is prescribing the inclusion of instruction on the aging
process, issues related to aging, understanding and planning for |ong-
termcare and intergenerational programming in the New York state school
curricul um

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 804-e to
read as foll ows:

S 804-E. COURSES OF | NSTRUCTION I N THE AD NG PROCESS, | SSUES RELATED
TO AG NG UNDERSTANDI NG AND PLANNI NG FOR LONG TERM CARE, AND | NTERGENER-
ATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG 1. A THE REGENTS SHALL PRESCRI BE COURSES OF
| NSTRUCTI ON ON THE AG NG PROCESS, | SSUES RELATED TO AG NG UNDERSTANDI NG
AND PLANNI NG FOR LONG TERM CARE, AND | NTERGENERATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG TO BE
MAI NTAI NED AND FOLLOWED | N ALL THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF THE STATE. THE
BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON AND TRUSTEES OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOL DI STRICTS OF THE
STATE SHALL REQUI RE | NSTRUCTION TOBE GVEN IN SUCH COURSES BY THE
TEACHERS EMPLOYED | N THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS THEREIN. ALL PUPI LS ATTENDI NG
SUCH SECONDARY SCHOOLS SHALL ATTEND UPON SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON.

B. SIMLAR COURSES OF | NSTRUCTI ON SHALL BE PRESCRI BED AND MAI NTAI NED
I N PRI VATE SECONDARY SCHOCOLS IN THE STATE, AND ALL PUPILS IN SUCH
SECONDARY SCHOOLS SHALL ATTEND UPON SUCH COURSES. | F SUCH COURSES ARE
NOT SO ESTABLI SHED AND MAI NTAI NED | N A PRI VATE SECONDARY SCHOOL, ATTEND-
ANCE UPON | NSTRUCTI ON | N SUCH SECONDARY SCHOOL SHALL NOT BE DEEMED
SUBSTANTI ALLY EQUI VALENT TO | NSTRUCTI ON G VEN TO PUPILS OF LIKE AGE IN
THE PUBLI C SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT I N WHI CH SUCH PUPI LS
RESI DE.

2. THE REGENTS, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE STATE OFFICE FOR THE Ad NG
SHALL DETERM NE THE SUBJECTS, TOPI CS AND PROGRAMM NG TO BE | NCLUDED I N
SUCH COURSES OF | NSTRUCTION ON THE AQd NG PROCESS, |SSUES RELATED TO
AG NG  UNDERSTANDI NG AND PLANNI NG FOR LONG TERM CARE, AND | NTERGENERA-
TI ONAL PROGRAMM NG, | N ADDI TION TO THE PERI OD OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N EACH OF
THE SECONDARY GRADES | N SUCH SUBJECTS, TOPI CS AND PROGRAMM NG. | NTER-
GENERATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG MAY | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO UTILIZING
SENI OR CI TI ZEN VOLUNTEERS TO MENTOR STUDENTS AND TEACH LESSONS, ENGAG NG
STUDENTS | N | NTERGENERATI ONAL SERVI CE LEARNI NG PRQJIECTS, CONGREGATE OR
HOVE DELI VERED MEALS PROGRAMS, AND NURSI NG HOMVE VI SI TS.

3. THE REGENTS SHALL ADOPT RULES PROVI DI NG FOR ATTENDANCE UPON SUCH
| NSTRUCTI ON AND FOR SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS ARE REQUI RED FOR CARRYI NG | NTO
EFFECT THE OBJECTS AND PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON. THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL
BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THI S SECTI ON AND SHALL CAUSE TO BE
| NSPECTED AND SUPERVI SE THE | NSTRUCTI ON TO BE G VEN I N SUCH SUBJECTS AND
TOPI CS. THE COW SSI ONER MAY, IN H'S OR HER DI SCRETI ON, CAUSE ALL OR A
PORTION OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL MONEY TO BE APPORTIONED TO A SCHOOL
DI STRICT TO BE W THHELD FOR FAI LURE OF THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES OF SUCH
DI STRI CT TO PROVI DE | NSTRUCTI ON | N SUCH COURSES AND TO COVPEL ATTENDANCE
UPON SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON, AS PRESCRIBED I N THI' S SECTI ON, AND FOR A NON- COV
PLIANCE WTH THE RULES OF THE REGENTS ADOPTED AS PROVIDED IN THI S
SECTI ON.
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S 3. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the education
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph 10 to read as fol |l ows:

(10) I N FORMULATI NG THE CURRI CULUM FOR EACH COLLEGE AND UNI VERSI TY OF
THE STATE UNI VERSI TY, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL REQUI RE AND | NCLUDE
| NSTRUCTI ON | N THE AG NG PROCESS, | SSUES RELATED TO AG NG UNDERSTANDI NG
AND PLANNI NG FOR LONG TERM CARE, AND | NTERGENERATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE STATE OFFI CE FOR THE Ad NG
SHALL FURTHER ESTABLISH AND DI STRI BUTE GUI DELI NES, PERTAI NI NG TO SUCH
| NSTRUCTI ON, | NCLUDI NG CREDI T HOURS, TO THE PRESI DENT OF EACH COLLEGE
AND UNI VERSI TY OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY.

S 4. Section 6206 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 17 to read as foll ows:

17. I N FORMULATI NG THE CURRI CULUM FOR EACH COLLEGE OF THE CI TY UNI VER-
SITY, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL REQUI RE AND | NCLUDE | NSTRUCTION I N THE
AGQ NG PROCESS, | SSUES RELATED TO AG NG, UNDERSTANDI NG AND PLANNI NG FOR
LONG TERM CARE, AND | NTERGENERATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG. THE BOARD OF TRUS-
TEES, | N CONSULTATION W TH THE STATE OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG, SHALL FURTHER
ESTABLI SH AND DI STRI BUTE GUI DELI NES, PERTAINING TO SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON,
INCLUDING CREDIT HOURS, TO THE PRESI DENT OF EACH COLLEGE OF THE CI TY
UNI VERSI TY.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



