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STATE OF NEW YORK

1491
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A WRIGHT, TOMS, BENJAM N, ESPAI LLAT -- Multi-Spon-
sored by -- M of A BOYLAND, COLTON, LAVINE, WEI SENBERG -- read once
and referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to establishing a
vi sion care program and to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the
state finance law, in relation to establishing the save our sight fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is anended by adding a new article
27-Mto read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 27-M
VI SI ON CARE PROGRAM
SECTI ON 2799- AA. SPECI AL PROGRAMS W TH RESPECT TO PROPER VI SI ON CARE.
2799- BB. COUNCI L.

S 2799-AA. SPECI AL PROGRAMS W TH RESPECT TO PROPER VI SI ON CARE. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH, W THI N THE DEPARTMENT, A PROGRAM TO | MPLE-
MENT A VOLUNTARY CHI LDREN S VI SI ON SCREENI NG, TRAI NI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON
PROGRAM FOR VOLUNTEERS, CHI LD DAY-CARE PROVIDERS, NURSES, TEACHERS,
MEDI CAL  DOCTORS PRACTICING I N PRI MARY CARE SETTI NGS AND OTHERS SERVI NG
CH LDREN TO PROMOTE EDUCATI ON REGARDI NG PROPER VI SI ON CARE. THI S PROGRAM
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED TO PROMOTE PUBLI C AWARENESS REGARDI NG PROPER VI SI ON
CARE, THE VALUE OF EARLY DETECTION OF VI SION PROBLEMS AND APPROPRI ATE
TREATMENTS. TO CARRY QUT THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG POVWERS AND DUTI ES:

1. TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A REG STRY AND TARGETED VOLUNTARY CASE
MANAGEMENT FOR PROBLEMS, | LLNESSES AND DI SEASES OF THE EYE, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO, AMBLYOPI A, TO DETERM NE WHETHER CHI LDREN W TH SUCH
| LLNESSES OR DI SEASES OF THE EYE ARE RECEI VI NG PROFESSI ONAL EYE CARE AND
TO PROVIDE THEIR PARENTS W TH | NFORMATI ON AND SUPPORT REGARDI NG THEI R
CH LD S VISION CARE. FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTIQN, "AMBLYOPI A" SHALL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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MEAN REDUCED VI SION I N AN EYE THAT HAS NOT RECElI VED ADEQUATE USE DURI NG
EARLY CHI LDHOOD,

2. TO ESTABLI SH A MATCHI NG GRANT PROGRAM FOR THE PURCHASE AND DI STRI B-
UTI ON OF PROTECTI VE EYEVWEAR TO CHI LDREN,

3. TO PROVI DE VI SI ON HEALTH, EDUCATI ON AND SAFETY PROGRAMS, AND DEVEL-
OP AND DI STRIBUTE | NFORVATI ONAL MATERIALS FOR THE PURPCSE OF PUBLI C
AWARENESS OF THE BENEFI TS OF HEALTHY AND PREVENTATI VE VI SI ON CARE. SUCH
| NFORMATI ONAL MATERI AL SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED TGO, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M T-
ED TO THE COW SSI ONER OF MOTOR VEHI CLES TO PROMOTE VOLUNTARY CONTRI B-
UTI ONS TO THE SAVE OUR Sl GHT FUND BY PERSONS APPLYING FOR OR RENEW NG
THEIR MOTOR VEH CLE REG STRATIONS OR DRI VER S LI CENSE CONSI STENT W TH
THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TWENTY- FOUR-B OF THE VEH CLE AND
TRAFFI C LAW AND TO ELEMENTARY CLASSROOMS AND LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF
HEALTH;

4. TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY GRANTS, AWARDS, OTHER FUNDS AND APPROPRI -
ATI ONS AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE FOR SUCH PURPCSES, SUBJECT TO THE LI M TATI ONS
FOR THE APPROVAL OF EXPENDI TURES AND AUDI T THEREOF AS PRESCRI BED BY THE
STATE FI NANCE LAW AND

5. TO ENTER |INTO SUCH CONTRACTS, W THI N THE AMOUNTS MADE AVAI LABLE
THEREFOR, AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO |MPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S
SECTI ON.

S 2799-BB. COUNCIL. 1. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A VI SI ON CARE COUNCI L
TO ADVI SE THE DEPARTMENT ON WAYS TO DETECT VISION PROBLEMS, POSSIBLE
TREATMENTS AND APPROPRI ATE PREVENTI VE VI SI ON CARE. | N CARRYI NG QUT THESE
FUNCTI ONS, THE COUNCI L SHALL ASSI ST THE DEPARTMENT | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF
EDUCATI ONAL MATERIALS AND THE ESTABLISHMVENT OF PUBLIC AWARENESS
CAMPAI GNS. THE COUNCI L SHALL CONSI ST OF TWELVE MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED
W TH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON. SI X MEMBERS SHALL
BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY
LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESI GNATE THE CHAIR OF THE
COUNCI L. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL | NCLUDE REPRESENTATI VES FROM
OPHTHALMOLOGY, OPTOVETRY, TEACH NG NURSI NG PEDI ATRI CS AND NOT- FOR- PRO
FI' T ORGANI ZATI ONS WHOSE PURPOSE | NCLUDES EDUCATI ON AND DI RECT COMMUNI TY
SERVI CE WHI CH | NCLUDES VI SUAL SCREENI NG FOR THE GENERAL PUBLI C EMPHASI Z-
ING THE PRE-SCHOOL POPULATI ON. THE APPROPRI ATE PROFESSI ONAL ASSOCI -
ATI ONS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, OPTOMVETRY, TEACH NG NURSING AND PEDI ATRI CS
SHALL MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR APPO NTMENTS TO THE COUNCI L.

2. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEIR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
224-b to read as foll ows:

S 224-B. SAVE OUR SIGHT FUND. 1. THE COW SSIONER, OR H'S OR HER
AUTHORI ZED AGENT, SHALL ASK EACH PERSON APPLYI NG FOR OR RENEW NG A MOTOR
VEH CLE REG STRATI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAP-
TER OR APPLYI NG FOR AN | NI TI AL OR RENEWAL LI CENSE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE
NI NETEEN OF THI S CHAPTER WHETHER SUCH PERSON W SHES TO MAKE A VOLUNTARY
ONE DOLLAR CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE SAVE OUR SI GHT FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO- FF OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW EVERY APPLI CATI ON AND
RENEWAL NOTI CE FOR THE REGQ STRATION OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE SHALL | NCLUDE THE
QUESTI ON OF WHETHER THE OWNER OF THE MOTOR VEHI CLE AND EVERY APPLI CATI ON
AND RENEWAL NOTICE FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEH CLE SHALL
| NCLUDE THE QUESTI ON WHETHER THE APPLI CANT W SHES TO MAKE A VOLUNTARY
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ONE DOLLAR CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE SAVE OUR S| GHT FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO- FF OF THE STATE FINANCE LAW THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL ALSO MAKE AVAI LABLE TO EACH SUCH PERSON | NFORMATI ONAL MATERI ALS ON
THE | MPORTANCE OF EYE CARE AND SAFETY DI STRI BUTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
HEALTH PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TVENTY- SEVEN-M OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

2. ALL REVENUE COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL, ON A QUARTERLY BASIS, BE FORWARDED BY THE COWM SSIONER TO THE
COWTROLLER FOR DEPCSIT IN THE SAVE OUR S| GHT FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO- FF OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 3. The state finance |law is anended by addi ng a new section 92-ff to
read as foll ows:

S 92-FF. SAVE OUR SIGHT FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLISHED IN THE
JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COW SSI ONER OF MOTOR VEHI CLES AND THE COWVPTROLLER,
A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOAN AS THE " SAVE OUR SI GHT FUND'.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF MOTOR VEHI CLES PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION TWO HUNDRED
TVENTY-FOUR-B O THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFIC LAW AND ALL OTHER MONEYS
APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR
SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT
THE STATE FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS, d FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF
THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE FUND
ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED ONLY FOR VI SI ON CARE PROGRAMNS.
AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "VISION CARE PROGRAMS' MEAN EDUCATI ONAL
PRQJIECTS ADM NI STERED BY NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS, WHI CH, PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON TVEENTY- SEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY- NI NE- AA OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW
ARE RECOMMENDED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR APPROVAL BY THE VI SI ON
CARE COUNCI L, ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- SEVEN HUNDRED NI NE-
TY-NI NE- BB OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COVMPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FIED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF HEALTH.

5. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL ENSURE
THAT ALL MONI ES RECEI VED DURI NG A FI SCAL YEAR ARE EXPENDED PRI OR TO THE
END OF THAT FI SCAL YEAR.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



