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January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to amend the New York city civil court act, inrelation to
requiring the housing court to provide certain information to tenants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 110 of the New York city civil court act is anmended

by addi ng a new subdivision (q) to read as foll ows:
THE PETI TI ONER SHALL | NCLUDE | N BOLD PRI NT AT THE END OF THE PETI -

TION THE FOLLOW NG NOTI CE OF | NFORVATI ON TO THE RESPONDENT:

(1) CLERKS OF THE HOUSING COURT CANNOT DETERM NE THE VALI DI TY OF
CASES.

(2) RESPONDENT HAS A RI GHT TO TRI AL.

(3) THE TENANT MAY AT ANY TIME GO TO A PRO SE CLERK FOR | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG HOUSI NG COURT PROCEDURE AND ASSI STANCE | N FI LI NG COURT PAPERS

(4) THE TENANT SHOULD ASSERT ANY DEFENSE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED
TO, LACK OF NECESSARY REPAI RS AND MAY ASSERT ANY COUNTERCLAIM OR CLAIM
FOR OFFSET AGAINST RENT IN H S OR HER ANSVER

(5) THE TENANT MAY, BUT DOES NOT HAVE TO, REQUEST THE HOUSI NG PRESER-
VATI ON  AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE TO I NSPECT THE PREM SES TO CONFI RM ANY
CLAI M OF DANGEROUS OR UNHEALTHY CONDI TI ONS WHI CH THE TENANT BELI EVES MAY
AFFECT THE AMOUNT OF RENT DUE

(6) LEGAL FEES, LATE FEES AND ANY OTHER FEES MAY ONLY BE | MPOSED AFTER
A TRIAL BY A HOUSI NG JUDGE | F THEY ARE ESTABLISHED IN A WRI TTEN LEASE
AND THEY ARE NOT CONSIDERED PART OF ANY RENT DUE UNLESS THE LEASE
EXPRESSLY ESTABLI SHES THEM AS SUCH

(7) ONLY A HOUSI NG JUDGE MAY | SSUE A WARRANT TO EVICT A TENANT AND
ONLY A MARSHAL OR SHERIFF IS AUTHORIZED TO USE FORCE TO EXECUTE A
WARRANT. THE LANDLORD AND TENANT MAY AGREE TO TERM NATE THE TENANCY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PRIOR TO THE | SSUANCE OR SERVI CE OF A WARRANT, BUT NO ONE MAY COWPEL A
TENANT W THOUT HI' S OR HER CONSENT TO ABANDON THE TENANCY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



