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STATE OF NEW YORK

11491
I N ASSEMBLY
June 17, 2010

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Abbate) --
read once and referred to the Cormmttee on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to anend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
service retirenent benefits for court reporters enployed by the
uni fied court system

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision b of section 442 of the retirenent and socia
security law is anended by adding a new paragraph 1-a to read as
fol | ows:

1-A. A MEMBER VWHO | S A COURT REPORTER EMPLOYED BY THE UNI FI ED COURT
SYSTEM MAY RETI RE W THOUT REDUCTION OF HHS OR HER RETI REMENT BENEFIT
UPON HIS OR HER ATTAINVENT OF AT LEAST FIFTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE AND
COVPLETI ON OF TWENTY- FI VE OR MORE YEARS OF SERVI CE; AND

S 2. Subdivision a of section 503 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anmended by chapter 662 of the laws of 1988, is anended to
read as foll ows:

a. The normal service retirenent benefit specified in section five
hundred four OF THI S ARTI CLE shall be payable to general nenbers, other
than elective nmenbers, who have net the m ninum service requirenents
upon retirenent and attai nnment of age sixty-two, provided, however, a
general nmenber who is a peace officer enployed by the unified court
system or a nenber of a teachers' retirenment systemmy retire wthout
reduction of his or her retirement benefit upon attai nment of at |east
fifty-five years of age and conpletion of thirty or nore years of
service; AND PROVIDED FURTHER THAT A GENERAL MEMBER WHO I S A COURT
REPORTER EMPLOYED BY THE UNFIED COURT SYSTEM MAY RETIRE W THOUT
REDUCTION OF H'S OR HER RETI REMENT BENEFI T UPON ATTAI NMENT OF AT LEAST
FI FTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE AND COVPLETI ON OF TVENTY-FI VE OR MORE YEARS OF
SERVI CE.

S 3. Subdivision a of section 603 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anended by section 7 of part B of chapter 504 of the | aws of
2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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a. The service retirenent benefit specified in section six hundred
four of this article shall be payable to nenbers who have net the mni-
mum servi ce requi rements upon retirenent and attai nnent of age sixty-
two, other than nenbers who are eligible for early service retirenent
pursuant to subdivision ¢ of section six hundred four-b of this article,
subdi vision ¢ of section six hundred four-c of this article, subdivision
d of section six hundred four-d of this article, subdivision c of
section six hundred four-e of this article, subdivision c of section six
hundred four-f of this article, subdivision ¢ of section six hundred
four-g of this article, subdivision c of section six hundred four-h of
this article or subdivision ¢ of section six hundred four-i of this
article, provided, however, a nenber of a teachers' retirenent system or
the New York state and |ocal enployees' retirement systemwho first
j oi ns such system before January first, two thousand ten or a nenber who
is a unifornmed court officer or peace officer enployed by the wunified
court systemmay retire without reduction of his or her retirenent bene-
fit wupon attainnent of at least fifty-five years of age and conpl etion
of thirty or nore years of service, provided, however, that a uniforned
court officer or peace officer enployed by the unified court system who
first becones a nmenber of the New York state and |ocal enployees’
retirement system on or after January first, two thousand ten and
retires without reduction of his or her retirenment benefit upon attain-
nment of at Jleast fifty-five years of age and conpletion of thirty or
nore years of service pursuant to this section shall be required to nmake
the nenber contributions required by subdivision f of section six
hundred thirteen of this article for all years of credited and credita-
bl e service. A MEMBER WHO | S A COURT REPORTER EMPLOYED BY THE UNI FI ED
COURT SYSTEM MAY RETI RE W THOUT REDUCTI ON OF HI'S OR HER RETI REMENT BENE-
FIT UPON ATTAI NVENT OF AT LEAST FI FTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE AND COVPLETI ON
OF TVENTY- FI VE OR MORE YEARS OF SERVI CE.

S 4. Subdivision a of section 603 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anmended by section 3-a of chapter 19 of the laws of 2008, is
amended to read as foll ows:

a. The service retirement benefit specified in section six hundred
four of this article shall be payable to nenbers who have nmet the mni-
mum service requirements wupon retirement and attai nment of age sixty-
two, other than nmenbers who are eligible for early service retirenent
pursuant to subdivision ¢ of section six hundred four-b of this article,
subdi vision ¢ of section six hundred four-c of this article, subdivision
d of section six hundred four-d of this article, subdivision c of
section six hundred four-e of this article, subdivision c of section six
hundred four-f of this article, subdivision ¢ of section six hundred
four-g of this article, subdivision c of section six hundred four-h of
this article or subdivision ¢ of section six hundred four-i of this
article provided, however, a nmenber who is a peace officer enployed by
the unified court systemor a nenber of a teachers' retirement system or
the New York state and | ocal enployees' retirement system nay retire
wi t hout reduction of his or her retirenment benefit upon attai nment of at
least fifty-five years of age and conpletion of thirty or nore years of
service; A MEMBER WHO | S A COURT REPORTER EMPLOYED BY THE UNI FI ED COURT
SYSTEM MAY RETIRE WTHOUT REDUCTION OF H'S OR HER RETI REMENT BENEFI T
UPON ATTAI NMENT OF AT LEAST FI FTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE AND COWPLETION OF
TVENTY- FI VE OR MORE YEARS OF SERVI CE.

S 5. Paragraph 1 of subdivision b of section 902 of the retirenment and
social security law, as anmended by section 10 of part B of chapter 504
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:
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1. [An] EXCEPT FOR A COURT REPORTER OF THE UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM AN
eligible enployee (i) with a date of nmenbership in a retirenment system
on or after July twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred seventy-six and before
January first, two thousand ten, and (ii) who has ten or nore years of
menbership or ten or nore years of credited service with a retirenent
system under the provisions of article fourteen or fifteen of this chap-
ter shall not be required to contribute to a retirenment system pursuant
to section five hundred seventeen or six hundred thirteen of this chap-
ter as of the cessation date. COURT REPORTERS OF THE UNFIED COURT
SYSTEM WTH TEN OR MORE YEARS OF MEMBERSH P OR TEN OR MORE YEARS OF
CREDI TED SERVI CE SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO CONTRIBUTE TO A RETI REMENT
SYSTEM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED THI RTEEN OF TH S CHAPTER.

S 6. The cost attributable to the operation of this act shall be borne
by the unified court system

S 7. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, that the anend-
ments to subdivision a of section 603 of the retirenent and social secu-
rity law nade by section three of this act shall be subject to the expi-
ration and reversion of such subdivision pursuant to section 13 of
chapter 682 of the |laws of 2003, as amended, when upon such date the
provi sions of section four of this act shall take effect.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would allow Tier 2, 3, 4 and 5 Court Reporters enpl oyed by
the Unified Court Systemto retire wthout benefit reduction due to
early retirement upon the attainnent of age fifty-five (55) and

conpl etion of at |least twenty-five (25) years of service. |In addition,
the bill wll provide that Tier 5 court reporters will stop paying 3%
menber contributions after ten years of service credit.

If this bill is enacted, we anticipate that there will be an increase

of approximately $220,000 in the annual contributions of the State of
New York, on behalf of the Unified Court System for the fiscal vyear
ending March 31, 2011. In addition, for all Tier 5 court reporters

enpl oyed by the Unified Court System there wll also be an annua
increase to the State of New York of approxinmately 2.4%

In addition to the annual contributions di scussed above, there will be
an inmediate past service cost of approximately $9.64 mllion which
woul d be borne by the State of New York as a one-tine paynent. This
estimate is based on the assunption that paynment will be made on March
1, 2011.

These estinmated costs are based on one thousand sixty-two (1,062)
known affected court reporters having a total estinmated annual salary
for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2009 of approximtely $100 nillion.

This estimate, dated June 9, 2010 and intended for use only during the
2010 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2010-164, prepared by the
Actuary for the New York State and Local Enpl oyees' Retirenment System



