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STATE OF NEW YORK

10621
I N ASSEMBLY
April 12, 2010

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the «calculation of
conti ngency budget percentage increases in total spending over a
district's total spending under the school district budget for the
prior school year; freezing labor costs in contingency budgets;
requiring greater disclosure of revised spending plans for schoo
di strict budgets and providing the public an opportunity to be heard;
and providing incentives for participation in shared educat i on
pr ogr ans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 4 of section 2023 of the educa-
tion law, as added by section 24 of part A of chapter 436 of the |aws of
1997, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. The contingency budget shall not result in a percentage increase in
total spending over the district's total spending under the schoo
di strict budget for the prior school year that exceeds the |esser of:
(i) THE AVERAGE OF THE PREVI QUS THREE YEARS OF the result obtained when
one hundred twenty percent is nmultiplied by the percentage increase in
the consuner price index, with the result rounded to two deci mal places;
or (||) [four] TWOD percent.

2. Section 2023 of the education law is anended by addi ng a new
subd|V|S|on 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-A. THE CONTI NGENCY BUDGET SHALL NOT RESULT | N A PERCENTAGE | NCREASE
I N TOTAL SPENDI NG FOR LABOR COSTS OVER THE DI STRICT' S TOTAL SPENDI NG FOR
LABOR COSTS UNDER THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT BUDGET FOR THE PRI OR SCHOOL YEAR.

S 3. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 1608 of the education |aw, subdi-
vision 1 as anended by section 5 of part A of chapter 436 of the | aws of
1997 and subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 640 of the | aws of 2008,
are amended and a new subdivision 1-a is added to read as foll ows:

1. It shall be the duty of the trustees of each common school district
to present at the annual budget hearing a detailed statement in witing
of the anount of noney which will be required for the ensuing year for
school purposes, specifying the several purposes and the anmount for
each. The amount for each purpose estimted necessary for paynents to
boards of cooperative educational services shall be shown in full, wth

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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no deduction of estimted state aid. The anmount of state aid provided
and its percentage relationship to the total expenditures shall also be
shown. AFTER THE TRUSTEES HAVE PRESENTED THE PROPOSED SPENDI NG PLAN FOR
THE ENSUI NG SCHOOL YEAR, THE PUBLI C SHALL HAVE AN OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS
THE TRUSTEES W TH ANY CONCERNS, QUESTI ONS OR SUGGESTI ONS REGARDI NG THE
DETAI LS OF SUCH SPENDI NG PLAN. THE TRUSTEES SHALL TAKE SUCH CONCERNS OR
SUGGESTI ONS | NTO CONSI DERATI ON  WHEN AMENDI NG SUCH SPENDI NG PLAN. Thi s
section shall not be construed to prevent the trustees from presenting
such statenment at a budget hearing held not |ess than seven nor nore
than fourteen days prior to a special neeting called for the purpose,
PROVI DED THAT THE GENERAL PUBLIC SHALL BE G VEN NOTI CE | N ADVANCE OF
SUCH SPECI AL MEETI NG AND SHALL BE A VEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE
TRUSTEES W TH ANY CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTI ONS REGARDI NG THE
DETAI LS OF THE PROPOSED SPENDI NG PLAN, nor from presenting a suppl enen-
tary and anended statenent or estinmate at any tine.

1-A. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE TRUSTEES TO PREPARE AND MAKE AVAI L-
ABLE COPI ES OF ANY AMENDED STATEMENTS OR ESTI MATES OF THE PROPOSED ANNU-
AL BUDGET, UPON REQUEST AND AT THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OFFICES, AT ANY
PUBLI C LIBRARY OR FREE ASSOCI ATI ON LI BRARY W THI N THE DI STRI CT AND ON
THE SCHOOL DI STRICT'S | NTERNET WEBSITE, |F ONE EXISTS, TO RESIDENTS
W TH N THE DI STRICT PRIOR TO THE ELECTI ON OR SPECI AL DI STRI CT MEETI NG AT
VH CH THE BUDGET VOTE W LL OCCUR

2. Such statenent, AS DESCRIBED IN SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON,
shall be conpleted at |east seven days before the budget hearing at
which it is to be presented and copies thereof shall be prepared and
made avail abl e, upon request and at the school district offices, at any
public library or free association library within the district and on
the school district's internet website, iif one exists, to residents
within the district during the period of fourteen days i medi ately
precedi ng the annual neeting and el ection or special district neeting at
whi ch the budget vote will occur and at such neeting or hearing. The
board shall also as a part of the notice required by section two thou-
sand three of this chapter give notice of the date, tine and place of
the budget hearing and that a copy of such statement nay be obtai ned by
any resident in the district at each schoolhouse in the district in
whi ch school is maintained during certain designated hours on each day
ot her than a Saturday, Sunday or holiday during the fourteen days inmme-
diately preceding such neeting. The board shall include notice of the
avai lability of such statenment at |east once during the school year in
any district-wide nmailing distributed. THE BOARD SHALL | NCLUDE NOTI CE
OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC S OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS THE TRUSTEES WTH ANY
CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTI ONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED SPENDI NG
BUDGET AT THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETI NG OR SPECI AL MEETI NG

S 4. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 42 to read as foll ows:

42. THE COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A
PROGRAM THAT ENCOURAGES SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO ENTER INTO A PROGRAM OF
SHARED EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES WTH A SCHOOL DI STRICT'S MUNI Cl PALI TY AND/ OR
BOARD OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE
MONETARY | NCENTI VES TO THOSE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THAT DEMONSTRATE SUCCESS-
FUL PARTI Cl PATION I N A PROGRAM OF SHARED EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND PCSI -
TI'VE FI NANCI AL GAIN AS A RESULT OF SUCH PARTI Cl PATI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE ANY REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



