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STATE OF NEW YORK

10497
| N ASSEMBL Y
April 2, 2010

Introduced by M of A HYER SPENCER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education |law and the state finance law, in relation
to identifying the incidence and needs of those affected by autism
spectrum disorder in this state and requiring training of education
per sonnel

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. 1. The departnment of health, in conjunction with the office
of mental health, the office of nental retardati on and devel opnent al
di sabilities, the comm ssion on quality care and advocacy for persons
with disabilities and the state education departnment shall coll abora-
tively with local entities engage in a study of the incidences of autism
spectrum di sorders in New York state. Such study shall include recent
clinical observations in children diagnosed with autism spectrum di sor-
ders, environnmental factors associated with autism spectrum disorders,
t he nunber of children currently receiving services, educational records
of affected students and any other topic related to autism spectrum
di sorders which are deened rel evant.

2. Not later than one year after the effective date of this act, the
departrment of health shall prepare a report setting forth and eval uating
the findings of the study. Such report shall include, but need not be
limted to:

(a) an assessnent of the extent of the rising incidence of autism
spectrum di sorders;

(b) an assessnent and suggestion for inproving avail able options for
per sons di agnosed with autism spectrum di sorders; and

(c) an assessnent of the success of any local or statew de prograns
which are engaged in the study and/or treatnment of autism spectrum
di sorders.

S 2. Section 4402 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR TRUSTEES OF EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND THE
CITY SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL PROVI DE AND REQUI RE A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROGRAM OF EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG FOR SCHOOL DI STRI CT PERSONNEL | NCLUD-
| NG TEACHERS, PARA-PROFESSI ONALS, CUSTODIANS AND BUS DRI VERS ON THE
SPECI FI C NEEDS OF CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS. SUCH PROGRAMS
SHALL | NCLUDE | NSTRUCTI ON I N THE SPECI FI C NEEDS OF CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM
SPECTRUM DI SORDERS AND METHODS OF PROPERLY | NTERACTING WTH SUCH
STUDENTS. SUCH TRAI NI NG MAY BE PROVI DED THROUGH A BOARD OF COOPERATI VE
EDUCATI ON SERVI CES, THROUGH PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY OIHER DISTRICTS OR
OTHER APPROVED PROGRANMS.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 95-e of the state finance |law, as added
by chapter 301 of the laws of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. (a) Monies of the fund shall be expended only for autism awareness
projects J[or], autismresearch projects OR QUTREACH PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOL
DISTRICTS AND COVWUNI TY ORGANI ZATIONS WHICH PROVIDE  AFTER- SCHOOL
PROGRAMS, SOCI AL EVENT AND SUMVER CAMP PROGRAMS FOR CHI LDREN AND FAM -
LI ES OF CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS approved by the depart-
ment of health in New York state provided, however, that no nore than
ten percent of nonies fromsuch fund shall be expended on the aggregate
nunber of autismresearch projects approved in a fiscal year.

(b) As used in this section, the term"autismresearch project” means
scientific research approved by the departnment of health into the causes
and/or treatnent of autism and the term "autism awareness project”
nmeans a project approved by the departnent of health ained toward
educating the general public about the causes, synptons, and treatnents
of autism THE TERM " AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER' MEANS A NEUROBI OLOG CAL
CONDI TI ON THAT | NCLUDES AUTI SM ASPERGER SYNDROVE, RETT'S SYNDROVE, OR
PERVASI VE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SORDER.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



