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STATE OF NEW YORK

936
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 21, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to prohibiting discrim -
nat ory practices agai nst donestic violence victins

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 292 of the executive |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 34 to read as foll ows:

34. THE TERM "DOVESTI C VI OLENCE VI CTIM' MEANS AN INDI VIDUAL WHO IS OR
| S PERCEI VED BY THE ACTOR TO BE A VICTIM OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AS DEFI NED
IN SECTION FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-NINE-A OF THE SOClI AL SERVI CES LAW OR
STALKI NG AS DEFI NED | N ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED TWENTY OF THE PENAL LAW

S 2. Paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of subdivision 2-a of section 296 of
the executive law, as anended by chapter 106 of the |aws of 2003, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) To refuse to sell, rent or |ease or otherwise to deny to or wth-
hold from any person or group of persons such housi ng acconmobdati ons
because of the race, creed, color, disability, national origin, sexua
ori entation, mlitary status, age, sex, nmarital status, DOVESTIC
VI OLENCE VI CTI M STATUS, or famlial status of such person or persons, or
to represent that any housi ng accommodation or land is not avail able for
i nspection, sale, rental or lease when in fact it is so avail able.

(b) To discrimnate agai nst any person because of his or her race,
creed, color, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, mlitary
status, age, sex, marital status, DOVESTIC VIOLENCE WVICTIM STATUS, or
famlial status in the ternms, conditions or privileges of any publicly-
assi sted housi ng accomodations or in the furnishing of facilities or
services in connection therewth.

(c) To cause to be made any witten or oral inquiry or record concern-
ing the race, creed, color, disability, national origin, sexual orien-
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tation, nenbership in the reserve arnmed forces of the United States or
in the organized mlitia of the state, age, sex, marital status, DOVES-
TI C VIOLENCE VI CTI M STATUS, or famlial status of a person seeking to
rent or |lease any publicly-assisted housing accommobdation; provided,
however, that nothing in this subdivision shall prohibit a nmenber of the
reserve armed forces of the United States or in the organized mlitia of
the state fromvoluntarily disclosing such nmenbership.

S 3. Subparagraphs 1, 2 and 3 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 5 of
section 296 of the executive |aw, as anended by chapter 106 of the |aws
of 2003, are amended to read as foll ows:

(1) To refuse to sell, rent, |ease or otherwise to deny to or w thhold
from any person or group of persons such a housi ng accomodati on because
of the race, creed, color, national origin, sexual orientation, mlitary
status, sex, age, disability, marital status, DOVESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM
STATUS, or famlial status of such person or persons, or to represent
that any housi ng accommodation or land is not available for inspection,
sale, rental or lease when in fact it is so avail able.

(2) To discrimnate agai nst any person because of race, creed, color,
national origin, sexual orientation, mlitary status, sex, age, disabil-
ity, marital status, DOVESTIC VI OLENCE VI CTI M STATUS, or famlial status
in the ternms, conditions or privileges of the sale, rental or |ease of
any such housing accomobdation or in the furnishing of facilities or
services in connection therewth.

(3) To print or circulate or cause to be printed or <circulated any
statenment, advertisenent or publication, or to use any form of applica-
tion for the purchase, rental or |ease of such housing acconmodati on or
to nmake any record or inquiry in connection wth the prospective
purchase, rental or Ilease of such a housing accomopbdation which
expresses, directly or indirectly, any limtation, specification or
di scrimnation as to race, creed, color, national origin, sexual orien-
tation, mlitary status, sex, age, disability, nmarital status, DOVESTIC
VI OLENCE VI CTI M STATUS, or famlial status, or any intent to nake any
such Iimtation, specification or discrimnation.

S 4. Subdivision 5 of section 296 of the executive |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (h) to read as foll ows:

(H 1T SHALL BE AN UNLAWFUL DI SCRI M NATORY PRACTI CE FOR ANY PERSON OR
ENTITY TO OBTAIN FOR, OR PROVIDE TO ANY PERSON HAVI NG THE RI GHT TO
SELL, RENT OR LEASE A HOUSI NG ACCOVMODATI ON, OR ANY AGENT OR EMPLOYEE
THEREOF, | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO THE DOVESTI C VI OLENCE VI CTI M STATUS OF
AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO RENTS, LEASES OR SUB- LEASES A HOUSI NG ACCOMMODATI ON OR
VWHO SEEKS TO PURCHASE, RENT, LEASE OR SUB- LEASE A HOUSI NG ACCOVMODATI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



