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STATE OF NEW YORK

7657
I N SENATE
April 29, 2010

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to amend the state finance law, the tax law and the admnistra-
tive code of the city of New York, in relation to creating the New
York city parks, tree and urban forestry fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature finds
that the mai ntenance and planting of trees and shrubs and parkland in
New York <city nmkes a positive contribution to clean air and may be
responsi bl e for significantly reducing |levels of carbon dioxide ems-
sions which contribute to global warm ng. The | egislature further finds
that New York city is in need of noney which would be wused for the
pl anting, conservation and maintenance of trees, shrubs and parkl and.
The legislature further finds that the stated purposes of article 53 of
the environnmental conservation law relating to tree conservation and
urban forestry deserve special recognition in New York city and that a
special fund is needed specifically to effectuate those purposes in New
York city.

Therefore, the intent of this act is to create the New York city
parks, tree and wurban forestry fund, which shall be a source of noney
used exclusively in New York city for the purposes outlined in article
53 of the environnmental conservation |aw

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-r to
read as foll ows:

S 99-R NEW YORK CI TY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND. 1. THERE
| S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER AND
THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS
THE "NEW YORK CI TY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND'.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSIST OF ALL MONEYS TRANSFERRED TO SUCH FUND
PURSUANT TO LAW AND ALL MONEYS REQUI RED BY THE PROVI SI ONS OF ANY OTHER
LAW TO BE PAI D | NTO OR CREDI TED TO SUCH FUND.

3. MONEYS OF SUCH FUND SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE COWM SSI ONER OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATI ON OF NEW YORK CITY AND SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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USED FOR THE PLANTI NG OF TREES AND SHRUBS, PARK PRESERVATI ON AND EXPAN-
SION AND TO FURTHER EFFECTUATE THE STATED PURPCSES OF ARTICLE
FI FTY- THREE OF THE ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

4. THE COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATI ON OF NEW
YORK CI TY SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE UP TO, BUT NOT MORE THAN, FIFTEEN PERCENT
OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT I N THE FUND FOR THE MAI NTENANCE AND | MPROVEMENT OF
BOTANI CAL GARDENS | N NEW YORK CI TY.

5. THE MONEYS OF THE FUND SHALL BE PAID ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COVMPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS CERTI FI ED OR APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION OF NEWYORK CITY OR H'S OR HER
DULY DESI GNATED REPRESENTATIVE AND | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE COW S-
S| ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION OF NEW YORK CITY TO
ENSURE THAT SUCH MONEYS ARE SPENT ONLY FOR THE PLANTI NG OF TREES AND
SHRUBS, PARK PRESERVATI ON AND EXPANSI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND | MPROVEMENT OF
BOTANI CAL  GARDENS | N NEW YORK CI TY AND TO FURTHER EFFECTUATE THE STATED
PURPCSES OF ARTI CLE FI FTY- THREE OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 3. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 623 to read as
fol | ows:

S 623. AFT FOR NEWYORK CITY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND.
EFFECTI VE FOR ANY TAX YEAR COVMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWD
THOUSAND ELEVEN, AN | NDI VIDUAL RESI DI NG I N NEW YORK CI TY MAY ELECT TO
CONTRI BUTE TO THE NEW YORK CI TY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND
ESTABLI SHED BY SECTION N NETY-NINE-R OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW SUCH
CONTRI BUTI ON SHALL BE I N ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL NOT REDUCE
THE AMOUNT OF CITY TAX OAED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUAL. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
| NCLUDE SPACE ON THE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN SECTI ON TO BE COWPLETED
BY NEW YORK CITY TAXPAYERS TO ENABLE SUCH TAXPAYERS TO MAKE SUCH
CONTRI BUTI ON EI THER BY HAVI NG A REFUND OR PORTION THEREOF CREDI TED TO
SUCH FUND OR BY | NDI CATI NG THAT AN OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES ONED | S TO BE
CREDI TED TO SUCH FUND. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ALL
REVENUES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CREDI TED TO THE NEW
YORK CITY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND AND USED ONLY FOR THOSE
PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON NI NETY- NI NE- R OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 4. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 18-104.1 to read as foll ows:

S 18-104.1 NEW YORK CI TY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN FORESTRY FUND; USAGE OF
MONEY IN FUND. THE MONEYS OF THE NEW YORK CI TY PARKS, TREE AND URBAN
FORESTRY FUND ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON NI NETY-NI NE- R OF THE STATE FI NANCE
LAW SHALL BE USED BY THE COW SSI ONER FOR THE PLANTI NG OF TREES AND
SHRUBS, PARK PRESERVATI ON AND EXPANSI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND | MPROVEMENT OF
BOTANI CAL  GARDENS | N NEW YORK CI TY AND TO FURTHER EFFECTUATE THE STATED
PURPCSES OF ARTI CLE FI FTY- THREE OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2012; provided, however,
that the departnent of taxation and finance shall effectuate the
provi sions of section three of this act on or before such effective
dat e.



