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STATE OF NEW YORK

7544
I N SENATE
April 20, 2010

Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
allowing state police officers to receive an inproved death benefit
where such officers die without twenty years of service credit

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision aaa of section 360-a of the retirenent and
social security law, as added by chapter 358 of the laws of 2002, is
amended to read as foll ows:

aaa. Provided further, notwithstanding any other provision of this
article to the contrary, where the nenber is an officer or nmenber of the
state police and woul d have been entitled to a service retirenent bene-
fit at the time of his or her death and where his or her death occurs on
or after July first, two thousand, the beneficiary or beneficiaries nay
elect to receive, in a lunp sum an anmount payable which shall be equa
to the pension reserve that woul d have been established had the nenber
retired on the date of his or her death, or the value of the death bene-
fit and the reserve-for-increased-take-hone-pay, if any, whichever is
greater. PROVI DED FURTHER, THAT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERM NI NG ENTI TLE-
MENT TO THE BENEFIT PROVIDED BY THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND NOTW THSTANDI NG
THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON J OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FORTY-ONE OF
THI'S ARTICLE, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS OF UNUSED S| CK LEAVE AND ACCUMJ-
LATED VACATI ON CREDI T ACCRUED BY THE MEMBER AT THE TIME OF HIS OR HER
DEATH SHALL BE CONSIDERED IN MEETING THE TOTAL CREDI TABLE SERVI CE
REQUI RED TO QUALI FY FOR A SERVI CE RETI REMENT BENEFIT PROVIDED W THOUT
REGARD TO AGE WHERE HI S OR HER DEATH OCCURS ON OR AFTER JULY SECOND, TWD
THOUSAND NI NE

S 2. Paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 448 of the retirenment and
social security law, as anmended by chapter 666 of the |aws of 2002, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. Provided further, notw thstandi ng any other provision of this arti-
cle to the contrary, where the nmenber is a police officer or firefighter
and woul d have been entitled to a service retirenent benefit at the tine
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of his or her death and where his or her death occurs on or after July
first, two thousand, the beneficiary or beneficiaries nom nated for the
pur poses of this subdivision may elect to receive, in a lunp sum an
anount payable which shall be equal to the pension reserve that would
have been established had the nenber retired on the date of his or her
death, or the value of the death benefit and the reserve-for-increased-
t ake- horme- pay, if any, whichever is greater, provided further THAT FOR
THE PURPOSE OF DETERM NI NG ENTI TLEMENT TO THE BENEFI T PROVI DED BY THI S
SUBDI VI SI ON, AND NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBDI VI SION J OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
FORTY-ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS OF UNUSED SI CK LEAVE
AND ACCUMULATED VACATI ON CREDI T ACCRUED BY THE MEMBER AT THE TIME OF H' S
OR HER DEATH SHALL BE CONSI DERED | N MEETI NG THE TOTAL CREDI TABLE SERVI CE
REQUI RED TO QUALIFY FOR A SERVI CE RETI REMENT BENEFI T PROVI DED W THOUT
REGARD TO ACE WHERE HI' S OR HER DEATH OCCURS ON OR AFTER JULY SECOND, TWD
THOUSAND NI NE. PROVI DED FURTHER t hat where such police officer or fire-
fighter dies on or after July first, two thousand, after having retired
fromservice, but before a first paynent of a retirenent allowance, such
person shall be deemed to have been in service at the time of his or her
death for the purposes of this subdivision only, and provided further
that the pension reserve established pursuant to this paragraph for a
person who dies after retiring fromservice, but before first paynment of
a retirenment allowance, shall be determned as of the date of retirenent
and any pension paynments payable for the period of time prior to the
retiree's death shall be deducted from any benefits payabl e pursuant to
thi s subdivi sion

S 3. Al past service costs incurred due to enactnent of this |egis-
| ation shall be borne by the state of New York.

S 4. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after July 2, 2009.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill will provide an inproved death benefit equal to the pension
reserve to the beneficiaries of State Police Oficers by allowing their
unused vacation and sick | eave credit to be included with their service
credit for the purpose of determning retirement eligibility. Al past
service costs will be paid by the State of New York, and all future
costs wll be shared and spread over the future working lifetines of
current nenbers.

If this bill is enacted, for the one person known to be affected, we
anticipate that there will be a cost to the State of New York of approx-
imately $357,000, based on a billing date of March 1, 2011. In the
future, we anticipate that there will be few individuals affected by
this |egislation.

This estinmate, dated March 31, 2010 and i ntended for use only during
the 2010 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2010-126, prepared by
the Actuary for the New York State and Local Police and Fire Retirenent
System



