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STATE OF NEW YORK

7496
I N SENATE
April 15, 2010

I ntroduced by Sen. HASSELL- THOMPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Social Services

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to the definitions
of "victim of donestic violence" and "fam |y and househol d nenbers"
for the purposes of donestic violence prevention

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 459-a of the socia
services |law, as added by chapter 838 of the |aws of 1987, are anended
to read as foll ows:

1. "Victim of donestic violence" neans any person [over the age of
si xteen, any married person] or any parent acconpanied by his or her
mnor <child or <children in situations in which such person or such
person's child is a victimof an act which would constitute a violation
of the penal law, including, but not limted to acts constituting disor-
derly conduct, harassnment, SEXUAL M SCONDUCT, FORCI BLE TOUCHI NG SEXUAL
ABUSE, STALKING CRIMNAL M SCH EF, nenacing, reckless endangernent,
ki dnappi ng, assault, attenpted assault, or attenpted nurder; and

(1) such act or acts have resulted in actual physical or enotiona
injury or have created a substantial risk of physical or enotional harm
to such person or such person's child; and

(i) such act or acts are or are alleged to have been commtted by a
famly or househol d nenber.

2. "Famly or househol d nenbers” nean the follow ng individuals:

(a) persons related by consanguinity or affinity;

(b) persons legally married to one anot her;

(c) persons fornerly married to one another regardless of whether
they still reside in the same househol d;

(d) persons who have a child in common regardl ess of whether such
persons are married or have lived together at any tine;

(e) unrelated persons who are continually or at regular intervals
living in the sane household or who have in the past continually or at
regular intervals lived in the sane househol d; [or]
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(f) PERSONS WHO ARE NOT RELATED BY CONSANGUI NI TY OR AFFINITY AND WHO
ARE OR HAVE BEEN I N AN | NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH
PERSONS HAVE LI VED TOGETHER AT ANY TI ME. FACTORS THAT MAY BE CONSI DERED
IN DETERM NING WHETHER A RELATIONSHI P 1S AN "I NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P"
I NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOTI LIMTED TO THE NATURE OR TYPE OF RELATI ONSHI P,
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE RELATI ONSHI P |'S SEXUAL | N NATURE; THE FREQUEN-
CY OF | NTERACTI ON BETWEEN THE PERSONS; AND THE DURATI ON OF THE RELATI ON-
SHI P. NEI THER A CASUAL ACQUAI NTANCE NOR ORDI NARY FRATERNI ZATI ON BETWEEN
TWO |INDIVIDUALS IN BUSINESS OR SOCIAL CONTEXTS SHALL BE DEEMED TO
CONSTI TUTE AN "I NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P"; OR

(G any other category of individuals deenmed to be a victimof dones-
tic violence as defined by the [departnent] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND
FAM LY SERVI CES in regul ation.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



