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STATE OF NEW YORK

7022
I N SENATE
March 8, 2010

Introduced by Sen. ADAMS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to establishing the crinme of
assault on the operator of a for-hire vehicle

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "taxi driv-
er protection act".

S 2. Section 120.05 of the penal law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. W TH I NTENT TO CAUSE PHYSI CAL | NJURY TO THE OPERATOR OF A FOR-HI RE
VEHI CLE, AS DEFI NED BY SECTI ON 60.07 OF TH S CHAPTER, HE OR SHE CAUSES
PHYSI CAL I NJURY TO SUCH OPERATOR WHI LE THE OPERATOR | S PERFORM NG AN
ASSI GNED DUTY ON, OR DI RECTLY RELATED TO, THE OPERATION OF A FOR-H RE
VEHI CLE

S 3. Subdivision 1 and paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 60.07
of the penal l|aw, as added by chapter 148 of the | aws of 2000, are
amended and a new subdivision 3 is added to read as foll ows:

1. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of lawto the contrary, when a
court has found, pursuant to the provisions of section 200.61 of the
crimnal procedure law, both that a person has been convicted of a spec-
ified offense as defined in subdivision two of this section and the
victimof such offense was operating a for-hire vehicle in the course of
providing for-hire vehicle services at the tine of the comm ssion of
such of fense, the sentence of inprisonnent inposed upon conviction for
such offense shall be the sentence authorized by the applicable
provi sions of article seventy of this chapter, provided, however, that
the mnimum term of an indeterm nate sentence [or m ni num determ nate
sentence] shall be not |ess than three years nor nore than five years
greater than the mninmmterm OF THE | NDETERM NATE SENTENCE or I N THE
CASE OF A DETERM NATE SENTENCE THE TERM OF SUCH DETERM NATE SENTENCE
SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN THREE YEARS GREATER THAN THE M NI MUM TERM OF A
DETERM NATE sent ence ot herwi se required to be inposed pursuant to such
provi sions. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply where the
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court, having regard to the nature and circunstances of the crinme and
the history and character of the defendant, finds on the record that
such additional term or sentence would be unduly harsh and that not
i nposing such additional termor sentence would be consistent with the
public safety and woul d not deprecate the seriousness of the crine.

(b) the term"for-hire vehicle" shall nean a vehicle designed to carry
not nore than [five] N NE passengers for conpensation and such vehicle
is a taxicab, as defined in section one hundred forty-eight-a of the
vehicle and traffic law, a livery, as such termis defined in section
one hundred twenty-one-e of the vehicle and traffic law, or a "black
car", as such termis defined in paragraph (g) of this subdivision;

3. EVERY FOR-H RE VEHI CLE SHALL POST A SIGN ON THE | NTERIOR OF SUCH
VEH CLE STATING IN NOT LESS THAN SI XTEEN PO NT PRI NT THAT "WARNI NG
ASSAULTING A TAXI DRIVER | S A FELONY PUNI SHABLE BY UP TO SEVEN YEARS [N
PRI SON" .

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



