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STATE OF NEW YORK

7017
I N SENATE
March 8, 2010

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the New York
state web acadeny and virtual charter schools to provide online
instruction

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new article 56-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 56- A
VI RTUAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
SECTI ON 2900. DEFI NI TI ONS.
2901. NEW YORK STATE WEB ACADEMY.
2902. LI CENSURE.
2903. ENROLLMENT.

S 2900. DEFINITIONS. THE FOLLONNG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG
MEANI NGS:

1. "VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL" SHALL MEAN A CHARTER SCHOOL I N WHI CH ALL
OR A PORTION OF THE | NSTRUCTI ON | S PROVI DED THROUGH MEANS OF THE | NTER-
NET, AND THE PUPI LS ENROLLED I N AND THE | NSTRUCTI ONAL STAFF EMPLOYED BY
THE SCHOOL ARE GEOGRAPHI CALLY REMOTE FROM EACH OTHER

2. "NEW YORK STATE WEB ACADEMY" SHALL MEAN AN ONLI NE ACADEMY ESTAB-
LI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVI DE STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO ENROLL
I N ONLI NE COURSES THEY WOULD NOT OTHERW SE BE ABLE TO TAKE, WHICH IS
COVWPRI SED OF ONLI NE COURSES PROVI DED BY VI RTUAL CHARTER SCHOOLS.

S 2901. NEW YORK STATE WEB ACADEMY. 1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH
THE NEW YORK STATE WEB ACADEMY COWPRI SED OF VI RTUAL CHARTER SCHOOLS TO
PARTNER W TH SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES, PRI VATE
SCHOOLS AND THE CHARTERI NG ENTI TIES OF CHARTER SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE, TO OFFER ONLI NE COURSES, AT A REASONABLE FEE TO BE DETERM NED BY
THE COW SSIONER, FOR M DDLE AND HI GH SCHOCOL STUDENTS. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ADD THE ONLI NE COURSES TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT'S MDDLE AND H GH
SCHOOL CURRI CULUM

2. THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL, AT A M NI MUM

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A. ESTABLI SH THE CONTENT OF THE ONLI NE COURSES;

B. PROVIDE FOR ONLINE CERTIFICATION FOR NEW YORK STATE CERTI FI ED
TEACHERS; AND

C. PROVI DE TECHNI CAL SUPPORT FOR THE ACADEMY.

3. THE ACADEMY SHALL ASSI ST SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CES, PRI VATE SCHOOLS AND THE CHARTERI NG ENTI TI ES OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
I N DEVELOPI NG THEI R POLI CI ES FOR ONLI NE LEARNI NG

4. THE ACADEMY'S ONLI NE COURSES SHALL MEET NEW YORK STATE AND NATI ONAL
STANDARDS.

5. ALL ONLINE COURSES OFFERED BY VI RTUAL CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL BE
OFFERED FOR A REASONABLE COST TO BE DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE FOR A SAFE AND SECURE ONLI NE ENVI RO\
MENT, ENSURE THE CONFI DENTIALITY OF PUPI L COURSEWORK AND RECORDS, AND
DEVELOP A PROGRAM OR OTHER MEANS TO VERI FY THE AUTHENTICITY OF A PUPIL'S
COURSEWORK.

S 2902. LICENSURE. 1. IN ADDITION TO ANY OIHER CERTIFICATIONS OR
LI CENSI NG REQUI RED BY LAW ALL TEACHERS TEACH NG AN ONLI NE COURSE, SHALL
ENROLL | N AND SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETE A PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT, THAT IS DESI GNED TO PREPARE A TEACHER FOR
ONLI NE TEACHI NG PRI OR TO TEACHI NG SUCH ONLI NE COURSE.

2. TH'S SECTI ON SHALL NOT PREVENT TEACHERS ALREADY EMPLOYED TO TEACH
SUCH COURSES FROM TEACHI NG SUCH ONLI NE COURSES, PROVI DED, THEY ENROLL I N
AND SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETE A PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  APPROVED
BY THE DEPARTMENT, THAT |S DESIGNED TO PREPARE A TEACHER FOR ONLI NE
TEACHI NG PRI OR TO TEACHI NG SUCH ONLI NE COURSE, W THI N ONE YEAR FROM THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT.

S 2903. ENROLLMENT. 1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL LIMT THE NUVBER OF
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A VI RTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL THROUGH AN OPEN ENRCLLMENT
PROGRAM VHI CH | NCLUDES AN ONLI NE ENROLLMENT APPLI CATI ON FOR PUPI LS.

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT:

A. PUPI LS ENROLLED PART-TIME IN ONLINE COURSES HAVE DI RECT CONTACT
WTH A TEACHER, EACH WEEK SCHOOL |S SCHEDULED, FOR AT LEAST TWENTY
M NUTES FOR EACH ONLI NE COURSE;

B. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PUPILS WHO ARE ENROLLED FULL-TIME |IN ONLINE
COURSES HAVE DI RECT CONTACT WTH A TEACHER FOR AT LEAST TWO HOURS EACH
DAY THAT SCHOOL |I'S SCHEDULED;

C. H GH SCHOOL PUPI LS ENROLLED FULL-TIME I N ONLI NE COURSES HAVE DI RECT
CONTACT WTH A TEACHER AT LEAST TH RTY M NUTES EACH DAY THAT SCHOOL IS
SCHEDULED; AND

D. ONLY STATE RESI DENTS ENROLL | N THE WEB ACADEMY PROVI DED PURSUANT TO
TH S ARTI CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



