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STATE OF NEW YORK

6840
I N SENATE
February 12, 2010

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing "the
veterans' cremains act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 42 of the public health law is anended by adding a

new title 3 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 111
UNCLAI MED VETERANS' CREMAI NS

SECTI ON 4230. SHORT TI TLE.

4231. DEFI NI Tl ONS.

4232. QUALI FI ED VETERANS' ORGANI ZATI ONS GRANTED RI GHT TO RECEI VE

UNCLAI MED VETERANS' CREMAI NS.

4233. SEVERABI LI TY.

S 4230. SHORT TITLE. TH' S TI TLE SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS
"THE VETERANS' CREMAI NS ACT".

S 4231. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI'S TI TLE, UNLESS OTHERW SE STATED,
THE FOLLON NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE RESPECTI VE MEANI NGS HERElI NAFTER SET
FORTH OR | NDI CATED:

1. "CREMAINS' MEANS THAT SUBSTANCE WHI CH REMAI NS AFTER THE CREMATI ON
OF A DEAD BODY.

2. "Dl LI GENT EFFORT" MEANS A REASONABLE EFFORT, AND | NCLUDES A CERTI -
FI ED LETTER, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED, MAILED TO THE PERSON WHO AUTHOR-
| ZES A CREMATI ON.

3. "FUNERAL DI RECTOR'" MEANS A PERSON LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE
THI RTY- FOUR OF THI S CHAPTER.

4. "QUALI FI ED VETERANS' ORGANI ZATI ON' MEANS A VETERANS'  ORGANI ZATI ON
THAT QUALI FIES AS A SECTION 501(C)(3) OR 501(C) (19) TAX EXEMPT ORGAN ZA-
TI ON UNDER THE | NTERNAL REVENUE CODE, OR A FEDERALLY CHARTERED VETERANS'
SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON.

S 4232. QUALIFIED VETERANS' ORGANI ZATI ONS GRANTED RI GHT TO RECEI VE
UNCLAI MED VETERANS' CREMAINS. 1. A FUNERAL DI RECTOR SHALL GRANT A QUALI -

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FI ED VETERANS' ORGANI ZATION THE RRGHT TO RECEIVE THE CREMAINS OF A
VETERAN VWH CH HAVE NOT BEEN CLAIMED BY A RELATIVE OR FRI END OF THE
DECEASED W THI N ONE YEAR AFTER CREMATION UPON CERTIFICATION TO THE
COW SSI ONER THAT A DI LI GENT EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO | DENTI FY, LOCATE
AND NOTI FY A RELATIVE OR FRIEND OF THE DECEASED WTH N THAT ONE- YEAR
PERI OD.

2. A QUALIFIED VETERANS' ORGANI ZATION WHI CH TAKES POSSESSI ON OF
CREMAI NS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL DI SPCSE OF THE CREMAI NS BY SCAT-
TERI NG THEM AT SEA OR BY | NTERRI NG THEM ON LAND I N A DI GNI FI ED MANNER AT
THE STATE- OPERATED VETERANS' CEMETERY |F THE INDI VIDUAL IS ELI G BLE FOR
| NTERVENT AT THAT FACI LI TY.

3. A FUNERAL HOVE OR MORTUARY, OR AN AGENT OF THE FUNERAL HOME OR
MORTUARY, OR A FUNERAL DI RECTOR, OR QUALIFIED VETERANS'  ORGANI ZATI ON,
SHALL NOT BE LI ABLE FOR DAMAGES IN ANY ClIVIL ACTI ON ARI SING QUT OF THE
DI SPOSAL OF CREMAI NS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE DAMAGES ARE THE
RESULT OF GROSS NEGLI GENCE OR W LLFUL M SCONDUCT.

S 4233. SEVERABILITY. |F ANY CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, SECTION OR
PART OF TH S TI TLE SHALL BE ADJUDGED BY ANY COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI G-
TION TO BE | NVALI D, SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL NOT AFFECT, | MPAIR OR | NVALI DATE
THE REMAI NDER THERECF, BUT SHALL BE CONFI NED I N I TS OPERATI ON TO THE
CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, SECTI ON OR PART THEREOF, DI RECTLY | NVOLVED
| N THE CONTROVERSY I N VWH CH SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL HAVE BEEN RENDERED.

S 2. This act shall take effect on Novenmber 11, 2010.



