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STATE OF NEW YORK

6211
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Cct ober 9, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ESPADA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to directing the commi s-
sioner of education to establish a H spanic youth synposiuminiti-
ative; and maeki ng an appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that the
Pew Hi spanic Center in their recent 2005 study by Roberto Juro, entitled
"Hi spanics: A People in Mtion", noted that H spanic youth "lag behind
white students at all key mlestones of their educational journey. In
hi gh school, H spanic youths conplete a | ess rigorous curriculum and, on
average, score |lower on national assessnments and college entrance
exans... they renmain nuch less likely than their white peers to finish
college.” In 2004, only 12.5% of the Hi spanic | abor force had a college
degree, as conpared to 30.9% for non-Hi spani cs.

H spanics are New York's fastest growng mnority popul ati on. Despite
t he enornous potential of this popul ation, H spanics' prom nent presence
in the workforce is not matched by strong educational attainment. In
2003- 2004, Hi spanics represented two-thirds of workforce growh. Howev-
er, according to the United States Census Bureau, Hi spanics are receiv-
ing four year degrees at roughly one-third of the rate of their non-Hi s-
pani ¢ counterparts. The growi ng Hi spani c popul ati on means nore worKkers,
but not nore educated workers. In fact, the inverse appears to be true.

The legislature finds that funding is necessary to pay the start up
expenses of three new Hi spanic youth synposiuns in the state and for
three year-round program coordinators to support Hispanic students and

proposed student activities that will enable these students to establish
a col |l ege going culture.

The establishnment of Hi spanic youth synposiums wll provide severa
benefits, including: delivering high 1level college and career access
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instructions to students, creating the confidence necessary to apply for
col | eges, schol arshi ps and | oans, creating a professional career focus,
and enpowering students to take positive actions on the issues facing
their community.

S 2. Section 305 of the education |awis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 42 to read as foll ows:

42. A THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH, WTH N THE DEPARTMENT, THE
H SPANIC YOUTH SYMPCSIUM | N TIATIVE. SUCH | N TIATIVE SHALL PROVI DE
YEAR- ROUND ACTI VI TI ES FOR HI SPANI C STUDENTS. THE HI SPANI C YOUTH SYMPCSI -
UM I NI TI ATI VE SHALL | NCLUDE THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THREE REGQ ONAL HI SPANI C
YOUTH SYMPCSI UMB | N THE STATE, AND EACH REG ONAL SYMPCSIUM SHALL BE
DI RECTED BY A REG ONAL COORDI NATOR.

B. THE PURPOSE OF THE HI SPANI C YOUTH SYMPOSI UMS SHALL BE TO

(1) ESTABLI SH SPEAKERS' BUREAUS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEETING W TH
H SPANI C STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS, |IN COORDI NATION WTH REG ONAL
SCHOOL ACTI VI Tl ES;

(1'l) MANAGE HI SPANI C STUDENT CONNECTI ONS TO CORPORATI ONS, COVMUNI TY
ORGANI ZATI ONS, STATE AGENCI ES AND | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON;

(1'1'1) PROVIDE H SPANI C STUDENT OUTREACH FOR PARTI Cl PANTS AND FACI LI TA-
TORS OF FUTURE HI SPANI C YOUTH SYMPCSI UMS | N THI S STATE;

(1'V) DELI VER H GH LEVEL COLLEGE AND CAREER ACCESS | NSTRUCTI ON,;

CREATE THE CONFI DENCE | N HI SPANI C STUDENTS NECESSARY TO APPLY FOR
COLLEGE, SCHOLARSHI PS AND LQANS;

(V1) CREATE A PROFESSI ONAL CAREER FOCUS; AND

(M) EMPONER HI SPANIC STUDENTS TO TAKE PGCSI Tl VE ACTI ONS ON | SSUES
FACI NG THEI R COWUNI TY.

S 3. The sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), or so nmuch
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the education
departnment out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund
to the credit of the state purposes account, not otherw se appropriated,
and nade immediately available, for the purposes of inplenmenting the
provi si ons of subdivision 42 of section 305 of the education Ilaw, as
added by section two of this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the
audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the conm ssioner of education in the manner prescribed by |aw.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



