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STATE OF NEW YORK

5802--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 5, 2009

Introduced by Sen. HUNTLEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to enacting the
"hospital closure planning act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "hospital closure planning act".

S 2. The public health |law is anmended by adding a new section 2801-9g
to read as foll ows:

S 2801-G COMWWUNITY PLANNI NG FOR HOSPI TAL CLOSURE. 1. NO LATER THAN
THI RTY DAYS AFTER RECEIVING WRITTEN NOTICE OF A GENERAL HOSPITAL'S
| NTENT TO VOLUNTARI LY DI SCONTI NUE OPERATI ONS OR SURRENDER | TS OPERATI NG
CERTI FI CATE, OR WTHI N THI RTY DAYS OF A GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S | NVOLUNTARY
CLOSURE OR A GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S CLOSURE FOR WWHI CH NO WRI TTEN NOTI CE WAS
PROVI DED, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL HOLD A PUBLI C HEARI NG CONCERNI NG THE
ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT OF THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S CLOSURE ON ACCESS TO HEALTH
CARE SERVI CES BY MEMBERS OF THE SURROUNDI NG COVMUNI TY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LI M TED TO RECI PI ENTS OF MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY PERSONS, THE UNI N-
SURED, AND UNDERSERVED POPULATI ONS, AND OPTI ONS AND PROPCSALS TO AMELI O
RATE SUCH ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ARRANGE FOR
PERSONS W TH RELEVANT EXPERTI SE TO TESTI FY AT THE PUBLIC HEARI NG AND
SHALL AFFORD COWUNITY MEMBERS, HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, LABOR UNI ONS,
PAYERS, BUSI NESSES AND CONSUMERS A REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVI DE
RELEVANT TESTI MONY.

2. NO LATER THAN THIH RTY DAYS AFTER HOLDI NG A HEARI NG PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI O\, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROVIDE A WRI T-
TEN REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE STATI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) HS OR HER FINDINGS AS TO THE ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT OF THE GENERAL
HOSPI TAL' S CLOSURE ON ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVI CES BY MEMBERS OF THE
SURROUNDI NG COVMUNI TY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO RECIPIENTS OF
MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY PERSONS, THE UNI NSURED, AND UNDERSERVED
POPULATI ONS;

(B) SPECIFIC MEASURES THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER PARTI ES HAVE TAKEN OR
W LL TAKE TO AMELI ORATE SUCH ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT; AND

(© ANY FURTHER RECOMMVENDATIONS TO | MPROVE ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES | N COWUNI TI ES | MPACTED BY THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S CLOSURE

3. NO LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS AFTER PROVI DI NG A WRI TTEN REPORT PURSU-
ANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWD OF THI S SECTI ON, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL HOLD A
PUBLIC HEARING TO PRESENT THE CONTENT OF THE REPORT TO THE PUBLI C AND
AFFORD MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT ON THE REPORT.

4. A PUBLI C HEARI NG CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE HELD
AT A LOCATION WTH N A REASONABLE PROXIM TY TO THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL
SUBJECT TO CLOSURE, AND SHALL BE ANNOUNCED NO LESS THAN TEN DAYS PRI OR
TO THE HEARI NG DATE.

S 3. For any hospital closure occurring on or after January 1, 2009
and prior to the effective date of this act, the conm ssioner of health
shall not be required to conduct the initial public hearing required
pursuant to subdivision 1 of section 2801-g of the public health law as
added by this act. Wth respect to any such hospital closure, the wit-
ten report required pursuant to subdivision 2 of section 2801-g of the
public health law as added by this act shall be provided within sixty
days of the effective date of this act, and the subsequent public hear-
ing required pursuant to subdivision 3 of such section shall be
conducted within 30 days of the issuance of such report.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be deenmed to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2009.



