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STATE OF NEW YORK

5755
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 3, 2009

Introduced by Sen. McDONALD -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to providing a
tax exenption on real property owned by nmenbers of volunteer fire
conmpani es or voluntary anmbul ance services in certain counties and
muni ci pal corporations therein

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property tax lawis anmended by adding a new
section 466-] to read as foll ows:

S 466-J. VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS;
CERTAI N COUNTI ES. 1. REAL PROPERTY OMNED BY AN ENROLLED MEMBER OF AN
| NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FIRE COWVPANY, FI RE DEPARTMENT OR | NCORPORATED
VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR SUCH ENROLLED MEMBER AND SPOUSE RESI DI NG
IN ANY COUNTY HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED FI FTY THOU
SAND BUT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-FIVE THOUSAND AS DETERM NED |IN
ACCORDANCE W TH THE LATEST DECENNI AL CENSUS, SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM TAXA-
TION TO THE EXTENT OF TEN PERCENT OF THE ASSESSED VALUE OF SUCH PROPERTY
FOR CITY, VILLAGE, TOW, PART TOMN, SCHOOL DI STRICT, SPECIAL DI STRICT,
OR COUNTY PURPCSES, EXCLUSI VE OF SPECI AL ASSESSMENTS, PROVI DED THAT THE
GOVERNI NG BODY OF A CITY, VILLAGE, TOAN, SCHOOL DI STRICT, OR COUNTY,
AFTER A PUBLIC HEARI NG  ADOPTS A LOCAL LAW ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON
PROVI DI NG THEREFOR, PROVI DED FURTHER, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH EXEMPTI ON SHALL
I N NO EVENT EXCEED THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS MULTI PLI ED BY THE LATEST STATE
EQUALI ZATI ON RATE FOR THE ASSESSING UNIT I N WHI CH SUCH REAL PROPERTY IS
LOCATED.

2. SUCH EXEMPTION SHALL NOT BE GRANTED TO AN ENROLLED MEMBER OF AN
| NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COVMPANY, FIRE DEPARTMENT OR | NCORPORATED
VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVI CE RESI DI NG | N SUCH COUNTY UNLESS:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) THE APPLICANT RESIDES IN THE CTY, TOM, OR VILLAGE WVHICH I S
SERVED BY SUCH | NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COMPANY OR FlI RE DEPARTMENT OR
| NCORPORATED VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVI CE;

(B) THE PROPERTY | S THE PRI MARY RESI DENCE OF THE APPLI CANT;

(© THE PROPERTY |S USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPCSES;
PROVI DED HOANEVER, THAT I N THE EVENT ANY PORTI ON OF SUCH PROPERTY IS NOT
USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE APPLI CANT'S RESI DENCE BUT | S USED FOR OTHER
PURPCSES, SUCH PORTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO TAXATION AND THE REMAI NI NG
PORTION ONLY SHALL BE ENTITLED TO THE EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY TH S
SECTI ON; AND

(D) THE APPLI CANT HAS BEEN CERTI FI ED BY THE AUTHORI TY HAVI NG JURI SDI C-
TI ON FOR THE | NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY OR FI RE DEPARTMENT AS
AN ENROLLED MEMBER OF SUCH | NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COMPANY OR FI RE
DEPARTMENT FOR AT LEAST FI VE YEARS OR THE APPLI CANT HAS BEEN CERTI FI ED
BY THE AUTHORITY HAVING JURI SDI CTI ON FOR THE | NCORPORATED VOLUNTARY
AMBULANCE SERVI CE AS AN ENROLLED MEMBER OF SUCH | NCORPORATED VOLUNTARY
AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR AT LEAST FIVE YEARS. |IT SHALL BE THE DUTY AND
RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY WHI CH ADOPTS A LOCAL LAW  ORDI NANCE
OR RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON TO DETERM NE THE PROCEDURE FOR
CERTI FI CATI ON.

3. ANY ENROLLED MEMBER OF AN | NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, FIRE
DEPARTMENT OR | NCORPORATED VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVI CE WHO ACCRUES MORE
THAN TVENTY YEARS OF ACTI VE SERVI CE AND IS SO CERTI FI ED BY THE AUTHORI TY
HAVI NG JURI SDI CTION FOR THE | NCORPORATED VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, FI RE
DEPARTMENT OR | NCORPORATED VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVI CE, SHALL BE GRANTED
THE TEN PERCENT EXEMPTI ON AS AUTHORI ZED BY THI S SECTI ON FOR THE RENAI N-
DER OF HS OR HER LIFE AS LONG AS H'S OR HER PRI MARY RESI DENCE | S
LOCATED W THI N SUCH COUNTY PROVI DED THAT THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF A d Ty,
VI LLAGE, TOA, SCHOOL DISTRICT, OR COUNTY, AFTER A PUBLIC HEARI NG
ADOPTS A LOCAL LAW ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON PROVI DI NG THEREFOR.

4. APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE ASSESSOR OR
OTHER AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OR OFFI CE DESI GNATED BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY OFFER-
ING SUCH EXEMPTION ON OR BEFORE THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE ON A FORM AS
PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE BQOARD.

5. NO APPLI CANT WHO | S A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER OR VOLUNTEER ANMBULANCE
WORKER WHO BY REASON OF SUCH STATUS | S RECEI VI NG ANY BENEFI T UNDER THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS SECTI ON SHALL
SUFFER ANY DI M NUTI ON OF SUCH BENEFI T BECAUSE OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S
SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to
t axabl e status dates occurring on or after such date.



