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STATE OF NEW YORK

5675
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 27, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. THOWPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to train-
i ng, exam nation and certification of dog control officers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 114-a to read as foll ows:

S 114-A. TRAINING AND CERTI FI CATI ON OF DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS. 1. THE
DEPARTMENT, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SHALL
DEVELOP A TRAINING EXAM NATI ON AND CERTI FI CATION PROGRAM FOR DOG
CONTROL OFFI CERS, POLICE OFFICERS AND PEACE OFFICERS WHO DEAL WTH
ANI MAL CONTROL OR ANI MAL ABUSE | SSUES.

2. (A) EXCEPT AS | S PROVIDED I N PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, ANY
PERSON APPO NTED AS A DOG CONTROL OFFI CER SHALL, BEFORE APPO NTMENT OR
W THI N ONE YEAR THEREAFTER, COVPLETE A COURSE OF TRAINING APPROVED BY
THE DEPARTMENT AND SHALL TAKE AND PASS AN EXAM NATI ON G VEN BY THE
DEPARTMENT. ANY PERSON CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS A DOG CONTROL OFFI CER SHALL
COWPLETE THE TRAI NI NG AND TAKE AND PASS THE EXAM NATI ON NO LATER THAN
JULY FIRST, TWDO THOUSAND TEN. THE TRAI NI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE
AVAI LABLE TO, BUT NOT REQUI RED FOR POLI CE OFFI CERS OR PEACE OFFI CERS WHO
DEAL W TH ANI MAL CONTROL OR ANI MAL ABUSE | SSUES.

(B) THE FOLLOW NG PERSONS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE TRAINING REQUI RED
BY SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI' S SECTION, BUT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO TAKE AND
PASS THE EXAM NATI ON:

(1) A VETERINARIAN LICENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE ONE  HUNDRED
THI RTY- FI VE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW AND

(2) A PERSON WHO |S CERTIFIED OR OTHERW SE APPROVED AS AN ANI MAL
CONTROL OR HUMANE OFFI CER BY ANOTHER STATE AND WHO HAS COWLETED A
COVPARABLE COURSE OF TRAI NI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. TRAINING PROGRAM REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE TRAI NI NG
REGARDI NG

(A) THE ROLE OF THE | NVESTI GATOR | N CASES | NVOLVI NG ANI MALS OR ANI MAL
ABUSE;

(B) APPROPRI ATE AND HUMANE HANDLI NG OF AN MALS AND GENERAL AN MAL
CONTROL;

(© EVALUATION OF AN MAL CRUELTY AND ABUSE, | NCLUDI NG ASSESSMENT OF
BODY CONDI TI ON, BEHAVI OR AND Cl RCUMSTANCES I N WHICH THE ANI MAL | S BEI NG
KEPT;

(D) EVALUATI ON OF FACI LI TI ES WHERE ANI MALS ARE KEPT, BRED OR HOUSED;

(E) EVIDENTIARY | SSUES | NCLUDI NG THE COLLECTI ON AND PRESERVATI ON OF
EVI DENCE;

(F) THE LAWS AND RULES REGARDI NG SEARCH AND SEI ZURE;

(G COVMUNITY PCOLI CI NG AND | NTERACTI ON;

(H) CRISIS | NTERVENTI ON AND OFFI CER SAFETY;

(1) STRATEG ES TO ENSURE THAT ABUSED ANI MALS ARE PERMANENTLY SEPARATED
FROM THElI R ABUSERS;

(J) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF RESOURCES TO HOUSE ANI MALS WHI LE A CRI M NAL CASE
| S RESOLVED,

(K) REPORT WRI TI NG AND COURTROOM TESTI MONY;

(L) DI SPCSAL OF THE REMAI NS OF DECEASED ANI MALS; AND

(M | DENTI FI CATI ON AND NOTI FI CATI ON OF AN ANI MAL' S O\NER.

4. THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF A POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON THAT APPO NTS A DOG
CONTROL OFFICER WHO FAILS TO OBTAI N CERTI FI CATION W THI N THE REQUI RED
TI ME SHALL TERM NATE THE APPO NTMENT.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL: (A) DETERM NE THE FORMAT OF THE TRAI NI NG AND
CERTI FI CATI ON  EXAM NATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG AN | NTERNET- BASED FORMAT | F THE
DEPARTMENT DEEMS SUCH TO BE APPROPRI ATE;

(B) ESTABLI SH THE SCHEDULE FOR OFFERI NG TRAI Nl NG AND EXAM NATI ONS;

(C) ESTABLI SH SUCH FEES AS THE DEPARTMENT DEEMS NECESSARY FOR TRAIN
| NG ADM SSI ON TO THE EXAM NATI ON, RE- EXAM NATI ON AND CERTI FI CATI ON; AND

(D) PROMULGATE RULES, REGULATI ONS AND STANDARDS REGARDI NG THE APPLI CA-
TION OF THE TRAI NI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON TOMRD RECERTI FI CATI ON OR CONTI N-
U NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2010, provided that, effec-
tive imediately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before
such effective date.



