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STATE OF NEW YORK

5597
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 20, 2009

I ntroduced by Sens. SQUADRON, GOLDEN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the general city law, in relation to the applicability
of local codes in cities wth a population of one mllion or nore
i nhabi tants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general city lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
20-h to read as foll ows:

S 20-H. APPLICABILITY OF LOCAL CODES IN CITIES WTH A POPULATION OF
ONE MLLION OR MORE | NHABI TANTS. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF
GENERAL, SPECI AL OR LOCAL LAWTO THE CONTRARY, INCITIES WTH A POPU
LATION OF ONE M LLION OR MORE | NHABI TANTS ALL BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES
OMNED, LEASED OR OPERATED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK OR A STATE AGENCY, AS
THAT TERM | S DEFI NED I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- TWO OF THE EXECU-
TIVE LAW THAT ARE NOT OTHERW SE REQUI RED TO COVPLY W TH THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF TI TLE TWENTY- El GHT OF THE ADM NI STRATIVE CODE OF THE CTY OF
NEW YORK AND THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED THEREUNDER ( DOB
CODES) OR TI TLE TWENTY-N NE OF THE ADM NI STRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK AND THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED THEREUNDER ( FDNY
CODES), SHALL BE UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BUI LDI NGS
OF SUCH CI TY AND THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OF SUCH CI TY AND SHALL BE DESI GNED,
CONSTRUCTED, OPERATED AND NMAI NTAI NED, TO THE EXTENT SPECI FI ED I N SUBDI -
VI SIONS TWO, THREE AND FOUR OF THI S SECTION, I N COWPLI ANCE WTH THE DOB
CODES AND THE FDNY CODES. THE AGENCI ES OF SUCH CI TY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE
ENFORCEMENT OF SUCH LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS ARE HEREBY EMPONERED TO
CONDUCT ALL | NSPECTI ONS AUTHORI ZED BY SUCH LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS
AND ENFORCE SUCH LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS AGAI NST ALL SUCH BUI LDI NGS
AND STRUCTURES | N THE SAME MANNER AND TO THE SAME EXTENT AS THEY WOULD
CONDUCT | NSPECTI ONS AND ENFORCE SUCH LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS AGAI NST
OTHER BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES UNDER THEI R JURI SDI CTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. NEWBUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES. ALL BU LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES COVERED
BY TH S SECTI ON AND NEWLY CONSTRUCTED AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S
SECTI ON SHALL COWVPLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE DOB CODES AND FDNY
CODES. CERTI FI CATES OF OCCUPANCY | SSUED TO SUCH BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES
SHALL BE LIMTED TO THE DURATI ON OF OAMNERSHI P BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK
OR STATE AGENCY UNLESS COVPLI ANCE WTH THE ZONI NG RESOLUTION OF A CdTY
OF ONE M LLION OR MORE | NHABI TANTS |'S ALSO DEMONSTRATED.

3. EXISTING BU LDINGS AND STRUCTURES. EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUC-
TURES ARE THOSE CONSTRUCTED BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON.

(A) CONTI NUATI ON OF LAWFUL USE AND OCCUPANCY. THE LAWFUL USE AND OCCU-
PANCY OF AN EXI STI NG BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE NMAY BE CONTINUED FOR THE
DURATI ON OF THE OMERSH P, LEASE OR OPERATI ON BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK
OR STATE AGENCY PROVI DED SUCH BUI LDING OR STRUCTURE |S OPERATED AND
MAI NTAINED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE FDNY CODES. SUCH
LAWFUL USE AND OCCUPANCY MAY BE CONTI NUED UNLESS EI THER THE BUI LDI NG OR
STRUCTURE | S ALTERED, IN VWH CH CASE ALL ALTERATI ONS TO SUCH BUI LDI NG OR
STRUCTURE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THE DOB CODES AND THE
FDNY CODES.

(B) CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY. EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES SHALL
NOT REQUI RE A CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY | SSUED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF
BU LDINGS OF A QA TY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI TANTS
UNLESS AND UNTIL AN ALTERATI ON REQUI RI NG A NEW CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY
AS PER THE DOB CCDES IS MADE. THE COWM SSI ONER OF BUI LDI NGS MAY  REQUI RE
THE BU LDING OR STRUCTURE TO BE PROVI DED W TH ADEQUATE MEANS OF EGRESS
OR FI RE PROTECTI ON AS NECESSARY FOR THE SAFETY OF OCCUPANTS PRIOCR TO
| SSU NG A CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. THE COWM SSI ONER OF BUI LDI NGS OF
SUCH G TY MAY RESTRICT THE CERTIFI CATE OF OCCUPANCY |SSUED TO SUCH
BU LDI NG OR STRUCTURE TO THE DURATI ON OF OANERSHI P BY THE STATE OF NEW
YORK OR STATE AGENCY WHERE THE BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE, ALTHOUGH LAWULLY
CONSTRUCTED AND ALTERED, IS NOI' SHOWN TO HAVE COWPLI ED W TH THE BUI LDI NG
AND ZONI NG LAWS AND RULES I N EFFECT FOR BUI LDINGS W THI N SUCH C TY WHEN
THE BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE WAS ERECTED, AND, VWHERE APPLI CABLE, ALTERED.

(© PLACES OF ASSEMBLY. (1) FOR ANY EXI STING PLACE OF ASSEMBLY THAT
DCES NOTI' HAVE A CERTI FI CATE OF OPERATI ON | SSUED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
BU LDINGS OF A QA TY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE M LLION OR MORE | NHABI T-
ANTS, A PROPCSED SEATI NG ARRANGEMENT PLAN SHALL BE FILED WTH AND
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT COF BUI LDI NGS AND THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OF SUCH
CITY BEFORE ANY CHANGE IS MADE TO EITHER (A) THE EX STI NG SEATI NG
ARRANGEMENT; (B) TYPE OF SEATING OR (C |INTERIOR LAYQUT; PROVI DED,
HOANEVER, THAT IN REVI EW NG THE SEATI NG ARRANGEMENT PLAN, THE DEPARTMENT
OF BUI LDI NGS AND THE FI RE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT APPROVE HAZARDOUS CONDI -
TIONS OR CONFI GURATIONS. SUCH CHANGES SHALL NOT REQUI RE A PLACE OF
ASSEMBLY CERTI FI CATE OF OPERATI ON EXCEPT AS PROVI DED FOR | N SUBPARAGRAPH
TWO OF TH S PARAGRAPH.

(2) EXI STING PLACES OF ASSEMBLY SHALL NOT REQUI RE A PLACE OF ASSEMBLY
CERTI FI CATE OF OPERATION, PROVIDED, HOANEVER, THAT UPON | SSUANCE CF A
CERTI FI CATE OF OCCUPANCY FCOR THE BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE CONTAI NI NG SUCH
PLACE OF ASSEMBLY, A PLACE OF ASSEMBLY CERTI FI CATE OF OPERATI ON SHALL BE
OBTAINED WTH N THREE MONTHS THEREAFTER. UPON SATI SFACTORY APPLI CATI ON
BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK OR STATE AGENCY ACCORDI NG TO THE REQUI REMENTS
AND PROCEDURES OF A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHAB-
| TANTS, THE COWM SSI ONER OF BUI LDI NGS OF SUCH CI TY SHALL | SSUE A CERTI F-
| CATE OF OPERATION TO ANY SUCH EXI STI NG PLACE OF ASSEMBLY, PROVIDED IT
SUBSTANTI ALLY COVPLI ES WTH THE DOB CODES'  REQUI REMENTS PERTAINING TO
MEANS OF EGRESS AND FI RE PROTECTI ON.
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(D) MAI NTENANCE. EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
THE MAI NTENANCE REQUI REMENTS OF THE DOB CODES, | NCLUDI NG ANY REQUI RED
PERI ODI C | NSPECTI ONS AND REPORTS. HOWEVER, NO REPORTS OR SUBM SSI ONS
SHALL BE REQUI RED OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK OR A STATE AGENCY RESPONSI BLE
FOR THE OPERATION AND CONTROL OF SUCH BUI LDI NGS OR STRUCTURES ON OR
BEFORE JULY THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN.

(E) RETROACTI VE REQUI REMENTS. EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO ALL RETROACTIVE REQUI REMENTS I N THE 1968 NEW YORK CI TY
BU LDI NG CODE AND THE DOB CODES PERTAI NI NG TO FI RE PROTECTION AND LIFE
SAFETY, WHETHER OR NOT THE DEADLINE TO COWPLY W TH SUCH PROVI SI ONS
PRECEDED THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SECTION. I N BU LD NGS OR STRUCTURES
VWHERE THE DEADLINE PRECEDED THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON, SUCH
BU LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES SHALL HAVE THREE YEARS TO COMVE | NTO COVPLI ANCE.
VHERE THE DEADLI NE HAS NOT YET PASSED, EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES
SHALL HAVE AS MUCH TI ME TO COMVE | NTO COWPLI ANCE AS EACH SUCH RETROACTI VE
REQUI REMENT ORI G NALLY AFFORDED EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS WHEN | T BECAME EFFEC-
Tl VE.

4. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR COOPERATI ON W TH DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL
PROTECTION OF A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI T-
ANTS. THE COW SSI ONER OF LABOR AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONMENTAL
PROTECTION OF A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI T-
ANTS SHALL COOPERATE | N PROVI DI NG NOTI FI CATI ON OF, AND SHARI NG RELEVANT
| NFORMATI ON ABOUT ASBESTOS ABATEMENT PRQIECTS IN SUCH CI TY AT ALL BU LD
INGS AND STRUCTURES OMNED, LEASED OR OPERATED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK
OR A STATE AGENCY, AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED |IN SECTION THREE HUNDRED
SEVENTY-TWD OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW AND SHALL OTHERW SE COOPERATE AS
NECESSARY, | N ORDER TO FURTHER ENHANCE THE SAFETY OF SUCH PRQJECTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



