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ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining
its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the insurance law, in relation to
the definition of the practice of mdw fery

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 6951 of the education |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anended by chapter 328 of the laws of 1992 and subdi vi -
sion 2 as added by chapter 327 of the laws of 1992, are anended to read
as foll ows:

1. The practice of the profession of mdwifery is defined as the
managenment of normal pregnancies, child birth and postpartum care as
well as primary preventive reproductive health care of essentially heal -
thy wonen [as specified in the witten practice agreenent], and shal
include newborn evaluation, resuscitation and referral for infants.
[Mdw fery shall be practiced in accordance with a witten agreenent
between the mdwife and (i) a |icensed physician who is board certified
as an obstetrician-gynecol ogi st by a national certifying body or (ii) a
| i censed physician who practices obstetrics and has obstetric privileges
at a general hospital (licensed under article twenty-eight of the public
health law) or (iii) a hospital (licensed under article twenty-eight of
the public health law) that provides obstetrics through a 1licensed
physi ci an having obstetrical privileges at such institution. The wit-
ten agreenent shall provide for physician consultation, collaboration,
referral and energency nedical obstetrical coverage, and shall include

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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witten guidelines and protocols. The witten agreenent shall provide
guidelines for the identification of pregnancies that are not consi dered
normal and address the procedures to be followed. The witten agreenent
shall also provide a mechani smfor dispute resolution and shall provide
that the judgnent of the appropriate physician shall prevail as to
whet her the pregnancy, childbirth or postpartum care is nornmal and
whet her the woman is essentially healthy in the event the practice
protocols do not provide otherwise.] A MDWFE SHALL HAVE COLLABORATI VE
RELATI ONSHI PS WTH (1) A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN WHO | S BOARD CERTI FI ED AS AN
OBSTETRI Cl AN- GYNECOLOA ST BY A NATIONAL CERTIFYING BODY OR (I11) A
LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN WHO PRACTI CES OBSTETRI CS AND HAS OBSTETRI C PRI VI LEGES
AT A GENERAL HOSPI TAL LI CENSED UNDER ARTI CLE TWENTY- El GHT OF THE PUBLI C
HEALTH LAWOR (I11) A HOSPI TAL, LICENSED UNDER ARTI CLE TWENTY-EI GHT OF
THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW THAT PROVIDES OBSTETRI CS THROUGH A LI CENSED
PHYSI Cl AN HAVING OBSTETRICAL PRIVILEGES AT SUCH |INSTITUTIQON, THAT
PROVI DE FOR CONSULTATION, COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENT AND REFERRAL TO
ADDRESS THE HEALTH STATUS AND RISKS OF HHS OR HER PATIENTS AND THAT
| NCLUDE PLANS FOR EMERGENCY MEDI CAL GYNECOLOJ CAL AND/ OR OBSTETRI CAL
COVERAGE. A M DW FE SHALL MAI NTAI N DOCUMENTATI ON OF SUCH COLLABORATI VE
RELATI ONSHI PS AND SHALL MAKE | NFORVATION ABOUT SUCH COLLABORATI VE
RELATI ONSHI PS AVAI LABLE TO H' S OR HER PATI ENTS. FAI LURE TO COWPLY W TH
THE REQUI REMENTS FOUND IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO PROFES-
S| ONAL M SCONDUCT PROVI SI ONS AS SET FORTH I N ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY
OF TH S TI TLE

2. A licensed mdw fe shall have the authority, as necessary, and
limted to the practice of mdw fery, [and subject to limtations in the
witten agreenment,] to prescribe and admnister drugs, inmunizing

agents, diagnostic tests and devices, and to order |aboratory tests, as
established by the board in accordance wth the conm ssioner's regu-
lations. A mdwife shall obtain a certificate fromthe departnment upon
successfully conpleting a programincludi ng a pharnmacol ogy conponent, or
its equivalent, as established by the conm ssioner's regulations prior
to prescribing under this section.

S 2. Item (i) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 10 of subsection (i) of
section 3216 of the insurance |aw, as anended by chapter 495 of the |aws
of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) Every policy which provides hospital, surgical or nedical coverage
shall provide coverage for maternity care, including hospital, surgica
or nedical care to the sane extent that hospital, surgical or nedical
coverage is provided for illness or disease under the policy. Such
maternity care coverage, other than coverage for perinatal conpli-
cations, shall include inpatient hospital coverage for nother and for
newborn for at |east forty-eight hours after childbirth for any delivery
ot her than a caesarean section, and for at |east ninety-six hours after
a caesarean section. Such coverage for maternity care shall include the
services of a mdwi fe |licensed pursuant to article one hundred forty of
the education law, practicing consistent with [a witten agreenent
pursuant to ]section sixty-nine hundred fifty-one of the education |aw
and affiliated or practicing in conjunction with a facility Iicensed
pursuant to article twenty-eight of the public health law, but no insur-
er shall be required to pay for duplicative routine services actually
provi ded by both a licensed m dw fe and a physi ci an.

S 3. Item (i) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 5 of subsection (k) of
section 3221 of the insurance |aw, as anended by chapter 495 of the |aws
of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:
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(i) Every group or blanket policy delivered or issued for delivery in
this state which provides hospital, surgical or nedical coverage shal
i ncl ude coverage for maternity care, including hospital, surgical or
nedi cal care to the sane extent that coverage is provided for illness or
di sease wunder the policy. Such naternity care coverage, other than
coverage for perinatal conplications, shall include inpatient hospital
coverage for nother and newborn for at |east forty-eight hours after
childbirth for any delivery other than a caesarean section, and for at
| east ninety-six hours after a caesarean section. Such coverage for
maternity care shall include the services of a mdw fe |icensed pursuant
to article one hundred forty of the education |aw, practicing consistent
with [a witten agreenment pursuant to |]section sixty-nine hundred
fifty-one of the education |aw and affiliated or practicing in conjunc-
tion with a facility licensed pursuant to article twenty-eight of the
public health Iaw, but no insurer shall be required to pay for duplica-
tive routine services actually provided by both a |icensed nmdwi fe and a

physi ci an.
S 4. Subparagraph (A) of paragraph 1 of subsection (c) of section 4303
of the insurance |aw, as amended by chapter 495 of the laws of 1998, s

amended to read as foll ows:

(A) Every contract issued by a corporation subject to the provisions
of this article which provides hospital service, nedical expense indem
nity or both shall provide coverage for maternity care including hospi-
tal, surgical or nedical care to the sane extent that hospital service,

nmedi cal expense indemmity or both are provided for illness or disease
under the contract. Such maternity care coverage, other than coverage
for perinatal conplications, shall include inpatient hospital coverage

for nother and for newborn for at |east forty-eight hours after child-
birth for any delivery other than a caesarean section, and for at |east
ni nety-si x hours followi ng a caesarean section. Such coverage for nater-
nity care shall include the services of a mdwife |licensed pursuant to
article one hundred forty of the education |law, practicing consistent
with [a witten agreenment pursuant to] section sixty-nine hundred
fifty-one of the education |aw and affiliated or practicing in conjunc-
tion with a facility licensed pursuant to article twenty-eight of the
public health Iaw, but no insurer shall be required to pay for duplica-
tive routine services actually provided by both a |icensed nmdwi fe and a
physi ci an.
S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw



