Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4927
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 27, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOMERY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to the creation of
community services response teans; and to amend the education law, in
relation to the reporting of educational absences

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anended by addi ng a new section
413-a to read as foll ows:

S 413-A. COVWUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED UNDER THE AUSPI CES OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
A PROGRAM TO BE KNOMWN AS THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE PROGRAM THE
GOAL OF THE PROGRAM | S TO ASSI ST CHI LDREN AND THEI R FAM LI ES BY SUPPLY-
| NG THEM W TH ACCESS TO NECESSARY SUPPLI ES, SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES.

2. (A THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES SHALL ESTABLI SH FI VE
COVWWUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAMS ACROSS THE STATE.

(B) THE COVWMUNITY SERVICES RESPONSE TEAM SHALL CONSI ST OF A TEAM OF
| NDI VI DUALS THAT PROVI DES ASSI STANCE | N ACCESSI NG SUPPLI ES, SUPPORTS AND
SERVI CES, | N COLLABORATI ON W TH OTHER COVMUNI TY ORGANI ZATI ONS, TO FAM -
LI ES | N NEED.

(© EACH COWUNITY SERVICES RESPONSE TEAM SHALL CONSI ST OF AT LEAST
TWO OF EACH OF THE FOLLOW NG | NDI VI DUALS:

CASE MANAGERS FROM LOCAL COVMUNI TY SERVI CE AGENCI ES;
) MEMBERS OF THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT;
| ) TEACHERS OR GUI DANCE COUNSELORS FROM THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT;
V) COVMUNI TY MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DERS;
V) SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELCRS;
VI) COMWUNI TY HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS; AND
VI1) DOMVESTI C VI OLENCE COUNSELORS.

3. THE REFERRALS AND SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE COVMNI TY SERVICES

RESPONSE TEAM SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO
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(A) MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES;
(B) MEDI CAL SERVI CES;

C) EMPLOYMENT SERVI CES;

D) FOOD SECURITY;

E) CLOTHI NG

F) SOCI AL SERVI CES;

G HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE;

H) ADDI TI ONAL EDUCATI ONAL RESOURCES; AND

| ) DOVESTI C VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON SERVI CES.

. A LOCAL SCHOO. DISTRICT, LOCATED IN A LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES
DI STRI CT OR LOCALI TY DESI GNATED BY THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY
SERVI CES TO HAVE A COVMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM SHALL DESI GNATE AN
EMPLOYEE OF SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT WHO SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR CONTACTI NG
MEMBERS OF THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM REGARDI NG | NSTANCES OF
EDUCATI ONAL CONCERN, AS DEFI NED UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON THI R-
TY- TWO HUNDRED ELEVEN-B OF THE EDUCATION LAW WHEN SUCH CALLS ARE
REQUI RED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON THI RTY- TWO HUNDRED ELEV-
EN OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM SHALL BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR ASSESSI NG THE Cl RCUMSTANCES REGARDI NG | NSTANCES OF
EDUCATI ONAL CONCERN AND REVIEWNG THE SITUATION THAT EXI STS I N THE
CH LD S LI FE AND/ OR HOUSEHOLD. THE COWUN TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM
SHALL DI SPATCH A SUB-TEAM MADE UP OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE COVWUNI TY
SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM TO THE CHI LD S HOME.

5. UPON REVI EW OF THE SI TUATI ON, THE SUB- TEAM SHALL | SSUE AN ORAL AND
VWRI TTEN REPORT TO THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM AFTER REVI EW OF
SUCH REPORTS, THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM MAY TAKE WHATEVER
ADDI TI ONAL ACTI ONS THEY DEEM APPROPRI ATE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE APPLI CA-
BLE PROVISIONS OF LAW |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, CONSULTI NG W TH
CH LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES, MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS, MEDI CAL PROFES-
SI ONALS, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO ASSI ST THE CH LD ANDY OR THE
CHLDS FAMLY |IN OBTAINING NECESSARY SUPPLI ES, SUPPORTS  AND/ OR
SERVICES. ONE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM
SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR NOTI FYI NG THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICT OF ACTI ONS
TAKEN AND QUTCOVES ACHI EVED FOR THE CHI LD AND) OR THE CHI LD S FAM LY.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 3211-b to
read as foll ows:

S 3211-B. REPORTI NG OF EDUCATI ONAL ABSENCES. 1. EVERY SCHOOL DI STRI CT
SHALL REVI EW THE ATTENDANCE RECORDS OF EACH SCHOOL ON A QUARTERLY BASI S.
UPON SUCH REVIEW THE SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL CONTACT THE APPLI CABLE
COVWUNI TY SERVI CES RESPONSE TEAM | F ONE EXISTS IN THE SOCI AL SERVI CES
DI STRI CT OR LOCALI TY WHERE THE SCHOOL DI STRICT | S LOCATED, REGARDI NG ANY
CH LD WHO HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF EDUCATI ONAL CONCERN.

2. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, EDUCATI ONAL CONCERN SHALL BE WHEN
A CH LD HAS A TH RD UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL DURI NG ANY MONTH OR
HAS TEN ABSENCES, EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED, DURI NG ANY SCHOOL VYEAR, ABSENT
ANY EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES, PROVIDED, HOWEVER THAT THE NUMBER OF
ABSENCES | S LESS THAN THE NUMBER NECESSARY FOR EDUCATI ONAL NEGLECT AS
DEFI NED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

S 3. The conmssioner of the office of children and famly services
shal | designate five counties throughout the state to participate in the
community services response program provided, however that at |east one
community services response teamshall be located within Kings county.
The Ilocal social services districts which represent the sel ected coun-
ties, in cooperation with the |ocal school districts, shall inplenent
the program pursuant to section 413-a of the social services |aw. The
progranms shall commence on Decenber 1, 2009. Two years after the
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prograns have been in existence, the comm ssioner of children and famly
services shall report to the legislature regarding the effectiveness of

the program The conm ssioner's report shall include statistical data on
the anount of services referred or provided by the community services
response teans to the local children and their famlies, as well as

recommendations by the comm ssioner on whether the program should be
term nated, continued, or extended to all child advocacy centers state-
wi de.

S 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed to alleviate the | ega
responsi bility of a person designated in section 413 of +the socia
services law to nake a call to the statewi de central register of child
abuse and maltreatnent, if such call would otherw se be required pursu-
ant to section 413 of the social services |aw

S 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted by the comm ssioner of the office of <children and famly
services on or before such effective date.



