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STATE OF NEW YORK

4898
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 27, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. AUBERTINE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to amend the civil rights law, in relation to prohibiting
di scri m nati on agai nst person who refuses to performcertain act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 79-i of the civil rights |l aw, as added by chapter
1098 of the laws of 1971, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 79-i. Discrimnation agai nst person who refuses to perform certain
act prohibited. 1. Wen the perfornm ng of an abortion on a human bei ng
or assisting thereat is contrary to the conscience or religious beliefs
of any person, he OR SHE may refuse to performor assist in such
abortion [by filing a prior witten refusal setting forth the reasons
therefor with the appropriate and responsible hospital, person, firm
corporation or association], OR REFUSE TO REFER A PERSON FOR SUCH
ABORTI ON, OR REFUSE TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON ABOUT SUCH ABORTI ON, and no
such PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HUMAN SERVI CES AGENCY, hospital, person, firm
corporation or association shall discrimnate against the person so
refusing to act.

2. WHEN PROVI DI NG A PERSON W TH ANY FORM OF ASSI STANCE OR | NFORNMATI ON
RELATING TO LI FE-SUSTAINING MED CAL TREATMENT |S CONTRARY TO THE
CONSCI ENCE OR RELI G QUS BELI EFS OF ANY PERSON, HE OR SHE MAY REFUSE TO
PROVI DE SUCH ASSI STANCE OR | NFORMATI ON, OR REFUSE TO REFER A PERSON FOR
SUCH ASSI STANCE OR | NFORMATI ON, AND NO PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HUMAN SERVI CES
OR HEALTH CARE AGENCY, HOSPI TAL, PERSON, FIRM CORPORATI ON OR ASSCCI -
ATI ON SHALL DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST THE PERSON SO REFUSI NG TO ACT.

3. WHEN PROVI DI NG A PERSON W TH ANY FORM OF ASSI STANCE TO END THEIR
LIFE |S CONTRARY TO THE CONSClI ENCE OR RELI G QUS BELI EFS OF ANY PERSON,
HE OR SHE MAY REFUSE TO PROVI DE SUCH ASSI STANCE, OR REFUSE TO REFER A
PERSON FOR SUCH ASSI STANCE, OR REFUSE TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON ABOUT SUCH
ASS| STANCE, AND NO PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HUMAN SERVI CES OR HEALTH CARE AGEN-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CY, HOSPI TAL, PERSON, FIRM CORPORATI ON OR ASSCCI ATION SHALL DI SCRIM -
NATE AGAI NST THE PERSON SO REFUSI NG TO ACT.

4. VHEN PROVI DI NG A PERSON W TH ANY FORM OF ASSI STANCE OR | NFORVATI ON
ABOUT CONTRACEPTI ON OR CONTRACEPTI VE DEVI CES (1 NCLUDI NG CONDOVBE OR OTHER
| TEMS THAT ARE DI SPENSED, DI SCUSSED OR DEMONSTRATED AS PART OF ANY
PROGRAM TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF DI SEASE) | S CONTRARY TO THE CONSCI ENCE
OR RELI G QUS BELI EFS OF ANY PERSON, HE OR SHE MAY REFUSE TO PROVI DE SUCH
ASS| STANCE OR | NFORVATI ON, OR REFUSE TO REFER A PERSON FOR SUCH ASSI ST-
ANCE OR | NFORNMATI ON, AND NO PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HUMAN SERVI CES OR HEALTH
CARE AGENCY, HOSPI TAL, PERSON, FIRM CORPORATION OR ASSOCI ATI ON  SHALL
DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST THE PERSON SO REFUSI NG TO ACT.

5. EVERY PUBLIC AND PRI VATE AGENCY, HOSPI TAL, PERSON, FIRM CORPO
RATI ON OR ASSOCI ATION THAT PROVIDES HUVAN SERVICES OR HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES SHALL BE REQUI RED TO NOTIFY EMPLOYEES OF THEI R Rl GHTS UNDER
THI'S SECTION I N WRI TI NG AND TO | NCLUDE THE RI GHTS UNDER THI S SECTION I N
THEI R EMPLOYEE HANDBOOKS AND PERSONNEL PROCEDURES.

6. A violation of the provisions of this section shall constitute a
m sdenmeanor. AN | NDI VI DUAL AFFECTED BY ANY ACTION IN VIOLATION OF TH'S
SECTI ON MAY ALSO BRI NG A PRI VATE CAUSE OF ACTI ON AGAI NST ANY | NSTI TUTI ON
OR | NDI VI DUAL WHO VI OLATES THI S SECTI ON.

[2] 7. No civil action for negligence or nal practice, OR DI SCI PLI NARY
ACTI ON FOR PROFESSI ONAL M SCONDUCT, shall be mai ntai ned agai nst a person
so refusing to act based on such refusal. A PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE,
| NCLUDING A RENEWAL OR RECERTI FI CATI ON THEREOF, SHALL NOT BE DEN ED TO
ANY PERSON BASED ON SUCH REFUSAL, NOR SHALL SUCH LI CENSE BE SUSPENDED OR
REVOKED BASED ON SUCH REFUSAL.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



