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STATE OF NEW YORK

4471
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 23, 2009

Introduced by Sen. DI LAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to election by wards in subur-
ban t owns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 3-A of the town |law is amended by adding a new
title 2-A to read as foll ows:
TITLE 2-A
ELECTI ON BY WARDS | N SUBURBAN TOMS
SECTI ON 51- A, AT- LARGE ELECTI ONS PROHI BI TED.
51-B. ESTABLI SHVENT OF WARD SYSTEMS.
51-C. TEMPORARY EXEMPTI ON.

S 51- A AT-LARGE ELECTI ONS PRCHI BI TED. NO MEMBER OF THE TOMN BOARD OF
A SUBURBAN TOMN SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE ELECTORS OF SUCH TOAN AT- LARGE.

S 51-B. ESTABLI SHVENT OF WARD SYSTEMS. 1. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF
THE COUNTY SHALL DI VI DE EACH SUBURBAN TOWN | NTO SUCH NUMBER OF WARDS AS
IS EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE TOMN BOARD OF SUCH TOWN, AND
SHALL FI X THE BOUNDARI ES THERECF. THE DI VI SI ON THERECF SHALL BE SO MADE
THAT THE NUMBER OF ELI G BLE VOTERS | N EACH WARD SHALL BE APPROXI MATELY
EQUAL.

2. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THE LEQ SLATIVE TASK FORCE ON DEMO
GRAPHI C  RESEARCH AND REAPPORTI ONMVENT SHALL PROVIDE TO BOARDS OF
ELECTI ONS ANY AND ALL ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

3. EVERY WARD ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE REAPPOR-
TIONED | N THE SAME YEAR AS CONGRESSI ONAL, ASSEMBLY AND SENATE DI STRICTS
ARE REAPPORTI ONED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR OF ARTI CLE THREE OF THE STATE
CONSTI TUTI ON.

S 51-C. TEMPORARY EXEMPTION. 1. IN THE EVENT A SUBURBAN TOMWN | S UNABLE
TO COVPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS FI FTY- ONE- A AND FI FTY- ONE-B OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THIS TITLE FOR THE FIRST GENERAL ELECTI ON OCCURRI NG AFTER SEPTEMBER
FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, SUCH TOWN SHALL, NOT LESS THAN SIX MONTHS
PRI OR TO SUCH ELECTI ON, SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW FOR AN EXEMPTI ON FROM THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUCH
SECTIONS WHICH SHALL APPLY ONLY TO SUCH FIRST ELECTION. NO SUCH
EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE GRANTED UNLESS THE APPLI CATI ON THEREFOR | S APPROVED
JO NTLY BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

2. UPON THE JO NT APPROVAL OF ANY APPLI CATION SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL SHALL PROVIDE THE TOAN AND THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
W TH A NOTI CE OF SUCH EXEMPTI ON. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) THE SPECI FI C REASONS FOR THE GRANTI NG OF THE EXEMPTI ON,

(B) A TIMELINE OF ACTI ONS THAT THE TOMN SHALL FULFILL ON OR BEFORE THE
SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON; AND

(© A TIMELINE OF ACTI ONS REQUI RED TO BE COWLETED FOR THE ELECTI ON OF
ALL MEMBERS OF THE TOWN BOARD OF SUCH TOAN DURI NG THE SUCCEEDI NG CALEN-
DAR YEAR

3. EVERY TOM GRANTED AN EXEMPTI ON PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
COWLY W TH ALL PROVI SIONS OF SECTIONS FI FTY-ONE-A AND FIFTY-ONE-B  OF
THIS TITLE FOR EVERY ELECTION WH CH FOLLOAS SUCH FI RST ELECTI ON FOR
VH CH AN EXEMPTI ON WAS GRANTED.

4. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST OF JUNE I N TWDO THOUSAND TWELVE, TWO THOUSAND
THI RTEEN AND TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHALL SUBM T
REPORTS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE ON THE TOANS GRANTED
EXEMPTI ONS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON. EACH SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE THE
NAME OF THE TOW, A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROBLEM | N ESTABLI SHI NG WARDS,
THE POPULATI ON, THE ELECTED PCSI TI ONS | NVOLVED, AND THE OQUTCOMVES OF THE
RELEVANT ELECTI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to general
el ections occurring after Septenber 1, 2012.



