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STATE OF NEW YORK

4367
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 22, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. HASSELL- THOMPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Crine Victins,
Crime and Correction

AN ACT to anmend the correction law, in relation to increasing access to
subst ance abuse programi ng for prisoners whose first |anguage is not
Engl i sh

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 624
to read as foll ows:

S 624. ACCESS TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMM NG FOR CERTAI N PRI SONERS
THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL TAKE STEPS TO ENSURE THAT PRI SONERS WHOSE FI RST
LANGUAGE | S NOT ENGLI SH ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND, PARTI Cl PATE AND COWPLETE
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS PROVIDED IN THE PRISONS. SUCH STEPS MAY
| NCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIM TED TO, | NCREASED EMPLOYMENT OF BI LI NGUAL
SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELORS AND PROGRAM STAFF, TRANSLATI ON OF PROGRAM
CONTENT AND MATERI ALS, TARGETED PROGRAMS FOR NON ENGLI SH SPEAKI NG PRI S-
ONERS AND OTHER STRATEGQ ES DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER | N CONSULTA-
TION WTH THE COVM SSI ONER OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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