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STATE OF NEW YORK

4281
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 21, 2009

Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the county |law and the New York state urban devel opnent
corporation act, in relation to creating |and banks for the acquisi-
tion, managenent, planning and reuse of vacant and abandoned property

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature finds that there
exists a crisis in many cities and their nmetro areas caused by disin-
vestnent in real property and resulting in a significant anount of
vacant and abandoned property. For exanple, Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion Association of Erie County estimates that the city of Buffal o has
13,000 vacant parcels, 4,000 vacant structures and an estinmated 22,290
vacant residential units. This condition of vacant and abandoned proper -
ty represents |ost revenue to |ocal governnents and |arge costs rangi ng
fromdenolition, effects of safety hazards and spreading deterioration
of nei ghborhoods including resulting nortgage forecl osures.

The legislature further finds that the need exists to strengthen and
revitalize the econony of the state and its |ocal units of government by
solving the problens of vacant and abandoned property in a coordi nated
manner and to foster the developnent of such property and pronote
econoni c growth. Such problenms may include nultiple taxing jurisdictions
| acki ng comon policies, ineffective property inspection, code enforce-
ment and property rehabilitation support, |engthy and/or inadequate
forecl osure proceedings and lack of coordination and resources to
support econom c revitalization.

The legislature further finds that these challenges are often beyond
the capacity of cities and nmetro areas in the state and that a neans of
state and l|ocal partnership is required to regenerate economes with
signi ficant vacant and abandoned property. Partnership between state and
| ocal governnment is necessary for a vacant property initiative.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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The legislature further finds that creation of |and banks as subsid-
iary corporations by the state urban devel opnent corporation at the
request of counties can be an effective and cost efficient approach to
managi ng and revitalizing vacant and abandoned properties.

Therefore, the legislature declares that it is in public interest to
provide for the creation of |and banks with the authority of the urban
devel opnent corporati on.

S 2. The county law is anended by adding a new article 5-C to read as
fol | ows:

ARTI CLE 5-C
LAND BANK
SECTI ON 285. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO PETI TI ON FOR CREATI ON OF A LAND BANK.
S 285. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO PETI TI ON FOR CREATION OF A LAND BANK 1

DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH' S SECTI ON, A "LAND BANK" IS A PUBLI C CORPG
RATI ON ESTABLI SHED TO ENGAGE | N THE PROCESS OF THE EFFECTI VE CONVERS| ON
OF REUSABLE PROPERTIES TO PRODUCTI VE USE. REUSABLE PROPERTY SHALL BE
VACANT AND/ OR ABANDONED DWELLINGS AS DETERM NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
NI NETEEN HUNDRED  SEVENTY-ONE OF THE REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS AND
PROCEEDI NGS LAW SUCH PROCESS FOR EFFECTI VE CONVERSI ON OF REUSABLE PROP-
ERTI ES SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:

(A) CREATING MANAG NG AND MAI NTAINING A WRITTEN | NVENTORY OF ALL
REUSABLE PROPERTY, OR SUCH PORTI ONS OF ALL REUSABLE PROPERTY AS LONG AS
A COUNTYW DE STRATEGY FOR REUSE IS ALSO ADVANCED;

(B) CREATING A COUNTYW DE STRATEGY FOR REUSE WHICH SHALL CONSIDER
ACTIONS TO COORDI NATE COUNTYW DE ACTI VI TI ES TO WAREHOUSE AND REDEVELOP
REUSABLE PROPERTI ES. SUCH STRATEGY SHALL BE DEVELOPED WTH THE GOAL OF
CREATI NG CONTI GUOUS TRACTS OF LAND FOR REDEVELOPMENT PURPOSES AND SHALL
EVALUATE PRESENT AND FUTURE USES FOR REUSABLE PROPERTIES. SUCH PLAN
SHALL BE UPDATED NO LESS OFTEN THAN EVERY FI VE YEARS.

(© AFTER THE CREATI ON OF A WRI TTEN | NVENTCORY AND COUNTYW DE STRATEGY
FOR REUSE, THE LAND BANK MAY, CONSI STENT WTH MJUNI Cl PAL LAND USE AND
STRATEG C PLANS AND WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF THE
MUNI CI PAL CORPORATI ON, AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON TWO OF THE GENERAL MJUNI CI -
PAL LAW | N VWH CH THE REUSABLE PROPERTY | S LOCATED, TAKE ACTI ONS | NCLUD-

I NG

(1

(1'1) LEASI NG AND SALES OF LAND AND STRUCTURES;

(1'11) ADM NI STRATI ON, | NVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT OF EXI STI NG PARCELS AND
STRUCTURES;

(1V) PLANNING FOR REUSE CONSI STENT W TH LOCAL PLAN AND REI NVESTMENT
STRATEG ES; AND

(V) FOR PROPERTIES UNDER THE LAND BANK'S CONTROL: PROPERTY NMAI NTE-
NANCE, REHABI LI TATI ON AND MANAGEMENT, DI SASSEMBLY AND SALVAGE AND AS A
LAST RESORT DEMOLI TI ON.

2. AUTHORI ZATI ON. THE LEG SLATI VE BODY OF ANY COUNTY NMAY ADOPT A
RESCLUTI ON CALLING UPON THE STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATI ON TO
ESTABLI SH A SUBSI DI ARY CORPORATI ON TO PERFORM THE FUNCTIONS OF A LAND
BANK PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWELVE OF THE NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATI ON ACT. WHEN AUTHORI ZED BY THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF A MJUNI Cl PAL
CORPORATION, AS DEFINED |IN SECTION TWO OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW
SUCH MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON MAY TRANSFER REUSABLE PROPERTY TO SUCH A LAND
BANK CORPORATI ON OPERATI NG WTHI N | TS JURI SDI CTI ON.

S 3. Section 3 of section 1 of <chapter 174 of the laws of 1968,
constituting the New York state urban devel opment corporation act, is
anmended by addi ng a new subdi vision 30 to read as foll ows:

) ACQUI SI TI ON OF LAND,
I
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(30) "LAND BANK" |S A PUBLI C CORPORATI ON ESTABLI SHED TO ENGAGE IN THE
PROCESS OF THE EFFECTI VE CONVERSI ON OF REUSABLE PROPERTI ES TO PRODUCTI VE
USE. REUSABLE PROPERTY SHALL BE VACANT AND/ OR ABANDONED DVELLI NGS AS
DETERM NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 1971 OF THE REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS AND
PROCEEDI NGS LAW SUCH PROCESS FOR EFFECTI VE CONVERSI ON OF REUSABLE PROP-
ERTI ES SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:

(A) CREATING MANAG NG AND NMAINTAINING A WRI TTEN | NVENTORY OF ALL
REUSABLE PROPERTY, OR SUCH PORTI ONS OF ALL REUSABLE PROPERTY AS LONG AS
A COUNTYW DE STRATEGY FOR REUSE | S ALSO ADVANCED;

(B) CREATING A COUNTYWDE STRATEGY FOR REUSE WHI CH SHALL CONSI DER
ACTI ONS TO COORDI NATE COUNTYW DE ACTI VI TIES TO WAREHOUSE AND REDEVELCP
REUSABLE PROPERTI ES. SUCH STRATEGY SHALL BE DEVELOPED W TH THE GOAL OF
CREATI NG CONTI GUOUS TRACTS OF LAND FOR REDEVELOPMENT PURPCSES AND SHALL
EVALUATE PRESENT AND FUTURE USES FOR REUSABLE PROPERTI ES. SUCH PLAN
SHALL BE UPDATED NO LESS OFTEN THAN EVERY FI VE YEARS.

(©) AFTER THE CREATION OF A WRI TTEN | NVENTORY AND COUNTYW DE STRATEGY
FOR REUSE, THE LAND BANK MAY, CONSI STENT W TH MUNI Cl PAL LAND USE AND
STRATEG C PLANS AND W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE
MUNI Cl PAL  CORPORATI ON, AS DEFINED I N SECTION 2 OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL
LAW | N WH CH THE REUSABLE PROPERTY | S LOCATED TAKE ACTI ONS | NCLUDI NG

(1) ACQUI SI TI ON OF LAND,

(1) LEASI NG AND SALES OF LAND AND STRUCTURES;

(1'11) ADM NI STRATI ON, | NVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT OF EXI STI NG PARCELS AND
STRUCTURES;

(1'V) PLANNI NG FOR REUSE CONSI STENT W TH LOCAL PLANS AND REI NVESTMENT
STRATEG ES; AND

(V) FOR PROPERTIES UNDER THE LAND BANK' S CONTROL: PROPERTY MAI NTE-
NANCE; REHABI LI TATI ON AND MANAGEMENT; DI SASSEMBLY AND SALVAGE AND AS A
LAST RESORT DEMOLI TI ON.

S 4. Section 12 of section 1 of chapter 174 of the |laws of 1968,
constituting the New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, is
anmended by addi ng a new subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

(1-A)(A) UPON RECEIPT OF A RESOLUTI ON APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
LEG SLATI VE BODY OF ANY COUNTY, THE CORPORATI ON MAY AT |ITS DI SCRETI ON
ESTABLI SH A SUBSI DI ARY CORPORATI ON TO PERFORM THE FUNCTI ONS OF A LAND
BANK PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THI RTY OF SECTI ON THREE OF THI S ACT. THE
CORPORATI ON  SHALL ESTABLI SH NO MORE THAN THREE LAND BANKS STATEW DE,
PROVI DED THAT NO TWO LAND BANKS BE ESTABLISHED WTHI N A SINGLE STATE
REG ON AS DEFI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT. THE DI REC-
TORS OF SUCH SUBSIDI ARY SHALL | NCLUDE FI VE APPO NTEES FROM THE STATE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATI ON, AND TWO APPO NTEES EACH BY BOTH THE CHI EF
ELECTED OFFI CER AND LEQ SLATI VE BODY OF THE COUNTY PETI TIONING FOR THE
CREATION OF THE SUBSI DI ARY CORPORATI ON. MEMBERS OF THE SUBSI DI ARY SHALL
BE PERSONS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED SPECI AL | NTEREST, EXPERI ENCE, OR EDUCA-
TION I N URBAN ANDY OR REG ONAL PLANNI NG, REAL ESTATE, COVMUNI TY DEVELOP-
MENT, NEI GHBORHOOD PRESERVATI ON, HI STORIC PRESERVATION, FINANCE OR
RELATED AREAS.

(B) THE CORPORATI ON SHALL, FROM FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR THE PURPOSES
DESCRIBED |IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, PROVI DE A GRANT TO AI D
I N THE OPERATI ON OF THE LAND BANK. THE LAND BANK SHALL ALSO BE ALLOWED
TO ACCEPT AND DI STRI BUTE FUNDS FOR THE PURPCSES I N THI' S SECTI ON CONSI ST-
ENT W TH PURPOSES DEFI NED I N THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



