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STATE OF NEW YORK

4251
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 20, 2009

Introduced by Sens. SCHNElI DERVAN, DI AZ, PARKER -- (at request of the
Thruway Authority) -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmtted to the Commttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to theft of services; to
amend the public authorities law, in relation to the inposition of
penalties and adm nistrative fees for toll evaders; and to amend the
vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the suspension of a registra-
tion of a toll evader

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 165.15 of the penal |aw is anmended
to read as foll ows:

3. Wth intent to obtain railroad, subway, bus, air, taxi or any other
public transportation service OR TO USE ANY H GHWAY, PARKWAY, ROAD
BRI DGE OR TUNNEL wi t hout paynent of the |lawful charge OR TOLL therefor,
or to avoid paynment of the |awful charge OR TOLL for such transportation
service which has been rendered to him OR HER OR FOR SUCH USE OF ANY
H GHWAY, PARKWAY, ROAD, BRI DGE OR TUNNEL, he OR SHE obtains or attenpts
to obtain such service OR USE or avoids or attenpts to avoid paynent
therefor by force, intimdation, stealth, deception or rmechanica
tanpering, or by unjustifiable failure or refusal to pay; or

S 2. Section 2985 of title 11 of article 9 of the public authorities
law is designated title 12 and such title is anended by adding a new
title heading to read as foll ows:

TOLL COLLECTI ONS

S 3. Subdivision 5 of section 2985 of the public authorities |aw, as
added by chapter 379 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. An owner found liable for a violation of toll <collection regu-
| ations pursuant to this section shall for a first violation thereof be
liable for a nonetary penalty not to exceed [fifty] ONE HUNDRED doll ars
or two tinmes the toll evaded whichever is greater; for a second
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vi ol ation thereof both within eighteen nonths be liable for a nonetary
penalty not to exceed [one] TWO hundred dollars or five tinmes the tol
evaded whi chever is greater; for a third or subsequent violation thereof

all within eighteen nonths be |Iliable for a nonetary penalty not to
exceed [one] THREE hundred [fifty] dollars or ten tines the toll evaded
whi chever is greater. ONE- HALF OF SUCH MONETARY PENALTI ES COLLECTED

SHALL BE PAID TO THE PUBLI C AUTHORI TY WHOSE TOLL COLLECTI ON REGULATI ONS
WERE VI OLATED. |IN ADDI TION TO SUCH PENALTI ES, THE OMER SHALL ALSO BE
LI ABLE TO THE PUBLI C AUTHORI TY, WHOSE TOLL COLLECTI ON REGULATI ONS WERE
VI OLATED, FOR FULL RESTI TUTI ON OF TOLL REVENUES LOST AS A RESULT OF SUCH
VI OLATI ON.

S 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 7 of section 2985 of the
public authorities |law, as added by chapter 379 of the laws of 1992, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Anotice of liability shall be sent by first class mil to each
person alleged to be liable as an owner for a violation of tol
col l ection regulations. Such notice shall be mailed no later than [thir-
ty] NINETY days after the alleged violation. Personal delivery on the
owner shall not be required. A manual or automatic record of mailing
prepared in the ordinary course of business shall be prima facie
evi dence of the nmailing of the notice.

(b) A notice of liability shall contain the nane and address of the
person alleged to be l|iable as an owner for a violation of tol
col l ection regul ations pursuant to this section, the registration nunber
of the vehicle involved in such wviolation, the |ocation where such
vi ol ation took place, the date and tine of such violation, THE TOLL
AMOUNT EVADED and the identification nunber of the photo-nonitoring
system whi ch recorded the violation or other docunment |ocator nunber.

S 5. Section 2985 of the public authorities law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. I N ADDI TI ON TO ANY MONETARY LI ABI LI TY THAT MAY BE | MPOSED PURSUANT
TO THI' S SECTI ON, EVERY PUBLI C AUTHORI TY WHI CH OPERATES A TOLL HI GHWAY
BRIDGE AND/OR TUNNEL FACILITY |S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND EMPONERED TO
| MPOSE AN ADM NI STRATI VE FEE OR FEES ON THE OMNER OF A VEHI CLE THAT HAS
VI OLATED TOLL COLLECTI ON REGULATI ONS.

S 6. Subdivision 4-d of section 510 of the vehicle and traffic [aw, as
added by chapter 379 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

4-d. Suspension of registration for failure to answer or pay penalties
with respect to certain violations. Upon the receipt of a notification
froma court or an administrative tribunal, OR FROM A PUBLIC AUTHORITY,
OR ANY OTHER PUBLI C ENTITY | MPOSI NG SUCH VI OLATI ONS, | N THE MANNER AND
FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE COW SSI ONER, that an owner of a notor vehicle
failed to appear on the return date or dates or a new subsequent
adj ourned date or dates or failed to pay any penalty inposed by a court
or failed to conply with the rules and regul ati ons of an adm nistrative
tribunal following entry of a final decision or decisions, in response
to [five] THREE or nore notices of liability or other process, issued
within an ei ghteen nonth period chargi ng such owner with a violation of
toll collection regulations in accordance with the provisions of section
two thousand nine hundred eighty-five of the public authorities |aw or
sections sixteen-a, sixteen-b and sixteen-c of chapter seven hundred
seventy-four of the |aws of nineteen hundred fifty, OR OTHER COVPARABLE
LAW the conm ssioner or his OR HER agent shall suspend the registration
of the vehicle or vehicles involved in the violation or the privilege of
operation of any notor vehicle owned by the registrant. Such suspension
shall take effect no less than thirty days fromthe date on which notice
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thereof 1is sent by the conm ssioner to the person whose registration or
privilege is suspended and shall remain in effect until such registrant
has appeared in response to such notices of liability or has paid such
penalty or in the case of an administrative tribunal, the registrant has
conplied with the rules and regulations following the entry of a fina
deci si on or deci sions.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw



