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STATE OF NEW YORK

4205
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 16, 2009

Introduced by Sen. NOZZOLIO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT in relation to creating the Bloonfield public library district in
the county of Ontario

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Secti on 1. Creation of library district. Notwithstanding the
provi sions of any general, special, or local lawto the contrary, there
iIs hereby created and established in the county of Ontario, a public
library district in the towns of East Bloonfield and Wst Bloonfield,
and shall be known as the Bloonfield public library district.

S 2. Election. 1. The public library district herein described shal
not come into existence unless and until it 1is approved, the initia
proposed budget is approved, and seven trustees are elected by a vote of
the majority of the qualified voters voting in an election held pursuant
to the foll ow ng provisions:

Upon receipt of a petition signed by not |ess than twenty-five voters
qualified to vote at a general election and residing within the area of
the proposed district, the board of trustees of the existing Bloonfield
library shall give notice of an election to be conducted pursuant to
this act. Such election shall be held within one year after this act
shall have becone a law. If a majority of the voters approve the forna-
tion of the district, then the district shall come into existence on the
terms and conditions set forth in this act. At such election the issue
shal | be:

(a) whether the public library district therein described shall be
created or not;

(b) whether the initial budget therefor proposed by the board of trus-
tees of the Bloonfield library shall be approved or di sapproved; and

(c) the election of five to fifteen trustees as provided by section
three of this act.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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The trustees of the existing Bloonfield library shall give notice of
such election by the publication of a notice in one or nore newspapers
having a general circulation in the district to be served. The first
publication of such notice shall be not |less than thirteen days and not
nore than twenty days prior to the date of such election. In addition,
the board of trustees of the existing Bloonfield library shall cause
copies of such notice to be posted conspicuously in three public places
inthe district at least thirteen days prior to the date of such
el ection. Such notice shall specify the tinme when and the place where

such election will be held, the issues to be decided at such election
and the hours during which polls wll be open for the receipt of
ballots. The board of trustees of the existing Bloonfield |ibrary shal

prepare the ballots for such elections and the polls shall remin open

for the receipt thereof at all elections from12:00 p.m until 9:00 p. m
The board of trustees of the existing Bloonfield Iibrary shall designate
a resident qualified voter of such district to act as chairperson of any
el ection of such district and shall designate not |ess than two nor nore
than four resident qualified voters to act as el ection inspectors and
bal |l ot clerks at such elections. No trustee or candidate for the office
of trustee shall serve as chairperson or as an el ection inspector or
ball ot clerk. The board of trustees may adopt a resolution providing
that such chairperson, election inspectors and ballot clerks shall be
paid for their respective services at the initial election or at subse-
guent el ections, should the new library district be created. Such resol -
ution, if adopted, nmay fix reasonabl e conpensation for services of such
of ficials. Every voter, otherwise qualified to vote at a genera
election and residing within the area of the proposed district shall be
qualified to vote at said election. After the polls have closed at such
el ection, the election inspectors and the ballot clerks shall imedi ate-
|y canvass publicly the ballots cast and the chairperson of the election
shall publicly announce the result. Wthin seventy-two hours thereafter,
the chairperson, election inspectors, and ballot clerks shall execute
and file a certificate of the result of the canvass with the board of
trustees and the clerk for the towns of East Bloonfield and Wst Bl oom
field.

2. In the event that the district is created, there shall be an annua
el ection conducted by the board of trustees of the Bloonfield public
library district in accordance with the provisions of subdivision one of
this section, at a time to be set by the public library district's

board, at which el ection vacancies on the board of trustees shall be
filled and at which any proposed budget which the board shall determ ne
to submit to the voters pursuant to section four of this act shall be

submitted to the voters.

3. Candidates for the office of nenber of the board of trustees of the
Bl oonfield public library district shall be nom nated by petition. No
vacancy on the board of trustees to be filled shall be considered a
separate, specific office. A separate petition shall be required to
nom nat e each candi date for a vacancy on the board. Each petition shal
be directed to the secretary of the board of trustees, shall be signed
by at | east twenty-five qualified voters of the district, shall state
the residence of each signer, and shall state the nane and resi dence of
the candidate. In the event that any such nom nees shall w thdraw candi -
dacy prior to the election, such person shall not be considered a candi -
date unless a new petition nom nating such person in the same nmanner and
within the sane tinme Iinmtation applicable to other candidates is filed
with the secretary of the board of trustees. Each petition shall be
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filed with the secretary of the board of trustees between the hours of
1:00 p.m and 5:00 p.m, not later than the thirtieth day preceding the
election at which tine the candidates nom nated are to be el ected.
Petitions for candidates for the initial board of trustees of the Bl oom
field public Ilibrary district shall be filed with the secretary of the
exi sting Bloonfield library. In the event that the new district is
created, petitions nom nating candi dates for the board of trustees after
the initial election shall be filed with the secretary of the Bloonfield
public library district.

4. At any election in such district, the voters nmay adopt a proposi -
tion providing that, in all subsequent elections, vacancies on the board
of trustees shall be considered separate, specific offices and that the
nom nating petitions shall describe the specific vacancy upon the board
of trustees for which the candidate is nomnated, which description
shall include at |least the length of the termof the office and the nane
of the Ilast incunbent, if any. No person shall be nom nated for nore
t han one specific office. Such procedure shall be followed with respect
to all nomnations and elections in subsequent years until and unless
such proposition is repealed by the electors of the district at a regu-
| ar el ection by adoption of a proposition to repeal the sane.

S 3. Oganization and structure. The Bloonfield public library
di strict shall be nmanaged, operated, and controlled by a board of trus-
tees consisting of seven nenbers. The trustees shall take office on the
first day of the nonth following their election and shall, at the first
regular neeting of the board, determ ne when terns of office of each
menber shall expire as follows: the two trustees receiving the first and
second hi ghest nunber of votes shall serve for four years, the two trus-
tees receiving the third and fourth hi ghest nunber of votes shall serve
for three years, the two trustees receiving the fifth and sixth hi ghest
nunber of votes shall serve for two years and the trustee receiving the
sevent h hi ghest nunber of votes shall serve for one year.

As vacancies occur, trustees shall be elected at the annual election
provided for by this act to serve four year terns by the voters of the
library district hereby created, such ternms to comence on the first day
of the nonth next following the election. Only qualified voters of the
di strict who have been residents of the public library district for at
| east one vyear prior to the election shall be eligible for election to
the board of trustees. The board of trustees at its first neeting each
fiscal year shall elect or appoint a president and vice-president who
shall be menbers of the board and a secretary, treasurer, and such other
of ficers as they deem necessary. If the board so determ nes, the offices
of secretary and treasurer nmay be held by individuals who are not
menbers of the board of trustees and, in that event, such officer nay,
if the board so determ nes, receive conpensation as fixed by resolution
of the board.

S 4. Finances. 1. The initial budget for the Bloonfield public library
district shall be determ ned by a vote of the voters of the district in
the initial election as hereinafter provided for. Al future budgets
that increase or decrease the Bloonfield public |ibrary proposed total
operating expenditures over the total operating expenditures in the |ast
precedi ng fiscal year's budget shall be subnmtted to the residents
voting at the annual election of trustees pursuant to section two of
this act. Funds voted for |ibrary purposes at the initial election and
at all future budget el ections shall be considered an annual appropri-
ation therefor and shall be levied and collected yearly in the sane
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manner and at the sanme tinme as other taxes in the towns of East Bl oom
field and West Bl oonfiel d.

2. The board of trustees shall annually file with the financial offi-
cers of the towns of East Bloonfield and Wst Bloonfield, the dollar
anmount to be raised by levy for the library district. The towns shal
not make any change in the dollar anmbunt subnmitted to the towns of East
Bl oonfield and West Bl oonfield by the board of the library district.

3. The towns of East Bloonfield and West Bl oonfield shall levy a tax
agai nst the real property lying within the boundaries of the Bloonfield
library district for the anount to be raised by tax as contained in the
annual budget of the Bloonfield library district. The towns of East
Bl oonfield and West Bl oonfield may issue tax anticipation notes, revenue
anticipation notes, and budget notes pursuant to article 2 of the |oca
finance law to obtain the necessary noneys therefor.

4. The towns of East Bloonfield and West Bloonfield shall have the
power to authorize, sell, and issue bonds, notes, and other evidences of
I ndebt edness pursuant to the local finance law in order to permt the
library district to provide facilities or inproved facilities for
library purposes. Upon witten request fromthe board of trustees of the
Bl oonfield public library district, after approval by the qualified
voters of such public library district, the towns of East Bloonfield and
West Bl oonfield shall authorize, sell, and issue such bonds, notes, or
other evidences of indebtedness as are necessary to acconplish the
i mprovenents specified in the notice. The proceeds of such bonds, notes,
or other evidences of indebtedness shall be paid to the treasurer of the
Bl oonfield public Ilibrary district and maintained in a segregated
account in accordance wth section 165.00 of the l|ocal finance |aw and
expended by the treasurer only on specific authorization by the board of
trustees.

5. The board of trustees of the Bloonfield public library district nay
accept on behalf of the district any absolute gift, devise, or bequest
of real or personal property and such conditional gifts, devises, or
bequests as it shall by resol ution approve.

6. The treasurer of the Bloonfield public library district shall be
custodian of all funds of the library district, including gifts and
trust funds paid over to the trustees. The board of trustees nay author-
ize the investnent of funds in the custody of the treasurer in the sane
manner in which school district funds may be invested. Proceeds of obli-
gations received from the nunicipality may be invested in accordance
with section 165.00 of the local finance aw. The towns of East Bloom
field and Wst Bloonfield shall pronptly pay over to the Bl oonfield
public library district all noneys which belong to or are raised for the
library district. No noneys shall be disbursed by the treasurer of the
library district except after audit by the board of trustees. The board
of trustees of the Bloonfield public library district shall audit al
claims and shall order the paynent thereof, except as otherw se provided
by this section. No such clainms shall be audited or ordered paid by the
trustees unless an item zed voucher therefor shall be presented to the
board of trustees for audit and all owance. The foregoi ng requirenent
that no noneys shall be disbursed by the treasurer of the district
except after audit by the board of trustees shall not be applicable to

paynment of clainms of fixed salaries and anmounts which the library
districts may be required to pay on account of retirenent contributions
for past or current services to officers and enployees of the Ilibrary

district. The treasurer shall keep such records in such manner as the
board of trustees nay require.
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S 5. Charter, conmencenent of operations, and transfer of property and
enpl oyees. The initially elected trustees shall, within thirty days from
the date of approval of the library district by the voters of the
district, apply to the board of regents for a charter as a public
library. Upon the granting of such a charter by the board of regents,
then title to all liabilities and assets, including all property, rea
and personal, and all other tangi ble and intangi ble property, trust and
ot her funds, and all other obligations, now held by the existing Bloom
field library shall be transferred to, vested in, and be acquired by the
Bl oonfield public library district as established by this act. Upon the
granting of such charter by the board of regents, all enployees of the
existing Bloonfield Ilibrary shall beconme enployees of the library
di strict upon the sane ternms and conditions of enploynment and at the
same rate of pay as their previous enploynent by the existing Bloonfield
library; further, specifically and notw thstanding any other provision
of lawto the contrary, the Bloonfield public library district shal
become and remain liable to any enpl oyees of the existing Bloonfield
library who retired prior to Decenber 31, 2009, with regards to conti nu-
ing health insurance coverage to the same extent as the existing Bloom
field library prior to the creation of the Bloonfield public library
district.

S 6. Ad valorem | evy. The several lots and parcels of land within the
area of said public library district are hereby determ ned to be bene-
fited by the library facilities and devices existing as of the effective
date of this act, and the towns of East Bloonfield and Wst Bloonfield
are hereby authorized to assess, levy, and collect the necessary
expenses of operation, maintenance, and repair of such facilities and
services and such capital inprovenents, including debt service on bonds,
notes, or other evidences of indebtedness of the school districts or
muni ci palities issued for the purpose of the Bloonfield public library
district, as may be hereafter authorized pursuant to the provisions of
this act fromsuch lots and parcels of land in the same nmanner and at
the sane tine as other municipal or school district charges.

S 7. Education law. Except as otherwi se provided by this act, the
provi sions of the education law relating to public libraries shall be
applicable to the Bloonfield public library district established by this
act .

S 8. This act shall take effect imediately.



