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STATE OF NEW YORK

3983
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. WNNER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations

AN ACT to amend the tax |aw, the insurance |law, the vehicle and traffic
law and the education law, in relation to enacting the omi bus ener-
gency services volunteer incentive act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
t he "ommi bus emergency services volunteer incentive act".

S 2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 of subsection (e-1) of section 606 of the tax
| aw, paragraph 1 as added by section 1 of part U of chapter 62 of the
| aws of 2006 and paragraph 3 as added by section 4 of part N of chapter
61 of the laws of 2006, are anended to read as foll ows:

(1) For taxable years beginning on and after January first, two thou-
sand seven, a resident taxpayer who serves as an active volunteer fire-
fighter as defined in subdivision one of section two hundred fifteen of
t he general municipal law or as a vol unteer anbul ance worker as defined
i n subdivision fourteen of section two hundred nineteen-k of the genera
muni ci pal |aw shall be allowed a credit against the tax inposed by this
article equal to two hundred dollars. In order to receive this credit a
volunteer firefighter or volunteer anbulance worker nust have been
active for the entire taxable year for which the credit is sought. FOR
TAXABLE YEARS BEGQ NNI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND ELEVEN
A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER OR VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKER WHO HAS BEEN
ACTIVE FOR FOUR OR MORE CONSECUTI VE TAXABLE YEARS SHALL BE ALLOWED AN
ADDI TI ONAL CREDI T EQUAL TO FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS.

(3) I'n the case of a husband and wife who file a joint return and who
both individually qualify for the «credit under this subsection, the
amount of the credit allowed shall be four hundred dollars. FOR TAXABLE
YEARS BEGA NNI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWDO THOUSAND ELEVEN, A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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HUSBAND AND W FE WHO FI LE A JO NT RETURN AND WHO BOTH | NDI VI DUALLY QUAL-
|FY FOR THE ADDI TI ONAL CREDI T UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE AMOUNT OF THE
ADDI TI ONAL CREDI T SHALL BE EI GHT HUNDRED DOLLARS.

S 3. Section 606 of the tax law is anmended by addi ng a new subsection
(e-2) to read as foll ows:

(E-2) VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' AND AMBULANCE WORKERS' CREDI T FOR FOUR
OR MORE YEARS OF SERVICE. (1) FOR TAXABLE YEARS COVMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER
JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND ELEVEN, A RESI DENT TAXPAYER WHO HAS SERVED
AS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER AS DEFINED IN SUBDI VISION ONE OF
SECTI ON  TWO HUNDRED FI FTEEN OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW OR AS A VOLUN-
TEER AMBULANCE WORKER AS DEFI NED | N SUBDI VI SI ON FOURTEEN OF SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED NI NETEEN- K OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW FOR FOUR OR MORE CONSEC-
UTI VE YEARS SHALL BE ALLOWED A CREDI T AGAINST THE TAX | MPOSED BY THI S
ARTI CLE EQUAL TO FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS. I N ORDER TO RECEIVE TH'S CREDIT A
VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER OR VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKER MJST HAVE BEEN
ACTIVE FOR THE ENTI RE FOUR OR MORE CONSECUTI VE TAXABLE YEARS FOR WH CH
THE CREDI T IS SOUGHT.

(2) I'F A TAXPAYER RECElI VES A REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON RELATING TO
SUCH SERVICE UNDER TITLE TWO OF ARTI CLE FOUR OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX
LAW SUCH TAXPAYER SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR THI S CREDI T.

(3) IN THE CASE OF A HUSBAND AND W FE WHO FI LE A JO NT RETURN AND WHO
BOTH | NDI VIDUALLY QUALIFY FOR THE CREDI T UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE
AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T SHALL BE ElI GHT HUNDRED DOLLARS.

(4) I'F THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T ALLONED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON FOR ANY
TAXABLE YEAR SHALL EXCEED THE TAXPAYER S TAX FOR SUCH YEAR, THE EXCESS
SHALL BE TREATED AS AN OVERPAYMENT OF TAX TO BE CREDI TED OR REFUNDED I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED ElI GHTY-SI X OF TH S
ARTI CLE; PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT NO | NTEREST SHALL BE PAI D THEREON.

S 4. Subsection (f) of section 9104 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 3 to read as foll ows:

(3) THE FI RE COVWANY OR FI RE DEPARTMENT RECEI VI NG THE SAME, TO USE FOR
RECRU TMENT AND RETENTI ON PURPOSES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO, TOTAL
OR PARTIAL CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE COST OF PARTI Cl PATION I N A PLAN FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF MEDI CAL, SURG CAL AND HOSPI TAL SERVI CES OR | NSURANCE.

S 5. Paragraph 3 of subsection (d) of section 9105 of the insurance
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph (C) to read as foll ows:

(© THE FI RE COVWANY OR FI RE DEPARTMENT RECEI VI NG THE SAME, TO USE FOR
RECRU TMENT AND RETENTI ON PURPCSES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO, TOTAL
OR PARTI AL CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE COST OF PARTICI PATION IN A PLAN FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF MEDI CAL, SURG CAL AND HOSPI TAL SERVI CES OR | NSURANCE.

S 6. Subdivision 6 of section 401 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph f to read as fol |l ows:

F. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SION OF TH' S CHAPTER OR ANY OTHER LAW TO
THE CONTRARY, ANY MOTOR VEH CLE OMNED BY A VOLUNTEER FlI REFI GHTER, AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW OR
A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKER, AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUN-
TEER AMBULANCE WORKERS' BENEFI T LAW AND USED BY SUCH VOLUNTEER IN THE
PERFORVANCE OF H'S OR HER DUTI ES AS A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER OR VOLUNTEER
AMBULANCE WORKER SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM ALL MOTOR VEH CLE REG STRATI ON
FEES AND FROM ANY VEHI CLE USE OR OTHER TAX BASED UPON THE WEIGHT OR
VALUE OF SUCH MOTOR VEHI CLE.

S 7. Subdivision 3 of section 404-b of the vehicle and traffic [aw, as
anended by chapter 277 of +the laws of 1991, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Adistinctive plate issued pursuant to this section shall be issued
in the sane manner as ot her nunber plates upon paynent of the regular
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registration fee prescribed by section four hundred one of this [chap-
ter] ARTICLE and an initial one tinme service charge of fifteen dollars;
PROvVI DED, HOWEVER, NO SUCH REG STRATI ON FEE OR SERVI CE CHARGE SHALL BE
I MPOSED FOR A MOTOR VEH CLE USED BY A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER I N THE
PERFORMANCE OF HI'S OR HER DUTI ES.

S 8. Subdivision 3 of section 404-f of the vehicle and traffic [aw, as
anended by chapter 277 of the laws of 1991, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Adistinctive plate issued pursuant to this section shall be issued
in the sane manner as other nunber plates upon paynent of the regular
regi stration fee prescribed by section four hundred one of this [chap-
ter] ARTICLE and an additional annual service charge of fifteen dollars;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, NO SUCH REG STRATI ON FEE OR SERVI CE CHARGE SHALL BE
| MPOSED FOR A MOTOR VEHI CLE USED BY A MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER ANMBULANCE
SERVI CE | N THE PERFORMANCE OF HI' S OR HER DUTI ES.

S 9. Paragraphs a, b, d and e of subdivision 3 of section 669-c of the
education |l aw, as added by section 1 of part G of chapter 83 of the | aws
of 2002, are amended to read as foll ows:

a. Volunteer organizations nmay annually submt [one application] NOT
MORE THAN THREE APPLI CATIONS to the [higher education services] corpo-
ration;

b. Volunteer organizations subnitting [an application] APPLI CATI ONS
shall develop a policy for selecting the [candidate] CANDI DATES that
will be forwarded to the [higher education services] corporation. A
VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT SUBM TS MORE THAN ONE APPLI CATI ON SHALL LI ST
THE CANDI DATES I N THE ORDER OF PRI ORI TY;

d. The [higher education services] corporation shall award [a] vol un-
teer recruitnment service [scholarship] SCHOLARSHIPS to all eligible
appl i cants unl ess the nunmber of applications received are greater than
the funding available for the program in which case the corporation
shal | devel op a random system for selecting the recipients. |F FUNDS
REMAI N AVAI LABLE |IN THE PROGRAM AFTER AN ELI G BLE APPLI CANT FROM EACH
VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT HAS SUBM TTED AN ELI G BLE CANDI DATE HAS BEEN
AWARDED ONE SCHOLARSHI P, THEN THE CORPORATI ON MAY AWARD AN ADDI TI ONAL
SCHOLARSHI P OR SCHOLARSHI PS TO APPLI CANTS FROM VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS
THAT HAVE SUBM TTED MORE THAN ONE ELI G BLE CANDI DATE. THE CORPORATI ON
SHALL DEVELOP A RANDOM SYSTEM FOR SELECTI NG THE RECI Pl ENTS OF ANY SUCH
ADDI TI ONAL SCHOLARSHI PS;

e. Arecipient of the volunteer recruitnment service scholarship shal
automatically continue to receive the schol arship once awarded provi ded
that the recipient remains conpliant with the provisions of this
section, the recipient 1is continuously enrolled in a degree producing
curriculumat an institution of higher education, and funding is avail-
able. |IF THERE IS A SHORTAGE | N THE FUNDI NG AVAI LABLE, FUNDS SHALL BE
AWARDED BASED ON A ONE PER ORGANI ZATI ON BASIS BEFORE ANY ADDI TI ONAL
SCHOLARSHI P | S AWARDED TO APPLI CANTS FROM A VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON WHERE
MORE THAN ONE MEMBER RECEI VED A SCHOLARSHI P; and

S 10. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 669-e to
read as foll ows:

S 669-E. VOLUNTEER RECRU TMENT SERVI CE LOAN FORA VENESS PROGRAM 1.
PURPCSE. THE CORPORATION IS AUTHORI ZED, W THI N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED OR
OTHERW SE LAWFULLY AVAI LABLE FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE, TO ESTABLISH A
RECRU TMENT LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM FOR VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS

2. ELIGBILITY. THE CORPORATION MAY GRANT SUCH AWARDS W THI N THE
AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH PURPOSE AND BASED ON AVAI LABI LI TY OF FUNDS
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ACCORDI NG TO A SCHEDULE TO BE DETERM NED BY THE CORPORATION IN THE
FOLLOW NG MANNER:

A, VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG AN "AMBULANCE COMPANY" AS
DEFI NED I N SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS' BENEFI T LAW
OR "FI RE COVPANY" AS DEFINED IN SECTION THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER FI RE-
FI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW NAY ANNUALLY SUBM T NO MORE THAN THREE APPLI CA-
TIONS TO THE CORPORATI ON;

B. VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS SUBM TTI NG APPLI CATI ONS SHALL DEVELOP A
PCLI CY FOR ELECTI NG THE CANDI DATES THAT W LL BE FORWARDED TO THE CORPG
RATI ON. A VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT SUBM TS MORE THAN ONE APPLI CATI ON
SHALL LI ST THE CANDI DATES | N ORDER OF PRI ORI TY;

C. THE CORPCORATI ON SHALL DESI GNATE A DATE BY VWH CH ALL APPLI CATI ONS
SHALL BE RECEI VED BY THE CORPORATI ON;

D. THE CORPORATI ON SHALL AWARD VOLUNTEER RECRUI TMENT LOAN FORA VENESS
BENEFI TS TO ALL ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS UNLESS THE NUMBER OF APPLI CATI ONS
RECEI VED ARE GREATER THAN THE FUNDI NG AVAI LABLE FOR THE PROGRAM IN
VWH CH CASE THE CORPORATI ON SHALL DEVELOP A RANDOM SYSTEM FOR SELECTI NG
THE RECI PI ENTS. | F FUNDS REMAI N AVAI LABLE | N THE PROGRAM AFTER AN ELI G -
BLE APPLI CANT FROM EACH VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT HAS SUBM TTED AN
ELI G BLE CANDI DATE HAS BEEN AWARDED ONE LOAN FORG VENESS AWARD, THEN THE
CORPCORATI ON MAY AWARD AN ADDI Tl ONAL LOAN FORG VENESS AWARD TO APPLI CANTS
FROM VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT HAVE SUBM TTED MORE THAN ONE ELI G BLE
CANDI DATE. THE CORPORATI ON SHALL DEVELOP A RANDOM SYSTEM FOR SELECTI NG
THE RECI PI ENTS OF ANY SUCH ADDI TI ONAL AWARDS;

E. A RECIPI ENT OF THE VOLUNTEER RECRU TMENT LOAN FORG VENESS BENEFI TS
SHALL AUTOVATI CALLY CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE BENEFIT ONCE AWARDED
PROVI DED THAT THE RECIPIENT REMAINS COVWPLI ANT WTH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH'S SECTI ON, AND FUNDI NG | S AVAI LABLE. IF THERE IS A SHORTAGE IN THE
FUNDI NG AVAI LABLE, FUNDS SHALL BE AWARDED BASED ON A ONE PER ORGANI ZA-
TI ON BASI S BEFORE ANY ADDI TI ONAL AWARDS ARE RECEI VED BY APPLI CANTS FROM
A VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON VHERE MORE THAN ONE MEMBER RECEI VED AN AWARD,

F. THE CORPCRATI ON SHALL DEVELOP A SYSTEM FOR CERTI FYI NG ON AN ANNUAL
BASI S THAT THE RECI PI ENT |'S COVPLI ANT W TH THE CONDI TI ONS ENUMERATED I N
TH'S SECTI ON PRI OR TO RECEI VI NG THE VOLUNTEER RECRUI TMENT LOAN FORG VE-
NESS BENEFI T, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(1) MEMBERSHI P I N, AND MAI NTENANCE OF AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER STATUS IN A
VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATION FOR NOT' LESS THAN ONE YEAR AT THE TI ME OF THE
I NI TI AL AWARD;

(1) GRADUATI ON FROM A DEGREE PRODUCI NG CURRI CULUM AND

G UPON THE RECI PI ENT' S ATTAI NMENT OF LOAN REPAYMENT OR CESSATI ON OF
STATUS AS A VOLUNTEER W TH THE VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON, VWH CHEVER COVES
FI RST, THE BENEFI T PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DI SCONTI NUED. THE
BENEFI T PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUSPENDED AT THE DI RECTI ON OF
THE CORPORATI ON FOR A RECI PIENT' S FAILURE TO CONTINUE TO SERVE AS A
VOLUNTEER W TH THE VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ON, OR FOR THE FAI LURE TO COWPLY
W TH ANY PROVI SION OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. AMOUNT. UNLESS OTHERW SE PROVI DED FOR I N THI S SECTI ON, THE BENEFIT
FOR THE VOLUNTEER RECRU TMENT LOAN FORA VENESS AWARD SHALL BE ON THE
TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS SET BY THE CORPORATI ON, PROVIDED THAT ANY SUCH
BENEFI T SHALL NOI' EXCEED AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE ANNUAL LOAN AMOUNT OF
THE RECI PI ENT, THE ANNUAL TUI TI ON WHI CH WAS CHARCGED TO THE RECI PI ENT OR
THE ANNUAL TU TI ON CHARGED BY THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK, WH CHEV-
ER IS LESS. IN NO CASE SHALL AN AWARD BE GRANTED FOR MORE THAN FI VE
YEARS.
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4. RULES AND REGULATIONS. THE CORPORATION |S HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO
PROVULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON

S 11. This act shall take effect inmrediately, except that:

a. sections six, seven and eight of this act shall apply to fees,
charges and taxes inposed on or after such date; and

b. the amendnents to section 669-c of the -education law, nade by
section nine of this act, shall not affect the repeal of such section
and shall be deened repeal ed therewth.



