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STATE OF NEW YORK

3867
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 2, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOVERY -- (at request of the Ofice of Court
Adm ni stration) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to
be conmitted to the Commttee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the famly court act, the surrogate's court procedure
act and the social services law, in relation to inplenentation of the
federal Fostering Connections to Success and | ncreasing Adoptions Act
of 2008 with respect to subsidized kinship guardi anship, educational
stability, transition plans and sibling visitation and cont act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 661 of the famly court act is amended by adding a
new subdi vision (c) to read as foll ows:

(© SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P OF A CH LD. WHERE THE PERMANENCY
GOAL FOR A CHI LD WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF A PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE
TEN OR TEN-A OF THIS ACT | S REFERRAL FOR SUBSI DI ZED LEGAL GUARDI ANSHI P
WTH A FIT AND W LLING RELATIVE, A PETITION UNDER THI S ARTI CLE FI LED BY
SUCH RELATI VE SHALL BE FILED WTH THE COURT BEFORE WHOM THE MOST RECENT
PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TEN OR TEN-A OF THI S ACT | S PENDI NG THE
COURT PRESI DI NG OVER THE PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TEN OR TEN- A MAY
CONSOLI DATE THE HEARI NG OF A GUARDI ANSHI P PETI TI ON FI LED BY SUCH RELA-
TIVE WTH THE DI SPCSI TI ONAL HEARI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TEN OR PERMANEN-
CY HEARI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TEN-A, AS APPLI CABLE. THE COURT MJUST MAKE
AND SET FORTH I N I TS ORDER APPO NTI NG THE GUARDI AN THE FI NDI NGS ENUMER-
ATED | N SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND FI FTY- FI VE-C OR ONE THOUSAND EI GHTY- NI NE- B
OF TH'S ACT, AS APPLI CABLE. SUCH AN ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P MAY
ONLY BE | SSUED UPON THE CONSENT OF THE PROSPECTI VE RELATIVE GUARDI AN,
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD, THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND,
IN THE CASE OF A YOUTH ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, THE YOUTH TO THE
| SSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P.  YOUTH FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER MUST BE CONSULTED REGARDI NG THE GUARDI ANSHI P. AN
ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P MAY ONLY BE | SSUED ONCE THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI -
AN HAVE ENTERED | NTO A WRI TTEN, BI NDI NG KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P ASSI STANCE
AGREEMENT, A COPY OF WHI CH HAS BEEN PROVI DED BY THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF
SOCI AL SERVICES TO THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI AN. THE COURT SHALL
PROVIDE I N I TS ORDER APPO NTI NG A SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI AN THAT THE
LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD MUST
RECEI VE NOTI CE OF AND BE MADE PARTI ES TO ANY SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDI NG TO
VACATE OR MODI FY THE ORDER OF GUARDI ANSHI P

S 2. Subdivision (a) and subparagraph (A) of paragraph (i) of subdivi-
sion (b) of section 1052 of the famly court act, subdivision (a) as
anmended by chapter 519 of the |laws of 2008, subparagraph (A) of para-
graph (i) of subdivision (b) as anended by chapter 7 of the | aws of
1999, the opening paragraph and clause 7 as anmended by section 7 of part
B of chapter 327 of the laws of 2007 and the «closing paragraph as
anended by chapter 671 of the |aws of 2005, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) At the conclusion of a dispositional hearing under this article,
the court shall enter an order of disposition directing one or nore of
the foll ow ng:

(i) suspending judgment in accord with section one thousand fifty-
three of this part; or

(ii) releasing the child to the custody of his parents or other person
legally responsible in accord with section one thousand fifty-four of
this part; or

(ii1) placing the child in accord with section one thousand fifty-five
of this part; or

(iv) making an order of protection in accord with section one thousand
fifty-six of this part; or

(v) placing the respondent under supervision in accord wth section
one thousand fifty-seven of this part; or

(vi) granting custody of the child to relatives or suitable persons
pursuant to section one thousand fifty-five-b of this part; OR

(V') GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHIP TO A FIT AND WLLING RELATIVE
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND FI FTY- FI VE-C OF TH S PART

However, the <court shall not enter an order of disposition conbining
pl acenent of the child under paragraph (iii) of this subdivision with a
di sposition wunder paragraph (i) or (ii) of this subdivision. An order
granting custody of the child pursuant to paragraph (vi) OR SUBSI D ZED
GUARDI ANSHI P OF A CHI LD PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (VI 1) of this subdivision
shall not be conbined with any ot her disposition under this subdivision.

(A) whether continuation in the child s hone would be contrary to the
best interests of the child and where appropriate, that reasonable
efforts were made prior to the date of the dispositional hearing held
pursuant to this article to prevent or elimnate the need for renoval of
the child from his or her honme and if the child was renoved fromthe
honme prior to the date of such hearing, that such renoval was in the
child's best interests and, where appropriate, reasonable efforts were
made to make it possible for the child to safely return hone. |If the
court determnes that reasonable efforts to prevent or elininate the
need for renoval of the child fromthe home were not made but that the
| ack of such efforts was appropriate under the circunstances, the court
order shall include such a finding, or if the permanency plan for the
child 1is adoption, guardi anship or another pernanent |iving arrangenment
other than reunification with the parent or parents of the child, the
court order shall include a finding that reasonable efforts, including
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consi deration of appropriate in-state and out-of-state placenents, are
bei ng made to make and finalize such alternate permanent placenent.

For the purpose of this section, reasonable efforts to prevent or
elimnate the need for renoving the child fromthe honme of the child or
to nmake it possible for the child to return safely to the hone of the
child shall not be required where, upon notion with notice by the socia
services official, the court determ nes that:

(1) the parent of such child has subjected the <child to aggravated
circunstances, as defined in subdivision (j) of section one thousand
twel ve of this article;

(2) the parent of such child has been convicted of (i) murder in the
first degree as defined in section 125.27 or murder in the second degree
as defined in section 125.25 of the penal |aw and the victi mwas anot her
child of the parent; or (ii) manslaughter in the first degree as defined
in section 125.20 or manslaughter in the second degree as defined in
section 125.15 of the penal |law and the victimwas another child of the
parent, provided, however, that the parent nust have acted voluntarily
in commtting such crineg;

(3) the parent of such child has been convicted of an attenpt to
commt any of the foregoing crines, and the victimor intended victim
was the child or another child of the parent; or has been convicted of
crimnal solicitation as defined in article one hundred, conspiracy as
defined in article one hundred five or crimnal facilitation as defined
in article one hundred fifteen of the penal |aw for conspiring, solicit-
ing or facilitating any of the foregoing crinmes, and the victimor
i ntended victimwas the child or another child of the parent;

(4) the parent of such child has been convicted of assault in the
second degree as defined in section 120.05, assault in the first degree
as defined in section 120.10 or aggravated assault upon a person |ess
than el even years old as defined in section 120.12 of the penal |aw, and
the comm ssion of one of the foregoing crinmes resulted in serious phys-
ical injury to the child or another child of the parent;

(5) the parent of such child has been convicted in any other jurisdic-
tion of an offense which includes all of the essential elenments of any
crime specified in clause two, three or four of this subparagraph, and
the victimof such offense was the child or another child of the parent;
or

(6) the parental rights of the parent to a sibling of such child have

been involuntarily term nated;
[unless the court determ nes that providing reasonable efforts would be
in the best interests of the child, not contrary to the health and safe-
ty of the child, and would likely result in the reunification of the
parent and the <child in the foreseeable future. The court shall state
such findings in its order.]

(7) If the court determ nes that reasonable efforts are not to be
required because of one of the grounds set forth above, a permanency
hearing shall be held within thirty days of the finding of the court
that such efforts are not required. At the permanency hearing, the court

shall determine the appropriateness of the permanency plan prepared by
the social services official which shall include whether or when the
child: (i) wll be returned to the parent; (ii) should be placed for

adoption with the social services official filing a petition for term -
nation of parental rights; (iii) should be referred for |egal guardian-
ship WH CH MAY | NCLUDE SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P; (iv) should be
pl aced permanently with a fit and willing relative; or (v) should be
pl aced i n anot her planned pernmanent |iving arrangenment that 1ncludes a
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significant connection to an adult who is willing to be a pernmanency
resource for the child, if the social services official has docunented
to the court a conpelling reason for determning that it would not be in
the best interest of the child to return home, be referred for term-
nation of parental rights and placed for adoption, placed with a fit and
willing relative, or placed with a | egal guardian. The social services
official shall thereafter nake reasonable efforts to place the child in
a timely manner, including consideration of appropriate in-state and
out -of -state placenents, and to conpl ete what ever steps are necessary to
finalize the permanent placement of the child as set forth in the
per manency plan approved by the court. |If reasonable efforts are deter-
mned by the court not to be required because of one of the grounds set
forth in this paragraph, the social services official may file a peti-
tion for termnation of parental rights in accordance with section three
hundred ei ghty-four-b of the social services |aw

| F THE COURT FI NDS THAT ONE OF THE GROUNDS SET FORTH I N TH S PARAGRAPH
EXI ST, THE COURT SHALL FIND THAT REASONABLE EFFORTS ARE NOT REQUI RED
UNLESS THE COURT DETERM NES THAT PROVI DI NG REASONABLE EFFORTS WOULD BE
IN THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE CHI LD, WOULD NOT BE CONTRARY TO THE HEALTH
AND SAFETY OF THE CHI LD AND WOULD LI KELY RESULT I N THE REUNI FI CATION OF
THE PARENT AND CHILD IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. THE COURT SHALL STATE
SUCH FI NDINGS I N I TS ORDER

For the purpose of this section, in determ ning reasonable effort to
be made wth respect to a child, and in maki ng such reasonabl e efforts,
the child' s health and safety shall be the paranount concern.

For the purpose of this section, a sibling shall include a half-si-
bl i ng;

S 3. The famly court act is amended by adding a new section 1055-c to
read as foll ows:

S 1055-C. SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P WTH A FIT AND W LLI NG RELATI VE. (A)
AT THE CONCLUSI ON OF A DI SPOSI TI ONAL HEARI NG PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE,
VHERE THE PERVANENCY PLAN IS SUBSI DI ZED GUARDIANSHHP WTH A FIT AND
W LLING RELATIVE, THE COURT MAY | SSUE AN ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI AN-
SH P I N RESPONSE TO A PETI TION FI LED W TH THE COURT BY A RELATI VE PURSU
ANT TO ARTICLE SI X OF THIS ACT OR ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN OF THE SURROCGATE' S
COURT PROCEDURE ACT. |F THE COURT GRANTS THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETITION, IT
SHALL TERM NATE JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE CHI LD PROTECTI VE PROCEEDI NG AND
TERM NATE ANY PENDI NG ORDERS PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE OTHER THAN ASSI G\-
MENT OF COUNSEL. THE COURT MAY GRANT THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETI TI ON ONLY | F
THE COURT MAKES THE FOLLOW NG FI NDI NGS AND SETS FORTH THE FINDINGS |IN
| TS ORDER:

(1) THAT GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P OF THE CHI LD TO THE RELATI VE
IS IN THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE CH LD AND THAT NEI THER A PERVANENCY GOAL
OF RETURN TO THE CH LD S BIRTH PARENTS NOR ADCPTI ON WOULD BE I N THE
CH LD S BEST | NTERESTS AND ARE THEREFORE NOT APPROPRI ATE PERVANENCY
GOALS FOR THE CHI LD;

(1) THAT THE TERM NATI ON OF ORDERS | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE
W LL NOT JEOPARDI ZE THE SAFETY OF THE CHI LD, AND THAT GRANTING SUBSI -
DI ZED GUARDI ANSHIP OF THE CHI LD TO THE RELATIVE W LL PROVI DE THE CHI LD
W TH A SAFE AND PERVANENT HOVE;

(1'11) THAT THE CHI LD DEMONSTRATES A STRONG ATTACHMENT TO THE RELATI VE
AND THE RELATI VE DEMONSTRATES A STRONG COVM TMENT TO CARI NG PERMANENTLY
FOR THE CHI LD;

(1'V) THAT THE RELATI VE HAS BEEN APPROVED OR CERTIFIED AS A FOSTER
PARENT PURSUANT TO REGULATIONS OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY
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SERVI CES AND HAS BEEN SCREENED | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
SEVENTY- El GHT- A OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW

THAT THE CHI LD HAS BEEN I N FOSTER CARE FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS
THAN FOURTEEN MONTHS AND HAS BEEN IN FOSTER CARE IN THE CARE OF THE
PROPCSED GUARDI AN FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN SI X CONSECUTI VE MONTHS
PRECEDI NG THE FI LI NG OF THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETI Tl ON,

(M) THAT THE RELATIVE, THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHILD AND THE LOCAL
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES CONSENT TO THE | SSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF
SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SI X OF THS ACT OR ARTICLE
SEVENTEEN OF THE SURROGATE' S COURT PROCEDURE ACT AND THE TERM NATI ON OF
ANY ORDERS | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE;

(M) THAT THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE PROSPECTI VE
RELATI VE GUARDI AN HAVE ENTERED | NTO A WRI TTEN BI NDI NG KI NSHI P GUARDI AN-
SHI P ASSI STANCE AGREEMENT, A COPY OF WH CH HAS BEEN PROVI DED BY THE
LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES TO THE PROSPECTI VE RELATIVE GUARDI -
AN, AND

(MI'1) THAT IF THE YOUTH | S FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HE OR SHE
HAS | NDI CATED H' S OR HER PCSI TI ON REGARDI NG THE PROPOSED GUARDI ANSHI P
EITHER IN PERSON OR THROUGH H'S OR HER ATTORNEY AND | F THE YOUTH I S
El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HE OR SHE HAS CONSENTED TO THE GUARDI AN-
SHI P.

(B) AS PART OF THE ORDER GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P TO THE RELA-
TI VE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SI X OF TH'S ACT OR ARTICLE SEVENTEEN OF THE
SURROGATE' S COURT PROCEDURE ACT, THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT THE LOCAL
DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD RECEl VE
NOTI CE OF AND BE MADE PARTIES TO ANY SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDI NG TO VACATE OR
MODI FY THE ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P.

(C©) AN ORDER ENTERED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL RESULT IN THE
TERM NATION OF ANY ORDERS | N EFFECT PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE AND SHALL
CONCLUDE THE COURT'S JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO THI'S
ARTI CLE.

S 4. Subdivision (c) of section 1089 of the famly court act, as added
by section 27 of part A of chapter 3 of the |aws of 2005, subparagraphs
(1i) and (iii) of paragraph 4 as anmended by section 9 and subparagraph
(viti) of paragraph 5 as anended by section 10 of part B of chapter 327
of the Iaws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

(c) Content of the permanency hearing report. The permanency hearing
report shall include, but need not be |imted to, up-to-date and accu-
rate information regarding:

(1) the child' s current permanency goal, which may be:

(i) return to the parent or parents;

(ii) placenment for adoption with the |Iocal social services official
ling a petition for term nation of parental rights;

(ii1) referral for |I|egal guardianship, WH CH MAY | NCLUDE SUBSI DI ZED
KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P;

(iv) permanent placenent with a fit and willing relative; or

(v) placenent in another planned permanent |living arrangenent that
includes a significant connection to an adult who is willing to be a
per manency resource for the <child, including docunentation of the
conpelling reason for determning that it would not be in the best
interests of the child to be returned hone, placed for adoption, placed
with a legal guardian, or placed with a fit and willing relative;

(2) the health, well-being, and status of the child since the I|ast
heari ng i ncl udi ng:

(i) a description of the child s health and well -bei ng;

(ii) information regarding the child' s current placenent;

fi
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(ii1) an update on the educational and other progress the <child has
made since the |last hearing including a description of the steps that
have been taken by the local social services district or agency to
ENSURE EDUCATI ONAL STABI LI TY FOR THE CHI LD AND TO enabl e pronpt delivery
of appropriate educational and vocational services to the child, includ-
ing, but not [be] limted to:

(A) where the child is subject to article sixty-five of the education
| aw or elects to participate in an educational programleading to a high
school diploma, the steps that the local social services district or
agency has taken to pronptly enable the child to be enrolled or to
continue enrollnment in an appropriate school or educational program
| eading to a high school diploms;

(B) where the child is eligible to be enrolled in a pre-kindergarten
program pursuant to section thirty-six hundred two-e of the education
law, the steps that the local social services district or agency has
taken to pronptly enable the child to be enrolled in an appropriate
pre-ki ndergarten program if avail abl e;

(C© where the child is under three years of age and is involved in an
i ndi cated case of child abuse or neglect, or where the Ilocal socia
services district suspects that the <child my have a disability as
defined in subdivision five of section twenty-five hundred forty-one of
the public health law or if the child has been found eligible to receive
early intervention or special educational services prior to or during
the foster care placenent, in accordance with title twd-A of article
twenty-five of the public health law or article eighty-nine of the
education law, the steps that the 1local social services district or
agency has taken to nmake any necessary referrals of the child for early
i ntervention, pre-school special educational or special educationa
eval uations or services, as appropriate, and any avail able information
regardi ng any eval uations and services which are being provided or are
schedul ed to be provided in accordance with applicable |aw, and

(D) where the child is at |least sixteen and not subject to article
sixty-five of the education law and elects not to participate in an
educational program |l eading to a high school diplom, the steps that the
|l ocal social services district has taken to assist the child to becone
gai nfully enpl oyed or enrolled in a vocational program

(iv) a description of the visitation plan or plans describing the
persons with whom the child visits, including any siblings, and the
frequency, duration and quality of the visits;

(v) where a child has attained the age of fourteen, a description of
the services and assistance that are being provided to enable the child
to |l earn independent living skills; [and]

(vi) WHERE THE PERVANENCY GOAL FOR A CHI LD AD NG QUT OF FOSTER CARE | S
ANOTHER PLANNED PERVANENT LI VI NG ARRANGEMENT THAT | NCLUDES A SI GNI FI CANT
CONNECTI ON TO AN ADULT W LLING TO BE A PERVANENCY RESOURCE FOR THE CHI LD
AND I T I'S ANTI Cl PATED THAT THE CHI LD S DI SCHARGE OR TRI AL DI SCHARGE MAY
OCCUR WTHI N THE EARLI ER OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED PERMANENCY HEARI NG OR ONE
YEAR, A DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSITION PLAN FOR THE YOUTH AND THE
PROGRESS MADE | N DEVELOPI NG AND | MPLEMENTI NG THE TRANSI TI ON PLAN; AND

(VI1) a description of any other services being provided to the child;

(3) the status of the parent, including:

(i) the services that have been offered to the parent to enable the

)t
child to safely return hong;
[
[
Vv

) the steps the parent has taken to use the services;
i) any barriers encountered to the delivery of such services;

[
I
[
[
iv) the progress the parent has made toward reunification; and

(i
(i
(i
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(v) a description of any other steps the parent has taken to conply
with and achi eve the permanency [plan] GOAL, if applicable[.];

(4) a description of the reasonable efforts to achieve the child's
per manency [plan] GOAL that have been taken by the | ocal social services
district or agency since the last hearing. The description shal
i ncl ude:

(i) wunless the child is freed for adoption or there has been a deter-
m nation by a court that such efforts are not required pursuant to
section one thousand thirty-nine-b of this act, the reasonable efforts
t hat have been nade by the |ocal social services district or agency to
elimnate the need for placenment of the child and to enable the child to
safely return home, including a description of any services that have
been provi ded;

(ii) where the permanency [plan] GOAL is adoption, guardianship
(1 NCLUDI NG SUBSI DI ZED KINSH P  GUARDI ANSHI P), placenent with a fit and
willing relative or another planned pernmanent |iving arrangenent other
than return to parent, the reasonable efforts that have been nade by the
| ocal social services district or agency to nmake and finalize such
al ternate permanent placenent, including a description of any services
t hat have been provided and a description of the consideration of appro-
priate in-state and out-of-state placenents;

(ii1t) where return home of the child is not likely, the reasonable
efforts that have been nade by the local social services district or
agency to evaluate and plan for another permanent plan, including
consi deration of appropriate in-state and out-of-state placenents, and
any steps taken to further a permanent plan other than return to the
child' s parent; or

(iv) where a child has been freed for adoption, a description of the
reasonable efforts that will be taken to facilitate the adoption of the
child; and

(5) the recomended permanency [ plan] GOAL i ncl udi ng:

(i) a recommendation regardi ng whether the child's current permanency
goal should be continued or nodified, the reasons therefor, and the
antici pated date for neeting the goal;

(ii) a reconmendation regardi ng whether the child's placenent should
be extended and the reasons for the reconmendati on;

(ii1) any proposed changes in the child s current placenent, tria
di scharge or discharge that may occur before the next permanency hear-
I ng,

(iv) a description of the steps that will be taken by the |ocal socia
services district or agency to PROVI DE FOR EDUCATI ONAL STABI LI TY FOR THE
CH LD AND TO continue to enable pronpt delivery of appropriate educa-
tional and vocational services to the child in his or her current place-
ment and during any potential change in the child' s foster care place-
ment, during any trial discharge, and after discharge of the child in
accordance with the plans for the <child' s placenment wuntil the next
per manency heari ng;

(v) whether any nodification to the visitation plan or plans is recom
mended and the reasons therefor, | NCLUDI NG ANY PLANS FOR VI SITS AND/ OR
CONTACTS W TH SI BLI NGS

(vi) where a child has attained the age of fourteen or will attain the
age of fourteen before the next permanency hearing, a description of the
services and assistance that will be provided to enable the child to

| earn i ndependent |iving skills;
(vii) WHAT STEPS, |F ANY, WLL BE TAKEN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND | MPLE-
MENTATION OF A TRANSI TI ON PLAN FOR ANY CHI LD WHOSE PERVANENCY GOAL IS
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ANOTHER PLANNED PERVANENT LI VI NG ARRANGEMENT THAT | NCLUDES A SI GNI FI CANT
CONNECTI ON TO AN ADULT W LLING TO BE A PERVANENCY RESOURCE FOR THE CHI LD
AND WHEN DI SCHARGE OR TRI AL DI SCHARGE TO SUCH ARRANGEMENT |'S ANTI Cl PATED
TO TAKE PLACE;

(VMII'1) where a child has been placed outside this state, whether the
out - of -state placenent continues to be appropriate, necessary and in the
best interests of the child;

[(viii)] (I'X) where return hone of the <child is not Ilikely, the
efforts that wll be nade to evaluate or plan for another permanent
pl an, including consideration of appropriate in-state and out-of-state
pl acenents; and

[(ix)] (X) in the case of a child who has been freed for adoption:

A) a description of services and assistance that will be provided to
the child and the prospective adoptive parent to expedite the adoption
of the child,

(B) information regarding the child' s eligibility for adoption subsidy
pursuant to title nine of article six of the social services |law, and

(C if the child is over age fourteen and has voluntarily withheld his
or her consent to an adoption, the facts and circunstances regarding the
child' s decision to withhold consent and the reasons therefor.

S 5. Subparagraphs (i), (iii), (v) and (vii) of paragraph 2 of subdi-
vision (d) of section 1089 of the famly court act, as added by section
27 of part A of chapter 3 of the |aws of 2005, clause (B) of subpara-
graph (iii) as anended by section 12 of part B of chapter 327 of the
| aws of 2007, are amended to read as foll ows:

(i) whether the pernmanency goal for the child should be approved or
nodi fied and the antici pated date for achieving the goal. The permanency
goal nmay be determ ned to be:

(A) return to parent;

(B) placenent for adoption with the Ilocal social services officia
filing a petition for term nation of parental rights;

(© referral for |legal guardianship, W CH MAY | NCLUDE SUBSI DI ZED
KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P

(D) permanent placenment with a fit and willing relative; or
(E) placenent in another planned permanent |iving arrangenent that
i ncludes a significant connection to an adult willing to be a permanency

resource for the child if the |local social services official has docu-
nmented to the court a conpelling reason for determning that it would
not be in the best interests of the child to return honme, be referred
for termnation of parental rights and placed for adoption, placed wth
afit and willing relative, or placed with a | egal guardi an;

(ii1) determ ning whether reasonable efforts have been made to effec-
tuate the child' s permanency [plan] GOAL as fol |l ows:

(A) unless the child is freed for adoption or there has been a deter-
mnation by a court that such efforts are not required pursuant to
section one thousand thirty-nine-b of this act, whether reasonable
efforts have been made to elimnate the need for placenent of the child
and to enable the child to safely return hone;

(B) where the permanency [plan] GOAL is adoption, guardi anship, place-
ment with a fit and willing relative or another planned permanent |iving
arrangenent other than return to parent, whether reasonable efforts have
been made to nake and finalize such alternate permanent placenent,
i ncluding consideration of appropriate in-state and out-of-state place-
nment s;

(v) the steps that nust be taken by the | ocal social services officia
or agency to inplenent the educational and vocational program conponents
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of the permanency hearing report submtted pursuant to subdivision (c)
of this section, | NCLUDI NG STEPS TO ENSURE EDUCATI ONAL STABI LI TY FOR THE
CHI LD and any nodifications that should be made to such pl an;

(vii) where placenent of the child is extended, such order shall also
i ncl ude:

(A) a description of the visitation plan or plans, | NCLUDI NG ANY PLANS
FOR VI SITS AND/ OR CONTACT WTH THE CHI LD S SI BLI NGS;

(B) where the child is not freed for adoption, a direction that the
child s parent or parents, including any non-respondent parent or other
person |legally responsible for the child' s care shall be notified of the
pl anni ng conference or conferences to be held pursuant to subdivision
three of section four hundred nine-e of the social services |aw and
notification of their right to attend such conference or conferences and
their right to have counsel or another representative with them

(C where the child is not freed for adoption, a direction that the
parent or other person legally responsible for the child' s care keep the
| ocal social services district or agency apprised of his or her current
wher eabouts and a current mailing address;

(D) where the child is not freed for adoption, a notice that if the
child remains in foster care for fifteen of the nost recent twenty-two
nont hs, the |local social services district or agency nay be required by
law to file a petition to term nate parental rights;

(E) where a child has been freed for adoption and is over age fourteen
and has voluntarily wthheld his or her consent to an adoption, the
facts and circunstances with regard to the child's decision to wthhold
consent and the reasons therefor;

(F) where a child has been placed outside of this state, whether the
out - of -state placenent continues to be appropriate, necessary and in the
best interests of the child;

(G where a child has or will before the next permanency hearing reach
the age of fourteen, the services and assistance necessary to assist the
child in learning independent living skills;

(H WHERE THE PERMANENCY GOAL FOR A CHI LD AG NG QUT OF FOSTER CARE IS
ANOTHER PLANNED PERVANENT LI VI NG ARRANGEMENT THAT | NCLUDES A SI GNI FI CANT
CONNECTI ON TO AN ADULT W LLING TO BE A PERVANENCY RESOURCE FOR THE CHI LD
AND | T IS ANTI Cl PATED THAT THE CHI LD S DI SCHARGE OR TRI AL DI SCHARGE MAY
OCCUR WTHI N THE EARLI ER OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED PERMANENCY HEARI NG OR ONE
YEAR, THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT OR AGENCY SHALL BE DI RECTED TO
COMVENCE DEVELOPMENT OF A TRANSI TI ON PLAN FOR THE CHI LD, | N CONSULTATI ON
W TH THE CHI LD AND H'S OR HER ATTORNEY, AND SHALL FILE THE FI NAL TRANSI -
TION PLAN WTH THE COURT AND PROVIDE COPIES FOR THE CH LD, H'S OR HER
ATTORNEY AND ALL PARTIES NO LATER THAN NI NETY DAYS BEFORE THE CH LD S
ANTI Cl PATED DI SCHARGE FROM FOSTER CARE; and

S 6. The famly court act is amended by adding a new section 1089-b to
read as foll ows:

S 1089-B. SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P WTH A FIT AND W LLI NG RELATI VE. (A)
VHERE THE PERMANENCY GOAL |'S SUBSI DI ZED LEGAL GUARDI ANSHIP WTH A FI'T
AND W LLI NG RELATI VE, THE COURT NMAY | SSUE AN ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI -
ANSHI P | N RESPONSE TO A PETI TI ON FI LED BEFORE THE COURT BY A RELATIVE
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SIX OF THS ACT OR ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN OF THE SURROC
GATE' S COURT PROCEDURE ACT. THE COURT MAY CONSOLI DATE THE HEARI NG OF THE
PETI TI ON W TH A PERVANENCY HEARI NG HELD PURSUANT TO THI S ARTICLE. | F THE
COURT GRANTS THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETI TI ON, THE COURT SHALL TERM NATE |ITS
JURI SDI CTION PURSUANT TO THI'S ARTICLE AND SHALL TERM NATE ALL PENDI NG
ORDERS | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE OTHER THAN APPO NTMENT OF COUN-
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SEL. THE COURT MAY ONLY GRANT THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETITION I F I T MAKES THE
FOLLOW NG FI NDI NGS AND SETS FORTH THE FI NDINGS IN I TS ORDER:

(1) THAT GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P OF THE CHI LD TO THE RELATI VE
'S IN THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE CHI LD AND THAT NEI THER A PERVANENCY GOAL
OF RETURN TO THE CH LD S BIRTH PARENTS NOR ADOPTI ON WOULD BE I N THE
CHI LD S BEST | NTERESTS AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT BE APPROPRI ATE PERMANENCY
GOALS FOR THE CHI LD;

(1'l) THAT THE TERM NATI ON OF THE ORDER PLACI NG THE CH LD PURSUANT TO
THIS ARTICLE OR ARTICLE TEN OF THIS ACT WLL NOT JEOPARDI ZE THE SAFETY
OF THE CHI LD, AND THAT GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P OF THE CHILD TO
THE RELATIVE WLL PROVIDE THE CHI LD WTH A SAFE AND PERVANENT HOVE;

(1'11) THAT THE CH LD DEMONSTRATES A STRONG ATTACHMENT TO THE RELATI VE
AND THE RELATI VE DEMONSTRATES A STRONG COVM TMENT TO CARI NG PERMANENTLY
FOR THE CHI LD,

(1V) THAT THE RELATIVE HAS BEEN APPROVED OR CERTI FI ED AS A FOSTER
PARENT PURSUANT TO REGULATIONS OF THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES AND HAS BEEN SCREENED | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
SEVENTY- El GHT- A OF THE SCCI AL SERVI CES LAW

THAT THE CHI LD HAS BEEN I N FOSTER CARE FOR A PERFCD OF NOT LESS
THAN FOURTEEN MONTHS AND HAS BEEN IN FOSTER CARE IN THE CARE OF THE
PROPOSED GUARDI AN FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN SI X CONSECUTI VE MONTHS
PRECEDI NG THE FI LI NG OF THE GUARDI ANSHI P PETI Tl ON;

(M) THAT THE RELATIVE, THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CH LD AND THE LOCAL
DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES CONSENT TO THE | SSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF
SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SI X OF THI'S ACT OR ARTI CLE
SEVENTEEN OF THE SURROGATE' S COURT PROCEDURE ACT AND THE TERM NATION OF
THE ORDER OF PLACEMENT PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE OR ARTICLE TEN OF THI' S
ACT;

(M'1) THAT THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SCOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE PROSPECTI VE
RELATI VE GUARDI AN HAVE ENTERED | NTO A WRI TTEN, BI NDI NG KI NSHI P GUARDI AN-
SHI P ASSI STANCE AGREEMENT, A COPY OF WHHCH HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY THE
LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES TO THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI -
AN; AND

(M11) THAT IF THE YOUTH | S FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HE OR SHE
HAS |INDI CATED H'S OR HER POSI TI ON REGARDI NG THE PROPOSED GUARDI ANSHI P
El THER I N PERSON OR THROUGH H'S OR HER ATTORNEY AND IF THE YOUTH IS
El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HE OR SHE HAS CONSENTED TO THE GUARDI AN-
SHI P.

(B) AS PART OF THE ORDER GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P TO THE RELA-
TIVE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SIX OF THIS ACT OR ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN OF THE
SURROGATE' S COURT PROCEDURE ACT THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT THE LOCAL
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD RECEI VE
NOTI CE OF AND BE MADE PARTI ES TO ANY SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDI NG TO MODI FY THE
ORDER OF GUARDI ANSHI P GRANTED PURSUANT TO THE GUARDI ANSHI P PROCEEDI NG

(C) AN ORDER ENTERED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL RESULT IN THE
TERM NATION OF ANY ORDERS | N EFFECT PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE AND SHALL
CONCLUDE THE COURT'S JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO THI S
ARTI CLE OR ARTI CLE TEN OF THI S ACT.

S 7. Section 1701 of the surrogate's court procedure act, as anmended
by chapter 404 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1701. Power of court

The court has power over the property of an infant and is authorized
and enpowered to appoint a guardian of the person or of the property or
of both of an infant whether or not the parent or parents of the infant
or child are living. Wiere the guardi anship and custody of a child have
been conmtted to an authorized agency pursuant to section six hundred
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thirty-one of the famly court act, or section three hundred ei ghty-
three-c, section three hundred eighty-four or section three hundred
eighty-four-b of the social services |law, or where both parents of the
child whose consent to the adoption of the <child would have been
required pursuant to section one hundred eleven-a of the donestic
relations |aw are dead, the court nmay appoint a permanent guardi an of a
child if the court finds that such appointnent is in the best interests
of the child. WHERE THE COURT HAS MADE FI NDI NGS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE
THOUSAND FI FTY- FlI VE- C OR ONE THOUSAND ElI GHTY-NI NE-B OF THE FAM LY COURT
ACT, THE FAMLY COURT NMNAY APPO NT A FIT AND W LLING RELATIVE TO BE A
SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI AN OF THE CHI LD

S 8. Section 1702 of the surrogate's court procedure act is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3 to read as fol |l ows:

3. THE PETI TI ON FOR APPO NTMENT OF A RELATIVE AS A SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P
GUARDIAN OF THE CH LD SHALL BE FILED WTH THE COURT WHERE THE MOST
RECENT CHI LD PROTECTI VE PROCEEDI NG OR PERVANENCY HEARI NG | S PENDI NG

S 9. Subdivision 8 of section 1704 of the surrogate's court procedure
act, as added by chapter 404 of the |laws of 2008, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

8. In addition, the petition for appointnment of a permanent guardian
OR SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI AN of an infant or child shall include:

(a) an assessnment to be perforned by the |local social services
district, which shall contain:

(i) the full name and address of the person seeking to beconme the
guar di an;

(ii) the ability of +the guardian to assunme permanent care of the
chi l d;

(ii1) the child s property and assets, if known;

(iv) the wishes of the child, if [appropriate] THE CHLD |S FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND HI'S OR HER CONSENT | F HE OR SHE | S ElI GHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

(v) the results of the crimnal history record check with the division
of crimnal justice services of the guardian and any person eighteen
years of age or older residing in the guardi an's househol d conducted by
the office of children and fam |y services pursuant to subdivision two
of section three hundred seventy-eight-a of the social services lawif
such a crimnal history record check has been conpl et ed,;

(vi) the results of a search of the statewide central register of
child abuse and maltreatnent records regarding the guardian and any
person ei ghteen years of age or older residing in the guardian's house-
hol d, i ncludi ng whet her such person has been the subject of an indicated
report conducted pursuant to subparagraph (e) of paragraph (A) of subdi-
vision four of section four hundred twenty-two of the social services
law, if such a search has been conducted; and

(vii) the results of all inspections and assessnents of the guardian's
honme and the child's progress while placed in the honme, if any;

(b) I'N PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A PERVANENT GUARDI AN OR
SUBSI DI ZED KINSH P GUARDI AN OF A CHI LD FREED FOR ADOPTION, a certified
copy of the order or orders termnating the parental rights of the
child's parents or approving the surrender of the <child or, |IN
PROCEEDI NGS FOR APPO NTMENT OF A PERMANENT GUARDIAN VWHERE THE CHILD S
PARENTS ARE DECEASED, the death certificates of the child s parents, as
appl i cabl e;

(c) the recomendation of the authorized agency involved, if any;
[ and]
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(d) the suitability, ability and conm tnent of the permanent OR SUBSI -
DI ZED KINSHI P guardi an to assune full legal responsibility for the child
and raise the child to adulthood AND THE DEGREE OF ATTACHMENT OF THE
CH LD TO THE PROPCSED RELATI VE GUARDI AN; AND

(E) I N PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI -

AN:
(1) THE REASONS THAT GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI ANSHI P OF THE CHI LD TO
THE RELATIVE IS I N THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE CH LD AND THAT NEITHER A
PERVANENCY GOAL OF RETURN TO THE CH LD S BI RTH PARENTS NOR ADOPTI ON
WOULD BE IN THE CHILD S BEST | NTEREST AND WOULD, THEREFORE, NOT BE
APPROPRI ATE PERVANENCY GOALS FOR THE CHI LD;

(1) THE REASONS THAT THE TERM NATI ON OF THE ORDER PLACI NG THE CHI LD
PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TEN OR TEN-A OF THE FAM LY COURT ACT WLL NOT JEOP-
ARDI ZE THE SAFETY OF THE CHI LD, AND THAT GRANTI NG SUBSI DI ZED GUARDI AN-
SH P OF THE CH LD TO THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI AN WLL PROVIDE THE
CH LD WTH A SAFE AND PERVANENT HOVE

(1'1'1) THE LENGTH OF TI ME THAT THE RELATI VE HAS BEEN APPROVED OR CERTI -
FIED AS A FOSTER PARENT, THE LENGIH OF TI ME THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE
GUARDI AN HAS PROVI DED FOSTER CARE FOR THE CHI LD AND THE LENGTH OF TIME
THE CH LD HAS BEEN I N FOSTER CARE PRI OR TO THE FI LI NG OF THE GUARDI AN-
SHI P PETI Tl ON;

(1'V) THE CONSENT OF THE PROSPECTI VE RELATIVE GUARDI AN, THE ATTORNEY
FOR THE CH LD AND THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES TO THE | SSU-
ANCE OF AN ORDER OF SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P; AND

A COPY OF THE WRITTEN, BINDING KINSH P GUARDI ANSHI P ASSI STANCE
AGREEMENT ENTERED | NTO BY THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND
THE PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI AN.

S 10. Subdivision 1 of section 1705 of the surrogate's court procedure
act is anmended by adding a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) I N PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A PERVANENT OR SUBSI DI ZED
KI NSH P GUARDI AN, THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD AND THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF
SOCI AL SERVI CES.

S 11. Subdivision 1 of section 1706 of the surrogate's court procedure
act, as anended by chapter 404 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read
as foll ows:

1. Wiere process is not issued or upon the return of process, the
court shall ascertain the age of the infant, the amount of his or her
personal property, the gross amount of the rents and profits of his or
her real estate during his or her mnority and the sufficiency of the
security offered by the proposed guardian. Wth respect to applications
for appointnment as a pernmanent OR SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P guardi an of a
child, the permanent guardi an shall have the right and responsibility to
make deci sions, including issuing any necessary consents, regarding the
child's protection, education, <care and control, health and nedica
needs, and the physical custody of the person of the <child[, and]. A
PERVMANENT GUARDI AN may consent to the adoption of the child. Provided,
however, that nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to limt
the ability of a child to consent to his or her own nedical care as may
be otherw se provided by law. If the [infant] YOUTH is over the age of
fourteen years the court shall ascertain his or her preference for a
sui tabl e guardi an. Notw thstandi ng any other section of |aw, where the
[infant] YOUTH is over the age of eighteen, [the infant] HE OR SHE shal
consent to the appointnment of a suitable guardian.

S 12. Section 1707 of the surrogate's court procedure act, as anmended
by chapter 404 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1707. Decree appointing guardian; termof office
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1. If the court [be] IS satisfied that the interests of the infant
will be pronoted by the appointnment of a guardian or by the issuance of
tenporary letters of guardi anship of his or her person or of his or her
property, or of both, it nmust nake a decree accordingly. If the court
determines that appointnent of a permanent guardian is in the best
interests of the infant or child, the court shall issue a decree
appoi nting such guardian. |F THE COURT MAKES THE FI NDI NGS REQUI RED BY
SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND FI FTY- FI VE-C OR ONE THOUSAND EI GHTY-NINE-B OF THE
FAM LY COURT ACT, THE COURT SHALL | SSUE A DECREE APPO NTI NG THE RELATI VE
AS A SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P GUARDI AN. The sanme person nay be appointed guar-
dian of both the person and the property of the infant or the guardian-
ship of the person and of the property may be committed to different
per sons. The court may appoint a person other than the parent of the
i nfant or the person nom nated by the petitioner. Wwen the court is
informed that the infant, a person nom nated to be a guardi an of such
infant, the petitioner, or any individual eighteen years of age or over
who resides in the home of the proposed guardian is a subject of or
anot her person named in an indicated report, as such terns are defined
in section four hundred twelve of the social services law, filed with
the statewi de register of child abuse and maltreatnent pursuant to title
six of article six of the social services lawor is or has been the
subject of or the respondent in or a party to a child protective
proceedi ng conmenced under article ten of the famly court act which
resulted in an order finding that the child is an abused or negl ected
child the court shall obtain such records regarding such report or
proceeding as it deens appropriate and shall give the infornmation
contai ned therein due consideration in its determ nation.

2. The termof office of a guardian of the person or property so
appointed expires when the [infant] CH LD attains majority, unless the
[Infant] CHI LD consents to the continuation of or appointnment of a guar-
dian after his or her eighteenth birthday, in which case such term of
office expires on his or her twenty-first birthday, or after such other
shorter period as the court establishes upon good cause shown; except
that the term of office of a guardian of the person of [an infant] A
CHI LD expires upon the [infant's] CH LD S marriage prior to attaining
majority. The appointnent of a permanent guardi an OR SUBSI DI ZED KI NSHI P
GUARDI AN of a child shall expire when the [infant or] child reaches the
age of eighteen years, unless the [infant or] child consents to the
continuation of a guardian after his or her eighteenth birthday, in
whi ch case such termof office expires on his or her twenty-first birth-
day, or unless vacated by the court prior to the [infant or] child's
ei ghteenth or twenty-first birthday if the court finds that based upon
clear and convincing evidence the guardian failed to or is unable,
unavail able or unwilling to provide proper care and custody of the
infant or child, or that the guardianship is no longer in the best
interests of the infant or child. THE COURT SHALL PROVIDE IN ITS ORDER
APPO NTING A SUBSI DI ZED KINSH P GUARDI AN THAT THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF
SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE ATTORNEY FOR THE CHI LD MUST RECEIVE NOTICE OF
AND BE MADE PARTIES TO ANY SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDI NG TO VACATE OR MODI FY THE
ORDER OF GUARDI ANSHI P

S 13. Subdivisions 5 and 6 of section 409-e of the social services |aw
are renunbered subdivisions 6 and 7 and a new subdivision 5 is added to
read as foll ows:

5. WTH RESPECT TO EACH CHI LD WTH A PERVANENCY PLAN OF PLACEMENT W TH
A PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE GUARDI AN AND RECEI PT OF KI NSHI P GUARDI AN ASSI ST-
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ANCE PAYMENTS, THE FAMLY SERVICE PLAN MJST |NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG
SPECI FI C | NFORMATI ON:

(A) HOW THE CHI LD MEETS THE ELI G BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS;

(B) THE STEPS THE AGENCY HAS TAKEN TO DETERM NE THAT RETURN TO THE
HOVE OR ADOPTI ON IS NOT APPROPRI ATE;

(©) THE EFFORTS THE AGENCY HAS MADE TO DI SCUSS ADOPTION WTH THE
CH LD S RELATIVE FOSTER PARENT AND THE REASONS WHY ADOPTION IS NOT AN
OPTI ON;

(D) THE EFFORTS THE AGENCY HAS MADE TO DI SCUSS KINSH P GUARDI ANSHI P
W TH THE CHI LD S Bl RTH PARENT OR PARENTS OR THE REASONS WHY EFFORTS WERE
NOT MADE;

(E) THE REASON WHY A PERVANENT PLACEMENT W TH A PROSPECTI VE RELATI VE
GUARDI AN AND RECEI PT OF A KI NSHI P GUARDI AN ASSI STANCE PAYMENT IS IN THE
CH LD S BEST | NTERESTS;

(F) THE EFFORTS MADE BY THE AGENCY TO DI SCUSS WTH THE CHI LD S BI RTH
PARENT OR PARENTS THE KI NSHI P GUARDI ANSHI P ASSI STANCE ARRANGEMENTS OR
VHY EFFORTS WERE NOT MADE; AND

(G THE REASONS WHY THE CHI LD IS SEPARATED FROM HI S OR HER Sl BLI NGS,
|F THE CHI LD S SIBLINGS ARE NOT ALSO I N FOSTER CARE W TH THE PROSPECTI VE
RELATI VE GUARDI AN.

S 14. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



