Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

385
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MORAHAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to requiring health
insurers to provide full coverage for the prevention, early detection,
di agnosi s and treatnment of autism spectrum di sorder

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The insurance |law is anended by adding a new section 342
to read as foll ows:

S 342. COVERAGE FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER. (A) (1) THERE | S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT AN ADVI SORY PANEL ON HEALTH | NSURANCE
COVERAGE FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER. SUCH PANEL SHALL BE COWPOSED OF
NI NE MEMBERS WHO ARE EXPERTS I N HEALTH CARE AND APPO NTED AS FOLLONE:
SEVEN MEMBERS VWHO ARE OFFI CERS OR EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH OR THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOP-
MENTAL DI SABI LI TIES SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, AND THE TEMPO
RARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL EACH
APPO NT A MEMBER WHO IS A REPRESENTATI VE OF AN AUTI SM ADVOCACY GROUP.
EACH MEMBER SHALL SERVE A TERM OF TWD YEARS. THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESI G
NATE THE CHAIR OF THE PANEL FROM AMONG HI S OR HER APPO NTEES. VACANCI ES
IN THE MEMBERSH P OF THE PANEL SHALL BE FILLED IN THE MANNER PROVI DED
FOR ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

(2) THE MEMBERS OF THE PANEL SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEIR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON.

(3) THE ADVI SORY PANEL ON HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR AUTI SM SPEC-
TRUM DI SORDER SHALL ANNUALLY, ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER FI RST, COWPILE AND
SUBM T TO THE SUPERI NTENDENT A LI ST OF SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT AND THERAPY
OPTI ONS FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER THAT W LL BE REQUI RED TO BE COVERED
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH TWENTY- FI VE OF SUBSECTION (1) OF SECTION THREE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO3667-01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 385 2

THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SI XTEEN, PARAGRAPH SEVENTEEN OF SUBSECTI ON (1) OF
SECTI ON THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-ONE AND SUBSECTION (EE) OF
SECTI ON FOUR THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED THREE OF THI S CHAPTER.

(4) WTH N FORTY-FI VE DAYS OF RECEI PT OF EACH LI ST SUBM TTED PURSUANT
TO PARAGRAPH THREE OF THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, ON AN
EVMERGENCY BASI'S, PROMULGATE AND | MPLEMENT RULES AND REGULATI ONS REQUI R-
| NG COVERAGE FOR THE TREATMENT AND THERAPY OPTI ONS | NCLUDED | N EACH SUCH
LI ST.

(B) (1) WTHI N ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DAYS O THE SUBM SSION OF THE
INITIAL LIST TO THE SUPERI NTENDENT PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH THREE OF
SUBSECTI ON (A) OF THI S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AND OPER-
ATE AN AUTI SM AND HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE HOTLINE. THE HOTLINE SHALL
BE A TOLL- FREE, TWENTY- FOUR HOUR A DAY CONSUMER CALL CENTER FOR FAM LI ES
W TH AUTI STI C CHI LDREN WHO HAVE COVPLAI NTS ABOUT OR QUESTI ONS ON | NSUR-
ERS AND COVERAGE FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER. ALL COWPLAI NTS RECEI VED
BY SUCH HOTLINE SHALL BE DOCUMENTED AND REFERRED TO THE APPROPRI ATE
OFFI CI AL I N THE DEPARTMENT FOR CORRECTI VE ACTI ON.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONTRACT W TH A QUALI FI ED NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPO
RATI ON FOR THE PROVI SI ON AND OPERATI ON OF THE HOTLINE REQU RED BY THI'S
SUBSECTI ON. ANY SUCH CONTRACT SHALL ONLY BE AWARDED AFTER THE DEPARTMENT
HAS CONDUCTED A REQUEST FOR PROPOCSALS PROCESS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
SELECT A NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON WHI CH HAS THE RESOURCES AND ABI LITY
TO OPERATE A STATEWDE HOTLINE, AND |S STAFFED BY EMPLOYEES AND/ OR
VOLUNTEERS W TH STRONG EXPERI ENCE | N AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER.

(3) |F THE DEPARTMENT ELECTS TO ESTABLISH AND OPERATE THE HOTLI NE
USING | TS OM PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES, SUCH HOTLI NE SHALL BE STAFFED BY
OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES W TH STRONG EXPERI ENCE | N AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SOR-
DER. UNTIL THE STATE CIVIL SERVICE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE ESTABLI SHED
ClVIL SERVICE TITLES AND COWETITIVE EXAM NATIONS FOR POSITIONS AS
EMPLOYEES OF THE HOTLI NE, THE SUPERI NTENDENT | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED
TO APPO NT AND EMPLOY SUCH QUALI FI ED OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES AS SHALL BE
NECESSARY TO OPERATE THE AUTI SM AND HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE HOTLI NE.

(4) THE SUPERI NTENDENT |I'S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE AND | MPLEMENT ANY
RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S
SUBSECTI ON.

S 2. Paragraph 25 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance
| aw, as added by chapter 557 of the |aws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(25) Every policy which provides coverage for hospital, surgical, or
nmedi cal care coverage shall [not exclude] I NCLUDE FULL coverage for THE
PREVENTI ON, EARLY DETECTI ON, di agnosis and treatnent of [nmedical condi-
tions otherw se covered by the policy solely because the treatnment is
provided to diagnhose or treat] autism spectrumdisorder. For purposes
of this section, "autism spectrum disorder” neans a neurobiol ogical
condition that includes autism Asperger syndrone, Rett's syndrome, or
pervasi ve devel oprment al di sorder.

S 3. Paragraph 17 of subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance
| aw, as added by chapter 557 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(17) A group or blanket accident or health insurance policy or issuing
a group or blanket policy for delivery in this state which provides
coverage for hospital, surgical, or nedical care coverage shall [not
excl ude] I NCLUDE FULL coverage for THE PREVENTION, EARLY DETECTI ON,
di agnosis and treatnent of [nedical conditions otherw se covered by the
policy because the treatnent is provided to diagnose or treat] autism
spectrum di sorder. For purposes of this section, "autism spectrum
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di sorder” neans a neurobi ol ogi cal condition that includes autism Asper-
ger syndrone, Rett's syndrone, or pervasive devel opnental disorder.

S 4. Subsection (ee) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as added by
chapter 557 of the laws of 2006, is amended to read as foll ows:

(ee) A nedical expense indemmity corporation, a hospital service
corporation or a health service corporation which provides coverage for
hospital, surgical, or nedical care coverage shall [not exclude] | NCLUDE
FULL coverage for THE PREVENTI ON, EARLY DETECTI ON, di agnosis and treat-
ment of [nedical conditions otherwise covered by the policy solely
because the treatnent is provided to diaghose or treat] autism spectrum
di sorder. For purposes of this section, "autism spectrum disorder"
nmeans a neurobiological condition that includes autism Asperger
syndrone, Rett's syndrone, or pervasive devel opnental disorder.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



