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STATE OF NEW YORK

3837
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 2, 2009

Introduced by Sen. DUANE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to patient discharge
i nformati on concerning certain premature newborn infants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health aw is anmended by adding a new section
2803-s to read as foll ows:

S 2803-S. PATI ENT DI SCHARGE | NFORVATI ON. 1. ANY HOSPI TAL THAT PROVI DES
Bl RTHI NG SERVI CES SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN, EDUCATI ONAL MATERI AL CONTAI NI NG
| NFORMATI ON ABOUT THE POSSI BLE COVPLI CATI ONS, PROPER CARE AND SUPPORT
ASSCCI ATED W TH NEVBORN | NFANTS WHO ARE BORN PREMATURE AT LESS THAN
THI RTY- SEVEN WEEKS GESTATIONAL AGE. THE WRITTEN | NFORMATI ON SHALL
| NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE UNI QUE HEALTH | SSUES AFFECTI NG | NFANTS BORN PREMATURE, SUCH
AS: | NCREASED Rl SK OF DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS; NUTRI TI ONAL CHALLENGES;
| NFECTI ON; CHRONI C LUNG DI SEASE ( BRONCHOPULMONARY DYSPLASI A); VI SI ON AND
HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT; BREATHI NG PROBLEMS; FEEDI NG MAI NTAINING  BODY
TEMPERATURE; JAUNDI CE; HYPERACTIVITY; | NFANT MORTALITY AND LONG TERM
COWPLI CATI ONS ASSCCI ATED W TH FI NE MOTOR SKI LLS, READI NG WRI TI NG MATH
EMATI CS AND SPEAKI NG

(B) THE PROPER CARE NEEDS OF PREMATURE | NFANTS, DEVELOPMENTAL SCREEN-
INGS AND MONI TORING AND HEALTHCARE SERVICES AVAI LABLE TO PREMATURE
| NFANTS;

(O | NFECTI QUS DI SEASE AWARENESS AND METHODS TO PREVENT OR M N M ZE
| NFECTI ONS COVMON TO PREMATURE | NFANTS; AND

(D) COVMUNITY RESOURCES TO ASSI ST PARENTS AND FAM LY MEMBERS W TH THE
CARE AND SUPPORT OF PREMATURE | NFANTS.

2. SUCH MATERI ALS SHALL BE WRITTEN IN CLEAR LANGUAGE TO EDUCATE
PARENTS OF PREMATURE | NFANTS ACROSS A VARI ETY OF SOCI OECONOM C STATUSES
AND SHALL BE UPDATED AT LEAST EVERY TWD YEARS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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